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Abstract : Wetland awareness is a crucial factor for wetland conservation and management. A multidisciplinary
approach is needed for the understanding of wetland awareness as associated with history, culture, and
social-economics of human society. In addition, a historical investigation of the causes and areas of destruction is
important. Therefore, the aim of this study was to confirm how people understood and managed wetlands in the
Joseon Dynasty using historical records (Annals of the Joseon Dynasty). Approximately twenty words were found in
the historical records that were used to indicate and describe wetlands and/or wet soil conditions. Most records of
wetlands have a negative context. This negative attitude towards wetlands could have influenced wetland use. Most
wetlands had been converted to cultivation areas especially rice paddies although some wetlands, which were used
for irrigation of cultivated crops or reclaimed as cultural land had been specially managed. Because wetlands were
poorly drained soil and were located near streams or rivers, they were culturally important within the environment as
water for rice paddies.

Key words : public awareness, Joseon Dynasty, reclamation, Annals of the Joseon Dynasty, wetland
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FA] (k) Wetland *
(= Upland wetland *
FUEED Wetland -
BRI D) Marsh *
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2] (Y ) Wetland -
X (i) Wet grassland -
TRV Swamp, marsh *
A FA (KR Lowland *
A A (AT Lowland *
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=G HD Reed bed *
201 Pond, marsh *
(i) Pond, stream, water ;

channel

M) Pond, wet grass *
AN Pond, pool *
() Grass, marsh *
S Upland wet soil, riparian *
() Sandbank *
Ye) Clay soil land *
A(H) Wetland *
At Lake *
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found in Annals of the Joseon Dynasty
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Fig. 3 Various marks for wetlands including lakes and ditches in old maps
(a) Gwangyeodo(published in the early 19" century), Gangwon Province,
(b) Gwangyeodo, Gyeongggi Province,

(c) Yeojido(published in the late 18" century), Jeollanam Province
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Fig. 5 Wetlands distribution in Changwon Cityin old maps; (a) Haedongjido(published in the 18"
century), (b) 1872 Gibangdo (c) Yeojido(published in the late 18" century)
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