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Satisfaction on Marital Relationship
of Husband and Wife in Old Age

Cheong-Seok Kim - Hyung-Ju Choi

The prolongation of life expectancy has expanded the duration of marriage in old
age. In the meanwhile, the change of life style emphasizing privacy and
sociodemographic environment favoring independent living has increased the
number and proportion of the elderly living with spouse only. This study, focusing
on those aged 60 and over who live with spouse only the elderly, explores their
marital relationship. The study pays a special attention to compare whether and how
the satisfaction on the relationship with spouse would differ between husband and
wife. The ordered logit model analysis is conducted based on the nationwide survey
2008 Korean National Survey of Welfare Need in the Elderly'. The results show
that the marital relationship satisfaction of husbands is influenced by their own
characteristics but hardly affected by his wife's. In contrast, the satisfaction of wife
is influenced by husband's characteristics as well as hers. These finding reflect that
women are more strongly family-centered and dependent on their husband.

Key Words: Elderly couple, Marital relationship, Husband and wife, Ordered logit model





