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A Study on Adoption of Curriculum Autonomy Policy
by a Middle School

Hyun-Sook CHO - Dae-Hyun KIM"

(Gupo Middle School - " Pusan National University)

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to figure out adoption of curriculum autonomy policy by a
middle school. To achieve the purpose, official documents accepted or produced by the
school were examined regarding how much curriculum autonomy was given to the school.
As well as, minutes on curriculum organization and implementation and interviews with
significant figures in the school were analyzed to reveal how the school exerted its

curriculum autonomy. The results

indicated that superior educational

administrative

institution that had made decision on curriculum autonomy policy and promoted it
constantly sent to the school official documents that required it to report what had been

done. Such practices prevented the

school

from autonomous organization and

implementation of curriculum. In addition, as most decisions on curriculum organization and
implementation at school level was made by administrator and teachers with special
position, most teachers remained at passive status to accept what had decided by them.
Parents’ committee did not exercise their rights by lack of expertise and passive attitude.

Key words . Curriculum autonomy, Curriculum policy, Official documents, Adoption
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