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A Study of Factors Influencing Preschoolers’ Emergent English as a
Second Language Literacy Skills : Maternal Language
Behavior in Picture Book Reading®
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28 <=(Myoung Soon Kim)?

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to explore the factors influencing preschoolers’ emergent English as
a second language literacy skills in terms of maternal language behavior in Korean and English
picture book reading. This study was also conducted in order to identify the pathways of each factor.
The subjects consisted of 201 mothers and their 3~5 year-old children from middle income families
living in Seoul, Incheon, Gyyounggi-do, and Chungcheongbuk-do. The results indicated that the
factors influencing preschoolers’ emergent English as a second language literacy skills acquisition
were as follows : maternal beliefs about the value of picture book reading, the child’s level of interest
in picture book reading, the time spent on picture book reading and maternal language behavior
during picture book reading activities. The results further indicate that it is important that the mother
shares desirable language interaction with her children in their native language while reading not only
Korean but also English picture books when aiming to improve preschoolers’ emergent English

literacy skills.
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Key Words : fo}2] 9o] #a] 52 (emergent English literacy), oi®ye] <1o]Z 3} %(maternal
language behavior), ©1™1] ¢17] AI'd(maternal beliefs about the value of picture book
reading), froke] Z# A ¢17] Zn|(child’s level of interest in picture book reading), 1%
2 917] A|ZKthe time spent of picture book reading), ZH 2 ¢17] 4} 2 -&(picture book

reading interaction).
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