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A Case of Advanced Metastatic Gallbladder Cancer Patients Treated
with Oriental Medicine for Four Months
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ABSTRACT

Objectives : To observe the therapeutic effects of Oriental herbal prescriptions on an advanced metastatic gallbladder cancer
patient.

Methods : Hang-Am-Plus (HAP), Gun-Chil-Gye-Bok~Jung (GGJ) and Se-Gan-San (SGS) were prescribed three times a
day. To observe the therapeutic effects of oriental medical prescriptions. computed tomography (CT) and magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) images. tumor markers and laboratory tests were carried out regularly.

Results = The levels of AST, ALT. ALP. y-GTP. TB. DB. CA19-9, and CEA decreased significantly from November 29th
2011 to March 14th 2012. There was no interval change on CT images taken between November 15th 2011 and January 3rd 2012.

Conclusions : In this case. it could be concluded that Oriental medicinal treatment might be considered as a palliative
alternative therapy for the advanced metastatic gallbladder patient.
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Table 1. Laboratory Findings.
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eI AL At

%Al AST(0-31 U/D) ALT(0-34 U/1) ALP
(30-120 U/ y-GTP(7-32 U/, TB(0.3-1.2 me/dD).
DB(0.1-0.2 mg/dl). CA19-9(0-34 U/ml)7} 2=
94 U/1, 116 U/, 253 U/, 313 U/l 3.2 me/dl
1.4 mg/dl, 161.36 U/ml & A4 HFRo =7
uston of £AEE A8 717 F¢ AEE

3452 Table 1).

Lab TB DB AST ALT ALP -GTP CEA CA19-9
(mg/dl)  (mg/d]) (UM (UM (U7 (U1 (ng/ml) (U/ml)
Date (0.3~1.2) (0.1~02) (0~31) (0~34) (30~120) (7~32) (0~5) (0~34)
2011/11/29 32 1 14 1 9 1 116 ¢ 253 1 313 1 .7 1 161.36 1
2011/12/05 22 1 0.7 1 49 1 52 1 166 1 174 1
2011/12/17 14 1 04 1 26 26 120 109 1 2.2 81.68 1
2012/01/03 13 1 03 1 28 26 122 1 2.3 7833 1
2012/02/01 11 0.2 31 24 157 1 2.8 69.74 1
2012/02/24 1.1 0.2 22 15 97 2.3 76.87 1
2012/03/14 11 0.2 20 10 124 1 121 ¢
2012/03/26 15 6 92 79 1 1.2 162.77 ¢
2012/04/28 0.6 0.2 26 8 130 1 70 1 0.8 7350 1
2012/05/07 1.0 03 1 116 30
* Abbreviation : TB : total bilirubin, DB : direct bilirubin, AST : aspartate transminase, ALT : alanine aminotransferase,
ALP : alkaline phosphatase, y-GTP : gamma-glutamic transpeptidase, CEA :carcinoembryonic antigen, CA19-9 :

carbohydrate antigen 19-9
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Fig. 1. MR Cholang|o+upper abdomen W|th enhance
follow up.

A : 2011-11-8 Abdomen MRI with enhancement
(MR cholangiography)

Consistent with GB cancer with direct invasion to
the left and right main duct, CBD., CHD and
the right hepatic artery and R/0 invasion to the
left hepatic artery bifurcation level and lymph
node metastasis in hepatoduodenal ligament.

B 1 2012-02-24 Abdomen MRI with enhancement
(MR cholangiography)

Imp) Mass in GB with more advanced pericholecystic
hepatic infiltration since 2011-11-8.

Fig. 2. CT, dynamic Biliary follow up.

A : 2011-11-15 CT, dynamic Biliary
Consistent with GB cancer, extending to the
right 2nd confluent level and common hepatic
duct with suspected invasion of right hepatic
artery, multiple lymph nodes abutting the common
hepatic artery and left hepatic artery and
paranchymal invasion in SH

B : 2012-01-03 CT follow up
No significant interval change since 2011-11-15
CT.

Fig. 3. Fusion whole body PET(F-18 FDG).

A @ 2011-11-11 PET-CT
Gall bladder cancer (dilated intrahepatic bile ducts)
B : 2012-03-06 PET-CT
Hypermetaoblic GB cancer with hypermetabolic
peritoneal carcinomatosis.
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Table 2. Prescriptions of Sae-Gan-San, Hang-Am-Plus and Gun-Chil-Gyve-Bok-lung.

Prescription name

Scientific name

Relative amount (g)

Ostericum koraenum 8.0
Angelicae Gigantis Radix 8.0
Menthae herba 8.0
Saposhnikoviase Radix 8.0
Rhei Rhizoma 8.0
SaeGan-San Cnidii Rhizoma 8.0
Gardeniae Fructus 8.0
Glycyrrhizae Radix 8.0
Gentianae Scabrae Radix 8.0
Total amount 72.0
Prescription name Scientific name Relative amount (g)
Panax noto-ginseng Radix 0.095
Cordyceps Militaris 0.071
Cremastrae appendiculata Tuber 0.071
Panax ginseng Radix 0.071
Hang-Am-Plus Bovis Calculus 0.048
Margarita 0.048
Boswellia carteri 0.048
Commiphora myrrha 0.048
Total amount (1 capsule) 0.5
Prescription name Scientific name Relative amount (mg)
Rhus verniciflua stokes 0.25
cinnamomi ramulus 0.05
Hoelen 0.05
Gun-Chil-Gye-Bok~Jung persicae semen 0.05
Moutan Cortex Radicis 0.05
Paeoniae radix alba 0.05
Total amount (1 capsule) 0.5
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