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adolescents during middle school transition
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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to examine the overall tendency of perception of school environment and school
adjustment in early adolescents during their transition from elementary to middle school, Also, examine the
differences of adolescents perception of school environment and school adjustment before and after entering
secondary education, For this study, a total of 781 adolescents from middle school were asked to answer the
questionnaire, And some objects of study, a total of 119 adolescents had answered in the same questionnaire
content at the end of sixth grade of elementary school,

The main findings were as followings, First, adolescents' perception of school environment during the transition
to middle school was relatively good level, but perception of school safety appeared to be lower than average,
Second, adolescents school adjustment during the transition was comparatively good, particularly school life
adjustment and school peer adjustment appeared to be above average, Third, there were significant positive
relationships between perception of school environment and school adjustment. Fourth, adolescents perception of
school environment significantly decreased after they entered middle school, and significant differences were found
in teacher support, Fifth, there were no differences in school adjustment before and after entering middle school,
however school class adjustment and school life adjustment were significantly increased after the entrance into

middle school,
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Table 1. Perception of school environment during the

transition to middle school(n=781)

Perception of school environment M(SD)
Atmosphere of the school 2.78(.44)
School safety 2.50(.54)

Teacher support 2.77(41)
Motivation for studying 2.79(.37)
Total 2.71(.31)
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Table 4. Perception of school environment before and after the entering middle school(N=119)

o om of el ey Before the entering middle school After the entering middle school ¢
M(SD) M(SD)
Atmosphere of the school 2.78(.49) 2.75(.51) .68
School safety 2.38(.53) 2.36(.56) 37
Teacher support 2.92(.45) 2.77(.44) 375"
Motivation for studying 2.86(.38) 2.79(.40) 1.81
Total 2.73(.32) 2.67(.33) 242

* p<.05, ** p<.01
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Table 5. School adjustment before and after the entering middle school(N=119)

St erfime Before the ent;[l;i;]g) )middle school After the entle\;i(légD;niddle school ¢
Setting adjustment 2.27(.54) 2.34(.55) -1.25
Teacher adjustment 2.55(.55) 2.46(.55) 1.72
Lesson adjustment 2.33(42) 2.50(.59) 3317
Peer adjustment 2.64(.54) 2.73(.49) -1.70
Living adjustment 2.73(42) 2.83(.47) 226"
Total 2.50(.37) 2.57(41) -1.88

* p<.05, ** p<.01
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