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Socioeconomic Characteristics of Single-Mother versus
Single-Father Households of Children 12 or Younger:
Focusing on Divorced Parents

Yean-Ju Lee - Seung-Kwon Kim

With a substantial rise in divorce rates since the mid 1990s, single-parent
households are increasing rapidly in Korea. Often it is believed that children in
single-mother households suffer the most economically and socially with the marital
disruption of the parents. This study hypothesizes that in Korea the socioeconomic
status of single-father households may be lower than that of single-mother
households mainly because low-income divorced women are not able to form their
own households with children. The analysis is based on two sub-samples from the
2% sample of the 2005 Census, one, with children 12 years old or younger and, the
other, with divorced mothers of children of the same ages. The findings support the
hypothesis that previously-married single fathers show the lowest educational and
occupational status among 6 groups of parents: fathers and mothers from two-parent
families, fathers and mothers from married but spouse-absent families, and
previously-married single fathers and mothers. Divorced mothers’likelihood of living
apart from their children has a strong negative association with their educational
attainment, with the highest likelihood among women of middle school or lower
education and the lowest likelihood among women with college education. Although
single mothers comprise a larger percentage of single-parent households,
single-father households demonstrate a particular vulnerability with their weak

socioeconomic status.

Keywords: Household type, Single-father households, Single-mother households,
Socioeconomic status, Divorced mothers





