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A Study on Ecological Variables that Affect Runaway Youths at Risk
in Preparation for a Independent Life - Centering on Youths at
Shelters

Oh, Soo Saing*
Byun, Sang Hae™

Abstract

This study examines runaway youths at risk in a youths' shelter who are preparing for an independent life and both the facilitating
and adverse factors to personal characteristics and independence of runaway youths at risk with the aim to grasp their recognition of
independence and level of desire for it and find out necessary factors for a successful independence in multidimensional perspectives
including the economic independence, educational independence, psychological independence, and social independence for their sound
growth. This will provide the basis for desirable interventions for youths runaway youths at risk to prepare for an independent life.

The findings of this study on the factors that affect the preparation for an independent life are as follows:

First, as a result of analyzing the effect of micro-systematic factors on the preparation for an independent life, it turned out that
problem-solving abilities and self-efficacy had influence on the preparation for a career Second, as a result of analyzing the effect of
mesoscopic-systematic variables on the preparation for an independent life, it turned out that the preparation for a career were affected by
whether to participate in independence preparation programs and institutional supports, and that career maturity of runaway youths at risk
were affected only by the relationship with teachers and participation in independence preparation programs. Third, as a result of
analyzing the effect of macro systematic variables on the preparation for an independent life, it turned out that the preparation for a
career were affected by participation of the local community and service network, and that participation of the local community was an
predictor variable that would affect a career maturity of runaway youths at risk. Fourth, as a result of analyzing ecological systematic
variables that might affect the preparation for a career, it turned out that intervening variables and macro systematic variables had the
most powerful influence on the preparation for a career among runaway youths at risk. It is necessary, therefore, to provide education
programs organized by policies in order to develop problem-solving abilities and vocational capabilities so that runaway youths at risk,
and to train and appoint more professional teachers at shelters. Programs for independence preparation need to be developed actively and
practically in consideration of the characteristics of shelters, and the network with the local community for support also need to be
established in utilization of the human resources and service programs of the community. With the understanding of leaving home of
runaway youths at risk as the previous stage of an independence, there should be a housing support for their stable settlement in the
perspective of housing welfare until become adults. In addition, there should be education specialized programs for occupation and careers
to train runaway youths at risk as professionals including such areas as health, mentality, learning, and voluntary work for their sound

growth.

KeyWords: runaway youths at risk, independent life, youth's shelter
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