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Clinical Features of Pokeweed Intoxication Experienced in a Univer sty Hospital
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Ah Reum Kim, M.D., Jae Hyung Choi, M.D., Jae Woo Kim, M.D.

Department of Emergency Medicine, College of Medicine, Soonchunhyang University, Korea

Purpose: Although Pokeweed intoxication is relatively less severe, thereis little data onthe clinical presentation

ofPokeweed intoxication in Korea. This study examined the clinical aspectsto providebasic data for evaluating

Pokeweed intoxication.

Methods: A retrospective study by a chart review was performedon 19 patients who ingested Pokeweed and pre-

sented to anacademic emergency department with an annual census of 40,000 between March 2012 and May 2012.

Results: Nineteen patients were identified. All patients wereintoxicated unintentionally. The most common symp-

toms were vomiting with diarrhea and abdominal pain. The onset time varied, but occurs 30 minutes to 5 hours post

ingestion of Pokeweed. All patients were discharged without fatal complications.

Conclusion: Compared to previous reports, mostpokeweed poisoning patients complain of gastrointestinalsymp-

toms. Supportive care is the mainstay of the management of pokeweed intoxication. All symptoms were resolved

over a 24 to 48 hour period.
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(median)®} FWZk(mode), AREL13E H$(25~75 per-
centiles, Interquartile Range, IQR)Z A5} gt}
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8(63.2%), A&} 798 (30.8%0) 2.2 FA7 o @gkow, 3
T AL 54 54 (median 57; mode 59; IQR 44~64)
o 25 532 108(52.6%)F Bl T2 ol 3o €
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583 A7 9#(47 4%) 2 ARE HAHo =

29 L
5% A=
s S5 PR TEA gL e AR 4
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£ FA 9 7971 38(15.8%) Gri(Table 1). 253
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£-83 3t
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30; IQR 30~240)0]1 21} 30% o] F7go] wralgh 734
7} 10#1(52.6%) SdoH, 4417k o] Fof| FAfo] A gl 79
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Fig. 1. The onset time of symptoms following Pokeweed ingestion.

Table 2. Symptoms, signs and onset time
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Symptom & sign Fregquency (%) Onset time, median (mode; |QR*) minutes
Vomiting 19 (100) 30 (30; 30-240)

Diarrhea 14 (73.6) 30 (30; 30-240)

Abdominal pain 13 (68.4) 30 (30; 30-240)

Dizziness 2(10.5) 105 (30; 30-180)

Headache 1(52 10

Febrile sensation 1(52 90

Fever 1(52 15

Weakness 1(52 180

* |QR: interquantile range.
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