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The Early Adaptation of Infants at Child Care Centers According to the
Characteristics of the Infants, Mothers and Child Care Teachers
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to investigate any differences which exist in the early adaptation of infants at child
care center according to the characteristics of the infants themselves, their mothers and their child care
teachers. The subjects consisted of the infants themselves, their mothers, and teachers at 11 child care
centers in Chung-nam and Daejeon cities. Data were collected by means of the PAQ (The Preschool
Adjustment Questionnaire) and questionnaires regarding the rearing attitudes of the mothers. For the
purpose of data analysis, a T-test and one-way ANOVA were used. The results were as follows.

First, there were significant differences in terms of the early adaptation of infants according to their
ages and their length of experience in child care centers. Second, there were no significant differences
in the early adaptation of infants according to the child rearing attitudes of the mothers and between
unemployed mothers and the employed mothers. Third, there were significant differences in the early

adaptation of infants according to the child care teachers’ level of career experience and their ages.
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<Table 1> The general characteristics of infants

Variable N%) Mean age of the moon
Boy 92(51.1%) 31.80
Gender
Girl 88(48.9%) 31.33
Infants From 12 month to 30 month 65(36.1%) 25.45
Age of the moon  From 31 month to 35 month 61(33.9%) 32.87
36 month and over 54(30.0%) 37.48

<Table 2> The measuring instrument of infants’ early adaption

Variable Question number Total number Cronbach’s a
Prosocial behavior 1, 2, 3,4 4 794
Positive emotion 5,6,7, 8,9 5 817

Peer relations 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 5 .850

Ego strength? 15, 16, 18, 19 4 .858

Adaptation of daily tasks 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 11 815
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<Table 3> The questionnaire of mother’s rearing attitudes

Variable Question number Total number  Cronbach’s a
Affectionate attitude 3, 4, 14, 16, 17, 19, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34 12 .808
Rejective attitude 1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 15, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43 12 .808
Self-regulating attitude 8, 9, 10, 18, 20, 21, 22, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48 12 .651
Controlled attitude 5, 6, 7, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 35, 36, 37 12 675
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<Table 4> The difference in the infants” early adaption according to their gender

Variable Gender N M SD t
Boy 92 2.82 .67
Prosocial behavior -1.30
Girl 88 2.94 .60
Boy 92 3.04 .67
Positive emotion .87
Girl 88 2.95 .67
Boy 92 3) FolddlHS 12718 @3l 310 Wk, 3170
Peer relations - HoPeiA 3o/ i 3o/ o)A 69 1
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<Table 5> The difference in the infants’ early adaption according to their age of the moon

Variable Infants’ age of the moon N M SD F Scheffé

From 12 month to 30 month(a) 65 2.66 .60

Prosocial From 31 month to 35 month(b) 61 2.88 .66
behavior 36 month and over(c) 54 3.13 58 846+ c>b>a

Total 180 2.88 .64

From 12 month to 30 month(a) 65 2.94 .65

Positive From 31 month to 35 month(b) 61 2.88 73
emotion 36 month and over(c) 54 321 59 3.95¢ c>ab

Total 180 3.00 .67

From 12 month to 30 month(a) 65 2.75 .57

Peer From 31 month to 35 month(b) 61 2.96 .67
relations 36 month and over(c) 54 321 60 803« c>ab

Total 180 2.96 .64

From 12 month to 30 month(a) 65 2.75 .64

Ego From 31 month to 35 month(b) 61 271 18
strength 36 month and over(c) 54 3.02 69 3.19+ c>ab

Total 180 2.82 71

) From 12 month to 30 month(a) 65 3.17 .52

Adaptation  From 31 month to 35 month(b) 61 3.23 58
of daily 36 month and over(c) 54 342 47 3.54+ c>ab

tasks
Total 180 3.26 54

wxp < 001, *p < .05.
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<Table 6> The difference in the infants’ early adaption according to their experience period of

child care center

Variable  Experience period of child care center N M SD F Schefté

From 1 month to 6 month(a) 21 2.60 52

Prosocial From 7 month to 12 month(b) 27 3.11 53
behavior 13 month and over(c) 16 2.89 6 48+ b>c>a

Total 64 2.89 .58

From 1 month to 6 month(a) 21 2.60 .82

Positive From 7 month to 12 month(b) 27 3.31 .58
emofion 13 month and over(c) 16 2.96 65 024+ b>c>a

Total 64 2.99 74

From 1 month to 6 month(a) 21 2.76 71

Peer From 7 month to 12 month(b) 27 3.30 .56
relations 13 month and over(c) 16 3.00 59 448 b>c>a

Total 64 3.05 .65

From 1 month to 6 month(a) 21 2.54 77

Ego From 7 month to 12 month(b) 27 3.07 .63
strength 13 month and over(c) 16 2.82 g1 32 b>c>a

Total 64 2.83 73

) From 1 month to 6 month(a) 21 3.06 .53

Adapta.tlon From 7 month to 12 month(b) 27 3.46 46
of daily 13 month and over(c) 16 323 43 428 b>c>a

tasks
Total 64 3.27 .50

=p < 0Ll *p < .05.
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<Table 7> The difference in the infants’ early adaption according to their mothers’ rearing attitudes

Affectionate-self regulating(V = 85)

Affectionate-controlled(NV = 87)

Variable

M SD M SD
Prosocial behavior 2.93 .64 2.83 .63 98
Positive emotion 3.01 .65 3.02 .67 -17
Peer relations 2.99 .63 2.93 .64 .64
Ego strength 2.86 74 278 .68 73
Adaptation of daily tasks 3.27 33 3.26 S5 14
Total 3.01 2.97 297 54 .56
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<Table 8> The difference in the
the employed mothers

infants’ early adaption according

to the unemployed mothers and

The unemployed mothers and

Variable the employed mothers N M D !
Employed mothers 97 2.89 .61

Prosocial behavior 22
Unemployed mothers 83 2.87 .68
Employed mothers 97 2.98 .68

Positive emotion -.44
Unemployed mothers 83 3.02 .67
Employed mothers 97 3.00 .64

Peer relations .86
Unemployed mothers 83 291 .63
Employed mothers 97 2.90 .69

Ego strength 1.66
Unemployed mothers 83 2.72 74

Adaptation of daily Employed mothers 97 327 52 ®
tasks Unemployed mothers 83 3.26 56
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<Table 9> The difference in the infants’ early adaption according to their teachers’ careers

Variable Teacher’s career N M SD t
From 1 year to 5 year 89 2.87 .61
Prosocial behavior -22
6 year and over 91 2.89 .68
From 1 year to 5 year 89 2.93 .65
Positive emotion -1.32
6 year and over 91 3.07 .70
From 1 year to 5 year 89 293 .62
Peer relations -48
6 year and over 91 2.98 .66
From 1 year to 5 year 89 2.73 .64
Ego strength -1.65
6 year and over 91 291 77
Adaptation of daily From 1 year to 5 year 89 3.17 .50 525
tasks 6 year and over 91 3.35 .56 '
*p < .05.

<Table 10> The difference in the infants’ early adaption according to their teachers’ ages

Teacher’ age N M SD F Scheflé
From 22 year to 27 year(a) 52 2.96 .63
Prosocial From 28 year to 34 year(b) 78 2.96 .60 b
behavior 35 year and over(c) 50 2.67 .67 3.85 a,0b>c¢
Total 180 2.88 .64
From 22 year to 27 year(a) 52 2.95 74
Positive From 28 year to 34 year(b) 78 3.16 .59
) 4.65+ a, b >c¢
emotion 35 year and over(c) 50 2.80 .68
Total 180 3.00 .67
From 22 year to 27 year(a) 52 3.09 .64
Peer From 28 year to 34 year(b) 78 2.99 .57 b
relations 35 year and over(c) 50 2.77 1 331 a,0b>c¢
Total 180 2.96 .64
From 22 year to 27 year(a) 52 2.79 .76
Ego From 28 year to 34 year(b) 78 2.95 .66
strength 35 year and over(c) 50 265 73 271
Total 180 2.82 71
From 22 year to 27 year(a) 52 322 52
Adaptation of ~ From 28 year to 34 year(b) 78 3.30 49
daily tasks 35 year and over(c) 50 325 63 38
Total 180 3.26 54

*p < .05.
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<Table 11> The difference in the infants early adaption according to their teachers academic
backgrounds
Variable Teacher’s academic N M D ;
background

Below college grades 130 2.83 .64

Prosocial behavior -1.46
Above university grades 50 2.99 .63
Below college grades 130 3.01 .69

Positive emotion 34
Above university grades 50 297 .63
Below college grades 130 2.93 .63

Peer relations -98
Above university grades 50 3.04 .67
Below college grades 130 2.83 .67

Ego strength 31
Above university grades 50 2.79 .84
Adaptation of daily Below college grades 130 3.26 53

-30
tasks Above university grades 50 328 57
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