http : //dx.doi.org/10.5723/KJCS.2012.33.3.177

ot wd W tEdtals 3ol tieh wab /14 B A

Teachers’ Perceptions and Practices in the Early Childhood Classroom
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to discuss current problems and the directionality of multicultural
education by examining the perceptions of teachers regarding the implementation of multicultural
education and the actual practice of it within early childhood classroom. The study participants included
a total of 7 teachers and 41 young children (3 children from multicultural families). Data were gathered
by in-depth interviews with 7 teachers and non-participant observations in two classrooms. The results
of our examination of teachers’ perceptions of multicultural education were as follows. It is addressed
only when there are children from multicultural families present in the classroom. Furthermore, it is
only addressed in terms of specific life themes, and it requires external supporting instruction and
resources because it is difficult to implement multicultural education by most teachers. The current
practice of multicultural education is being addressed through an assimilative approach. It was also clear
that teachers respond ambivalently to the issue of cultural particularity in children from multicultural
families and use an individualized educational approach situated within the cultural deficit model. etc.

Based on these results, the implications and limitations were also discussed.
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<Table 1> Eary childhood teachers’ personal information and experience related to  multicultural
education
Teacher Teacher Teacher Teacher Teacher Teacher Teacher
A B C D E F G
Age 31 26 28 30 25 37 30
Career 8th year 5th year 5th year 8th year 3th year  14th year 7th year
Universit funior Universit funior Junior Graduate Universit
Education rad atey college rad atey college college school rad atey
gradu graduate gradu graduate  graduate finished gradu
Children’s age  Class for Class for Class for  Class for Class for Class for Class for
of class in fully 5 fully 5 fully 4 fully 3 fully 4 fully 3 fully 5
charge years old years old years old  years old years old years old years old
Experience of o
being in 0 (Year in
charge of (Year in X (0} % X 2008 (0}
children from 2009, (Present) 2 (Present)
. 2010)
multicultural 2010)
e Present)
families
0] (0} (0}
Experience of (In-service (In-service  (In-service
training X X X education X education education
multicultural for for for
education childcare childcare childcare
teacher) teacher) teacher)
Method of
acquiring Activity Activity Activity Documen Document Document
information on data data data t and X and and internet
multicultural collection collection collection internet internet
education
Private Private National National
.W(?rklpg Kindergarten ~ Kindergarten — Kindergarten child care child and PUth anc.l public
institution center care child child care
center care center center
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<Table 2> Information of background on preschoolers from multicultural families

Kim Ju-Hye Shin Jun-Min Jeong Yun-Gyeong
Age Aged 5 Aged 4 Aged 4
Gender Female Male Female
She has little differ-  1c 1as Dlack skin colorand has =g 4 4 b nical white
a little difference from Korean . L .
ences from Korean . .. child, and has distinct differ-
Appearance children in light of appearance

children in light of

such as showing facial feature in

ence in appearance from

. K hildren.
appearance Southeast Asian people. common Korean children
Place of birth Korea Vietnam Korea
Time of being March 2009 March 2010 March 2010
admitted
Teacher Teacher G . .
(class name) (haetsalban) Teacher C (misoban) Teacher C (misoban)

Father : aged 44

Father : aged 32

Father : aged 40

Parents’
arents age Mother : aged 32 Mother : aged 28 Mother : aged 31
Father : i
ather  production Father : production worker, . . .
.. worker, . . . Father : trading business,
Parents’ job Mother : part-time job at

Mother : housewife
(by-work at home)

restaurant

Mother : housewife

Korean father,
philippine mother,
elder brother (aged 6)

Family background

Vietnamese father,
Vietnamese mother

Korean father, Russian
mother, younger sister
(aged 2)
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