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ABSTRACT: This study examines the spatial compositions of children’s reading rooms, furniture
characteristics, and users’ satisfaction levels for the furniture in public libraries. Field measure-
ments and surveys were performed in 5 public libraries. Results imply that the spatial compositions
of reading rooms in libraries were classified into three categories according to the locations of
bookshelves and reading space. Management areas should not be located at the edge of reading
rooms but be located at the center of reading rooms to avoid clerks’ narrow viewing angle toward
young kids and to ensure security for the kids. The evaluation for bookshelves according to
evaluation checklists was acceptable, but users were not always satisfied with the bookshelves
due to the inappropriate positions of books in shelves. The evaluation for desks was generally
acceptable according to the checklists and users were satisfied with them. In general, the desk
with higher scores by the checklist provided better satisfaction to users. However, the score by
checklist for chair and user satisfaction were not always similar each other. Convenience areas
in reading rooms were not enough compared to bookshelf, reading and management area. Computer
tables that were designed in a way that users sit down and use the computers were highly

preferred.

Key words: Spatial composition(&3F4d), Children’s reading room(o}s < @2!), Public library
(¥ %A ), Fumiture characteristics(7F154]), User satisfaction(Ab-& 2} TH& %)
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= 7 ASe] U W = AFEAEQ] o™ o) Table 1 Overview for selected libraries
of ANA Ag=7F = A &ar AAE 7holl gt General Libraries
LA o] EAEo] ojdo]§ A Alge] dadh Information A B C D E
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Total floor arealm’] 5059 6,322 6,526 7,262 3,456
3. A4 |:<'>|'|:|£|I Number of floor

(basement/ground) V3 15 14 25 14
3.1 A 224 Children's reading ooz /1951 9195 1552 2412
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Fig. 6 Selected view of reading room space
(left : bookshelf area, right : management
area).

Fig. 7 Selected view of reading room space

e i .
', ndill

(left : reading area, right : convenience
area).
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Table 2 Checklist index for furniture based
on a scale for children

No Content of furniture Average value
1 Height of bookshelf 110~140 cm

2 Depth of bookshelf 16~20 cm

3 Height of counter for lending 100~110 cm

4 Height of desk 44~62 cm

5 Height of chair 33~41 cm

6 Height of window lower than 60 cm
7 Height of computer desk lower than 60 cm
8 Height of shoerack lower than 24 cm
9 Width of shoerack 21 cm

10 Width of shoerack 27 cm

Table 3 Evaluation scale for furniture
conditions

Fulfillment level for checklist index(FLC)  Scale

FLC = 100% 5
5% < FLC < 100% 4
50% < FLC < 75% 3
25% < FLC < 50% 2

FLC < 25% 1

Table 4 Questionnaires for survey

No Content

It is hard to get books because they are kept
at higher positions in bookshelves.

It is hard to get books because they are kept
at deeper positions in bookshelves.

It is inconvenient because books are projected
from bookshelves.

It is inconvenient to pass through between
4 bookshelves because the distance between the
bookshelves is narrow.

5 Desks are not big enough to put books.

It is inconvenient because the height of desks
are higher or lower for my needs.

It is inconvenient because the height of chairs
are higher or lower for my needs.

It is inconvenient because the height of
8 checkout desks are higher or lower for my
needs.

It is inconvenient because the height of
shoeracks are higher or lower for my needs.

It is inconvenient because the height of
10 computer desks are higher or lower for my
needs.
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Table 5 Voting scale

Answer Voting scale

Strongly agree 1

Moderately agree

Slightly agree

Moderately disagree

Ol | | W | N

Strongly disagree
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Table 6 Spatial analysis for reading rooms
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Fig. 8 Evaluation on furniture in reading room
according to checklist for children.
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Fig. 9 Evaluation on furniture in reading room
according to checklist for children.
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Fig. 10 Duration of reading room usage.
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Fig. 11 Satisfaction for bookshelf.
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Fig. 12 Evaluation scores by index and users’
mean satisfaction level for bookshelf.
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