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Abstract : The Pacific Island Forum that consists of 14 island countries in the South Pacific has long been
the focus of keen attention from East Asian countries such as South Korea, Japan and China. The South
Pacific area was controlled by Japan right after the First World War. The League of Nations bestowed the
right of trusteeship over the region to Japan, one of the victors in the war. However, the U.S. considered the
area indispensible for its security interests in the Pacific after victory in the Second World War. With the end
of Cold War period, the region again began to gain the competitive attention of Japan, China and Korea.
Japan has made efforts to give economic assistance to this region by holding the Japan-Pacific Islands
summit every three years. In addition, Japan is promoting a security engagement with this region by
dispatching Self Defense Forces with the aim of initiating construction and development projects. In
response to Japan’s active involvement in the region, China also began to convene a summit meeting with
these countries in 2006, making pledges of economic assistance. Furthermore, Chinese civilian companies
struck deals of investment with municipal institutions in the region with a view to enhancing China’s
influence in the region. Japan’s and China’s active engagement in the region has galvanized South Korea to
craft a more effective strategic approach to the region.
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Fig. 1. South Pacific Islands (NU: Niue, CK: Cook Islands, FM: Micronesia, KI: Kiribati, NR: Nauru, WS: Samoa,
PW: Palau, PG: Papua New Guinea, MH: Marshall Islands, VU: Vanuatu, SB: Solomon Islands, TO: Tonga,

TV: Tuvalu)
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Fig. 2. Japan’s Trustship over the South Pacific Islands in 1919 (Arima 1999)
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