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Trends in Prevalence of Suicidal Idea, Attempt and Suicide Rate in Korea, 2006—-2011
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ABSTRACT

suicidal behaviors.

(Anxiety and Mood 2012;8(2):141-145)

Objective . The purpose of this study was to describe and compare trends in suicidal ideation, suicidal at-
tempt and suicide in Republic of Korea from 2006 to 2011. Such data are needed to guide policies to reduce

Methods : Data came from the 2006—2010 Korea National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey,
Korea National Statistical Office and 2006—2011 Korean Epidemiologic Catchment Area Study Replication
and 2007—2011 National Emergency Department Information System.

Results . No change occurred between 2006—2011 in suicidal ideation, suicidal attempt, whereas suicide
rate increased annually. Suicidal attempt events was decreased in age over 50. Suicidal attempts by poisoning
and hanging have increased, although suicide caused by poisoning of insecticide have decreased. Especially,
suicides caused by hanging have gradually increased in both sex.

Conclusions : These finding suggest that fatal suicidal methods may influence increased suicidal rate. In-
stead of traditional suicidal process, investigation of other pathway about suicidal behaviors should be needed.
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Table 1. Prevalence of Suicide-Related behaviors and suicidal rate in Korea, 2006—2011

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Suicidal idea
Lifetime (KECA-R, %) 15.2 15.6
One-year (KECA-R, %) 3.0 3.7
One-year (NHANES, %) 15.0 17.4 16.4 15.0
Suicide attempt
Lifetime (KECA-R, %) 3.3 3.3
One-year (KECA-R, %) 0.3 0.3
One-year (NHANES, %) 53 6.3 6.6 5.7
One-year (NEDIS, N) 11,143 16,363 18,252 18,487 18,893
Suicide rate (per 100,000) 21.8 24.8 26.0 31.0 31.2

KECA-R : Korean Epidemiologic Catchment Area Study Replication, NHANES : National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey,
NEDIS : National Emergency Department Information System
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Figure 1. Prevalence of suicidal idea, attempt and suicide rate according to age and gender group in 2010. NHANES : National
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey, NEDIS : National Emergency Department Information System.
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Figure 2. Trends of methods of suicidal attempt, suicide according to gender in 2007—2010. DI :
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