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<Table 1> General characteristics (N=429)
n(%) or M(SD)
Characteristics Associate Bachelor x%ort p Range
(n=257) (n=172)
Gender
Male 6( 2.3) 1( 0.6)
Female 252(97.7) 171(99.4) 1.96 161 i
Age(years)
18-20 15( 5.8) 1( 0.6)
21-25 231(89.5) 163(94.8) 7.90 019 .
Above 26 12( 4.7) 8( 4.7)
21.9(2.05) 23.0(1.90) -5.85 <.001 18-43
Reasons to applying*
To get a job 179(69.6) 94(54.6)
For voluntary service 16( 6.2) 9( 5.2) - - -
On the recommendation from significant other 45(17.5) 50(29.1)

*Multiple responses
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<Table 2> Characteristics related to nursing (N=429)
n(%) or M(SD)
Characteristics Associate Bachelor x2 or t* P Range
(n=257) (n=172)
Departments interested in’
Intensive care unit 94(36.6) 79(45.9)
Surgery 20( 7.8) 19(11.0)
Internal medicine 28(10.9) 13( 7.6)
Operating room 85(33.1) 46(26.7)
Obstetric& Gynecology 69(26.8) 37(21.5) i i i
Pediatrics 26(10.1) 17( 9.9)
Emergency room 20( 7.8) 60(34.9)
Others 31(12.1) 15( 8.7)
Working places desired after graduation
Hospital 228(89.8) 153(90.0)
Community 9( 3.5) 7( 4.0)
Abroad 12( 4.7) 7( 4.1) 0.72 .949 -
None 2( 0.8) 2( 1.2)
Others 3( 1.2) 1( 0.6)
Working periods desired after graduation (year)
1-3 56(22.0) 44(25.9)
4-5 60(23.5) 48(28.2)
6-10 94(36.9) 51(30.0) 4.09 394 1-40
11-15 6( 2.4) 6( 3.5)
above 15 39(15.3) 21(12.4)
9.5(7.57) 8.6(7.00) 1.25% 214
Satisfaction
Theoretical education 7.3(1.64) 7.0(1.7 ) 1.86* .063 2-10
Practice education 7.0(1.75) 6.5(1.9 ) 2.43% 016 0-10
Grade point average (score)
Less than 3.0 1( 0.4) 0( 0.0)
3.01-Less than 3.5 42(17.9) 17(10.4) 570 127 i
3.51-Less than 4.0 141(60.0) 113(69.3) ’ '
Above 4.0 51(21.7) 33(20.2)
3.7(0.32) 3.7(0.25) -1.30* 194 2.7-4.5
Clinical competence 3.6(0.42) 3.7(0.40) -2.70% .007 2.6-5.0
Critical thinking disposition 3.3(0.31) 3.4(0.28) -2.69% .008 2.5-4.4
Professional conduct 4.0(0.53) 4.2(0.47) -4.19%* <.001 2.3-5.0
Communication skill 4.0(0.59) 4.1(0.51) -3.21% .001 2.6-5.0

* ttest | Multiple responses

4278 A7k 3dA DT HAAE@.0-) Rt E9kon 2
o]7F ASTHt=-4.19, p<.001). AT 7]ER 34 FEat
AE4.0ET 4dA] s dart =3%koH
BAA Zol7) QIS tht=-3.21, p=.001).

UM SO N EM, 7158 2iH SMale
AR

g date] dukd EAT 7tgs BHEA] 5
7ol zpol7l QAW Q91¥ 7
<Table 3>7} 2t} ¥THF

o
p<.001), AHFRE TFHE(r=0.30, p<.001), H]FHAL A&

=S WSS 17(2), 20114 8¥

(r=0.52, p<.001), SJAFARTE 7]%(r=0.50, p<.001),
(r=0.52, p<.001)3} == A+
T EAE Sle AR YEyit

AT 7l A BEe 57 WEE FYlsk]

AT 3dAl e s
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<Table 3> Correlation among variables

(N=429)

r(o)

Clinical Theoretical education Practice education  Critical thinking Professional
competence Satisfaction Satisfaction disposition conduct

Theoretical education 0.33

satisfaction (<.001) i

Practice education 0.30 0.58

satisfaction (<.001) (<.001) i

Critical thinking 0.52 0.11 1.00

disposition (<.001) ( .016) ( .028) i

Professional conduct L W% L U -
(<.001) (<.001) ( .007) (<.001)

Communication skill 0.50 0.14 0.19 0.41 0.54
(<.001) ( .003) (<.001) (<.001) (<.001)

49). 394 7Eabge] PsBEel FFE MAE Fo we oz yehtor, 71ast A 54 4dAl 1mstst
(p=24), 1B )

434 rsstAe] Qe s vAE dFel] 2 T, SHE 57)E, vwE AL
& ekl an(F=28.97, p<.001), EF2] A 40.0% I diall Z1disks sl A zkel7t glAIRE,
THAd] R*=40). F%9 5709 29 & AHus wErs 3 A adA rskado] 3A
[e]

2 mqel A Fakeick 4yl
o

KeN
A 71E(p=25), OlEIG WHI(p=

=.19)¢] o]¢ltTable 5>.

g T T,
o= 4l 3
gell Aol7k slom A5u

sl gk

A A uSe] v 3dA] ko] 4dA et
= 0 SpRT 294, F el felE o)k Yk ol 3
ot A% A Bl 4dAl e Wit
AT QIFATHS 4dA SRR fA BE ARAR] Afncks 2lo] duM 1Esks Hey
<Table 4> Factors affecting clinical competence in associate students (N=257)
Independent variables BETA B S.E t yel Adj R* F yel
Constant .54 21 2.54 012
Critical thinking disposition 28 38 .08 5.01 <.001
Theoretical education satisfaction .20 .05 .02 3.24 .001
Professional conduct 24 .19 .05 4.07 <.001 49 4988 <001
Communication skill 15 A1 .04 2.50 .013
Practice education satisfaction .14 .03 .01 2.29 .023
<Table 5> Factors affecting clinical competence in bachelor students (N=172)
Independent Variables BETA B S.E t p Adj R* F yel
Constant 15 .34 0.42 672
Critical thinking disposition 35 .50 .09 5.51 <.001
Communication skill .25 .20 .05 3.78 <.001 40 28.97 <.001
Theoretical education satisfaction 23 .05 .02 3.67 <.001
Professional conduct .19 .16 .06 2.75 .007
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Comparison of Factors affecting Clinical Competence
between Associate and Bachelor Nursing Students
Completed Nursing Courses

Lee, Eun-Ja" - Yi, Yeo-Jin? - Kim, Young-Sook" - Jo, Hyun-Sook"
Kim, Hye-Soon" - Kim, Yun-Mi® - Park, Kwang-Hi® - Kim, Ji-Soo®

1) Professor, Department of Nursing, Gachon University of Medicine and Science
2) Associate Professor, Department of Nursing, Gachon University of Medicine and Science
3) Assistant Professor, Department of Nursing, Gachon University of Medicine and Science

Purpose: This study was to compare the influencing factors of clinical competence between associate and
bachelor nursing students completing nursing courses. Method: The subjects were 429 students completing the
nursing courses (172 bachelor course students, and 257 associate course students). The study design was cross
sectional. Results: Bachelor students showed a significant higher score in clinical competence than associate
students. There were significant influencing factors on clinical competence including critical thinking disposition,
professional conduct, communication skill, theoretical education satisfaction, and practice education satisfaction. The
strongest factor influencing clinical competence was critical thinking disposition. All the factors mentioned above
explained 49% of clinical competence in associate courses, and 40.0% in bachelor courses excluding the factor of
practice education satisfaction. The level of theoretical and practice education satisfaction of bachelor courses was
significantly lower than associate. Conclusion: It is recommended that associate course nursing students should be
encouraged in critical thinking disposition, professional conduct, and communication skill. Bachelor course nursing
students should be encouraged in practical education including practical environments, instruction methods, and
content for improving clinical competence.
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