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Middle—aged Female Volunteers' Evaluations on Their

Volunteering and Implications for the Adult Life—long Education

Seung Hee KIM - ' Hyang Eun KIM
(Kosin University)

Abstract

This study analyzed middle—aged woman volunteers' evaluations on their volunteering
and its implications for the adult life—long education. The subjects were 126 women aged
from 35 to 59 who enrolled in the volunteer centers in Busan, Korea. They participated in
the survey of the volunteer effects and the factors that made them continue to volunteer.
Survey said, middle—aged women volunteers perceived that they got positive feedback
from others and themselves and it made them keep doing on volunteering. Based on their
volunteering experiences, they reported the personal effects such as positivism, caring,
volunteering capacity, industry, maturity and the family member's effects such as
positivism and participating in their volunteering. They also mentioned that they had
positive and negative effects on family relationship such as family relation reinforcement
and being indifferent to their own family. Based on the research findings, it was the
emphasized that supports for volunteering of the middle—aged women that helps them to
accomplish the developmental tasks in the middle age are necessary. A scheme of linkage
between volunteering and the adult life—long education was also dealt with. Finally, the
implications on the further studies in the field were discussed.

Key words @ Middle age, Middle—aged women, Volunteers, Volunteering, Adult education,
Life—long education
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