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A Study of the Beautiful Girls’ Fashion Styles in the Japan Animations
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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to clarify the symbolic meanings of the beautiful girls” character fashion in modern
Japanese animations. This study investigated the currency and characteristics of the beautiful girls’ characters from
the 80’s to the present. The fashion style of a beautiful girl's character was categorized into four styles: trendy style,
adult style, Lolita style and fantasy style. These fashion styles were analyzed, and as a result, three symbolic meanings
of the fashion style of a beautiful girl's character are discussed. Firstly, these occidentalized body styles represented
idealized body images that are not traditionally Japanese. Secondly, the adult style (growth) represented coming out,
i.e. the desires to develop from a child into an adult. Thirdly, the adult (transformation), Lolita and fantastic styles
appealed to maniac consumers, having a “Moe” feeling.
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