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A test borehole was drilled in the Cheongwon area to investigate the relationship between geochemical environment
and the natural occurrence of radioactive materials (uranium and Rn-222) in borehole groundwater. The borehole
encountered mainly biotite schist and biotite granite, with minor porphyritic granite and basic dykes. Six groundwater
samples were collected at different depths in the borehole using the double-packed system. The groundwater pH
ranges from 5.66 to 8.34, and the chemical type of the groundwater is Ca-HCOj;. The contents of uranium and Rn-222
in the groundwater are 0.03-683 ppb and 1,290-7,600 pCi/L, respectively. The contents of uranium and thorium in
the rocks within the borehole are 0.51-23.4 ppm and 0.89-62.6 ppm, respectively. Microscope observations of the
rock core and analyses by electron probe microanalyzer (EPMA) show that most of the radioactive elements occur
in the biotite schist, within accessory minerals such as monazite and limenite in biotite, and in feldspar and quartz.
The high uranium content of groundwater at depths of —50 to =70 m is due to groundwater chemistry (weakly alkaline
pH, an oxidizing environment, and high concentrations of bicarbonate). The origin of Rn-222 could be determined
by analyzing noble gas isotopes (e.g., *He/*He and *He/*’Ne).
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Fig. 2. Geological map of the study area, showing the location of the borehole (CW-1).
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Fig. 3. Schematic diagram of the double-packer system
installed in the borehole.
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Fig. 4. Geological column of the borehole, showing the depth distribution of radioactive material in groundwater and rock samples.
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Table 1. Major element compositions of rock samples from the borehole at the Cheongwon site. (unit : wt.%)
GS-1 GS-2 GS-3 GS4  GS5 GS-6 GS-7 GS-8 GS-9 GS-10 GS-11 GS-12
Si0, 739 71.6 72.6 71.8 72.0 71.0 61.0 750 82.7 724 60.6 60.9
Al20, 142 14.9 14.3 14.7 142 9.00 17.6 10.3 10.0 14.2 17.9 17.8
Fe,04 0.67 2.03 1.83 1.88 131 4.37 7.09 4.84 045 0.62 7.00 725
Ca0O 0.78 1.84 1.38 1.77 1.46 2.90 3.21 2.63 1.50 1.00 3.76 2.11
Na,O -~ 351 4.16 374 4.03 4.09 0.24 1.99 123 4.29 3.84 2.83 1.62
MgO 0.10 0.41 0.33 036 027 2.64 3.61 2.55 0.13 0.19 3.54 3.78
K,0 6.34 397 482 4.47 5.87 2.12 2.83 1.72 0.48 7.29 2.28 3.53
P,0s 0.06 0.14 0.11 0.11 0.08 0.20 0.14 0.14 0.03 0.07 0.10 0.15
TiO, 0.05 035 0.33 032 0.23 0.55 0.78 0.58 0.05 0.05 0.76 0.81
MnO 0.00 0.20 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.05 0.07 0.05 0.03 0.01 0.08 0.08
LOlI 0.32 0.60 0.52 0.52 0.55 0.89 1.63 0.97 0.32 0.34 1.18 2.03
Total 99.9 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 160 100 100 100
Rock porphyritic biotite Dbiotite biotite biotite  biotite  biotite  biotite porphyritic biotite  biotite  biotite
type granite  gramite granite granite granite schist  schist  schist  granite granite schist  schist
Samplife 1603 _108.06 —89.80 -81.05 —78.10 6344 -SB70 4452 3844 3790 2480 867

depth (m) ~
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Table 2. Trace element compositions of rock and mineral samples from the borehole at the Cheongwon site.  (unit : ppm)
GS-1 GS-2  GS3 GS4 GS5 GS6 GS-7 GS-8 GS9  GS-10 GS-11 GS-12
Ba 3221 8316 1018 7474 6128 1689 4320 2860 3153 3613 3460 6223
Cr <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 303 68.4 31.8 <1 <1 63.2 68.1
Sr 174 199 274 285 245 784 202 168 772 104 301 157
Zn 33.7 51.3 40.0 41.7 29.0 56.9 106 58.6 6.01 8.78 97.1 104
Sc <1 <1 <1 <1 1.31 6.56 14.9 8.94 <1 <1 16.7 16.8
\% 223 14.6 11.9 12.5 12.8 45.7 102 56.2 1.77 1.38 994 103
Zr 114 142 594 11.0 48.1 283 443 16.5 5.03 47.6 91.3 39.8
Be 4.73 2.73 1.54 2.99 2.86 1.24 2.55 1.57 10.3 6.04 3.29 2.28
Co 0.40 2.00 2.16 1.95 1.27 12.9 18.3 10.0 0.40 1.93 17.4 18.9
Ni <0.2 0.38 0.72 0.54 0.56 18.9 33.1 17.6 0.52 <0.2 30.8 345
Cu 19.4 1.77 2.16 2.04 1.19 153 2.90 1.25 0.31 8.23 2.85 23.1
Ga 39.8 65.7 76.6 63.6 56.9 19.9 46.8 29.0 20.1 40.7 43.0 60.8
Rb 240 134 178 165 225 113 159 82.5 15.1 214 117 203
Y 5.92 4.26 2.11 5.67 16.3 13.5 12.1 10.0 431 18.3 513 14.2
Nb 6.49 8.05 2.41 10.7 12.0 7.18 15.0 9.52 223 19.9 16.2 18.3
Cs 497 3.03 3.70 3.97 3.23 6.92 8.34 3.39 0.28 3.46 7.96 8.43
La 3.37 17.7 22.1 10.9 64.8 20.8 36.8 21.9 1.63 14.2 35.8 50.1
Ce 6.75 383 50.0 21.8 148 435 75.1 449 3.14 30.2 72.6 112
Pr 0.82 3.93 4.99 2.39 16.3 5.26 9.09 5.41 0.35 3.61 8.79 12.3
Nd 421 21.8 264 13.9 84.8 27.8 475 28.8 1.81 18.4 46.1 64.6
Sm 1.00 2.62 2.92 1.90 11.8 3.92 6.34 3.95 0.40 3.37 6.39 8.60
Eu 0.44 0.53 0.46 0.67 1.09 0.69 1.67 0.91 0.17 0.41 1.74 1.70
Gd 1.00 2.32 2.38 1.71 10.9 4.32 6.60 4.15 0.48 3.54 7.37 8.85
Tb 0.17 0.22 0.20 0.21 1.12 0.54 0.75 0.49 0.10 0.57 1.09 0.97
Dy 0.99 0.87 0.61 1.02 4.14 2.64 3.10 2.17 0.65 3.07 7.36 3.70
Ho 0.16 0.12 0.07 0.17 0.55 0.47 0.45 0.35 0.11 0.53 1.76 0.52
Er 0.48 0.38 0.22 0.50 1.45 1.31 1.14 0.96 0.33 1.49 6.19 1.33
Tm 0.07 0.04 0.01 0.06 0.13 0.15 0.11 0.11 0.06 0.20 0.99 0.14
Yb 0.55 0.35 0.14 0.49 0.89 1.11 0.85 0.82 0.54 1.51 8.50 1.05
Yb 0.55 0.35 0.14 0.49 0.89 1.1 0.85 0.82 0.54 1.51 8.50 1.05
Lu 0.07 0.05 0.02 0.06 0.11 0.16 0.13 0.12 0.07 0.20 1.31 0.16
Hf 0.86 4.63 2.26 3.84 2.58 0.90 1.51 0.52 0.40 2.48 3.13 1.65
Pb 3.90 29.0 349 344 38.8 6.22 35.8 24.1 224 69.2 36.8 23.6
Bi <02 <02 <02 <02 <02 0.55 0.26 0.48 <02 <02 <02 0.22
Th 3.63 7.95 10.3 6.88 62.6 8.40 18.4 9.73 0.89 18.2 18.0 24.5
U 234 1.23 0.51 8.92 9.93 1.41 2.51 1.52 4.09 213 332 3.01
F2FHDO) T SRS 2 AIe Table 39 pHL Eh, EC, DO®] A|7]'8 W3l EAg Bojsrt

AYEAT). Fig. 5ME AFE Az o 251
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Table 3. Chemical composition of groundwater samples according to depth in the borehole at the Cheongwon site.  (unit: mg/L)

Sample Depth Sampling Eh EC DO

- - 2 - . E *Q
+ + 2+ +
D @  Date pH () (uSem)(mgL) K' Na* Ca?" Mg Fe HCOy CI' SO F NO; %) (se0)

08/09/10 7.07 148 571 39 3.68 264 720 159 0.1 262 274 280 0.02 17.84.15 22
SG-GW1 110~120

16/10/10 644 323 556 3.01 3.51 262 716 159 0.03 265 209 225 013 195615 24

08/09/10 7.18 49.7 594 0.88 231 279 846 128 0.14 305 250 254 056 141238 73
SG-GW2 100~110

16/10/10 6.35 559 519 52 332 258 595 155 0.05 233 23.1 225 0.19 209491 103

08/09/10 834 -30.8 609 1.16 393 298 804 123 02 326 244 253 046 11.0-12 43
SG-GW6  60~70

16/10/10 6.62 184 548 4.0 336 269 647 146 0.03 253 229 243 023 192349 32

08/09/10 828 456 561 4.78 479 27.0 70.1 166 0.7 256 273 282 034 17.0484 43
SG-GW7 50~60

16/1/10 6.9 105 600 4.81 3.84 267 81.1 152 0.03 299 227 212 025 183458 23
SG-GW8 40-30 080910 731 714 500 735 4.01 264 547 165 027 207 275 280 0.17 184 5.67 108

09/09/10 5.66-20.8 481 1.13 3.58 27.2 455 169 0.06 192 275 283 0.16 195441 57
SG-GW12 0~10

1610110 6.65 132 469 R8.44 3.58 26.1 452 160 0.04 188 239 23.1 0.07 212615 24
*pumping time(second) required to fill a bottle of 1 liter

pli Eh(mV) EC(us/cm) DO(mg/L)
5 6 7 8 9 -50 0 50 100 150 200 400 500 60D 700 0 2 4 6 8 10
0 0 [—a—r——— 0 v . Y
~— Sep
—== Qct

~-20

~20 ¥

~40 F

60 ¥ -60

Depth(m,below ground surface)

~100 ¥ -100

=100

/

~20} ~g0}t
_so}
~cob
—gob

-80}

~100

~120 —120

~120

-120

Fig. 5. Depth variations of pH, EC, Eh, and DO of groundwater samples from the borehole at the Cheongwon site.

el AREEo] Rel& BlthTable 3). GS-GWI, GS-
GW6, GS-GW7 T7lellA Blad Be A5l deds
Bol, GS-GW-2, GS-GW-8 T7lie 423 Al
AEHE HLtHTable 3). WehM AR-77E A)9s 8
i 2708 A% —110—120m, A% -60—T70m, A=
~50~—60 m7-7+o| T}

2 e S84 Akl pHE 5.66~8.349)
HAE Bolr, 1A} AlZ]ol Y Asleee] pHE Y
A IRE FEFE Fuisi) oA F gashe A

3ke Rolw, pH oA Bl & Z9| wglE Bt}
23} A)7eixe A= pHe| WHsirt =] g

A5pre) A8t FAAH ) (Eh)e —30.8~148mVe] WS
Holm, A=W, A7E AolE EAr}. Ehel §834
ZF2 A3} 50-70m FERIA W 3he Hold, pHak
o] M M T ke Belt

Aakre] ANAETE 481~609 usieme] HHAE B
Ao}, ArlHEEe AN F7 AErA] Sk
g Holtpt -2 JoeE THhdhe AEE B



B

PP *Sept,
150 ¥ PP AR (et
IR .
100 '¥
= *s
E 50 ue *: .
= L & *
Ll AN 'ﬂté \‘
O F " '
e &5
-50 b
~100 *
5 6 7 & 9
pH
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Table 4. Depth variations of uranfum and radon-222 contents in
groundwater samples from the borehole at the Cheongwon site,

Sample  Dapth  Sampling Date Rn-222 Uarium
ID (m) (DIM/Y) (pCi/Ly  (ppb)
08/09/10 2,100 23.0
GS-GW1 110~120
16/10/10 1,790 14.6
08/09/10 2,840 178
GS-GW2 100~110
16/10/10 1,530 15.8
08/09/10 6,310 683
GS-GW6  60~70
16/10/10 2,770 104
08/09/10 2,100 0.03
GS-GW7  50~60
16/10/10 7,600 388
08/09/10 1,300 184
GS-GW8  40~50
16/10/10 - -
09/09/10 1,710 6.54
GS-GWI12  5~10
16/10/10 1,290 9.10
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Fig. 7. Depth variations in the major element composition of groundwater in the borehole at the Cheongwon site.

T 85 71&A] olslolAwt FHAYY B &
:H_/\} gzoz 3 2oy 27|49 Aoz ok
1=
T2lEHEty /&
A Eg Aslpe] =2E Fo]H % (Piper, 1944)] =
Aak ®E Ca-HCO,9| 30l TAEthFig. 8). 67}
A Al AR BE fARE AR wAlEe] g

357 {4 TR )8 HoIFAE ek o]
AFEEE 2 Aolg nelFAE Reth YKo 3

73t 2 IR 23] AskekA sk
Rslz710) FURlE 2ade] Ca-HCO; 30l 213t
7} A= CaNa)}-HCO:2| 788 AX ste] vt
el 127149 Na-HCO,; 3202 Aoldtig
59, 1997). ATAG AFEFABIE U] x|
BpEe Eenuete g 2Aso] AL pHY} 3}



JUA ART s SRl 2 AR AE

%\;’é
R

g

d 173

A

o September

HCOs +COs -

Na+K

Fig. 8. Trilinear plot showing the chemical composition of groundwater samples from the borehole at the Cheongwon site.

o S AT s AsE

2
Al F7IdA Ajishe Aoew Hth

oAt AI A

SEhae A EAlehe AhFelA 7 FAL
AV faolth B AoMe Aalg] ke 31k
8] ERoX by AR P8It AlFE s
¥ A S0 FEE 0.03-683 ppbe] BHE 4
T & AolE RojFt) 53] AE -50m—60m, A%
-60 m—T70m, A% —100m~—110m FZHIAE u=
EPA®] 7)R] 30ppbE A 2SI UTh(Table 4). Al
7MEEE 990l AFE Aakr AE7E 108 AFE AR
Xt} GS-GW7, GS-GWI2E A3l o & g
Holn|, AFAAI7HZ wl$- & FrwsE Bt 3
GS-GWT777F Alakpe] 745 98 13} A7) AlBolA =
0.03 ppbollA] 22101 109 AJBollAE 388 ppbiz A &
7FIA 0, GS-GW6 A|51r2] 7% 683 ppbellA] 104 ppb
2 A ZBASIAA, GS-GW2 A 3K ] 178 ppboll A
158 ppb= FA ZAsIH) o9k 72L& A SakE
o] & Aole v w72 A a9l o
g AR, T 313 2”19 e dAlzAe 24
apA) ekom g 9 2l Al A §Al0] o] FeAok
AR AEke SiMT 4 9lg 2oR JekE)

kAo R Elgel ol B A3le gl
T R 2w o) hEo] ey HEE A
QEC] dFol”] witolt), ATRH NFF- RS &

T TS 1,290~7,600 pCi/L7E AEEo], ¥|=F EPAY
AMCLSI 4,000 pCi/LE 27 F7ZH-50~60m, —60~-70m)
ol ZHch Ru2229] F5w eHael S8 thAl
Z Hjgake SAE 2ol Ax B AV FEiE o
W3l Btk $ehgd Rn-2229] ek Wil A)2ds
e} okl ke e ¥ Fig 40N BolETh

|
JTh Fig. 9(a), (b), ©% (e S-L2HRY wHohzt
T} o)

Eaie}

T »

2 st 24 W7 S e] el S WA
oy

P (radioactive inclusionyS HFTh, o] WA}
o] 23k Wb d Bhradioactive haloy S-FH1HollA
2 30)E, G APl E ER1IETHFIg. He)ot
(). G oz AR M ERES R W
A Be] e v SR sitelMe 1l olslk®

K

>

N



174 ARG - AR - oldF - Y FBET - WS

{e)

Fig. 9. Photomicrographs showing radioactive inclusions in biotite {a-d) and quartz (e-f) from biotite schist.
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