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Teachers' Perception and Attitude on Corporal Punishment
Application of Qualitative Content Analysis Method

Tae-Jin CHOI'
(Joongbu University)

Abstract

The This study attempted to analyze what perception and attitude teachers have on
corporal punishment. For these purpose, 458 writings about corporal punishment that 140
teachers loaded on web—site were collected and were analyzed using qualitative content
analysis. : First, each writing was open—coded according to specific theme or meaning
relating to corporal punishment using Nvivo program. Second, coded materials were
classified as a high category when having similar theme or meaning. As a result of this
process, 2 highest categories, 6 high categories and 24 subcategories were yielded.
Teachers with positive view on corporal punishment tend to think that corporal punishment
has some educational values or usefulness and their views were classified as very positive
view, limited—permissive view, and inevitable view. They thought that corporal punishment
were closely related to teachers' authority. Teachers have negative views on corporal
punishment on the basis that corporal punishment causes side effects, is contrary to
essentials of education, violates human rights etc. Negative views that teachers have on
corporal punishment were classified as absolutely negative view and negative view focused
on side effects. They thought that corporal punishment were not related to teachers'
authority. Comments have been made on positive view on corporal punishment from the
perspective of reflective analysis and implications of the results on theory and practice
were discussed with comments on research limitations.

Key words : Corporal punishment, Positive view on corporal punishment, Negative view on corporai

punishment, Student's human right, Teacher's authority
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<Table 1> The example of nods were yielded from Nvivo program application

Nod number and naming count
1 Corporal punishment is best correspond with the principle of sanctions 2
2 It is impossible for teacher to physically punish students with impartial mind 2
3 After punishing students physically, teachers feel a regret and guilt conscience 4
4 "The Student’s Behavior Rating System’ proposed as an alternative for corporal punishment is also 5
merely another way to restrict students
5 From a standpoint of the nature of education, the corporal punishment must be banned 6
190 In a a'tmosphere placing great emphasis about student’s right, I worry about the future of public 13
education
191 Some children need praise but others need corporal punishment for better behavior 13
192 With the policy of corporal punishment inhibition, The teacher’s authority was went down
193 The corporal punishment makes students feel frightfulness and fear about school 6
194 The ban of corporal punishment may violate other student’s right to study 17
total 1078

<Table 2> The categorization of 194 nods

Highest categories

Upper categories

Lower categories

Positive view on

corporal punishment

* Very positive view
* Limited-permissive view
* Inevitable view

The reasons for positive view - 5 categories
The reasons for limited-permissive view - 1 category
The reasons for inevitable view - 5 category

Negative view on

corporal punishment

*Side effect view
* Absolutely negative view

The specifications of side effects - 5 categories
The reasons for absolutely negative view - 5 categories

* Relation between corporal
punishment and teacher’s

Relationship status - 2 categories

authority
2 categories 6 categories 23 categories
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g | positive 2. Positive effects of corporal punishment o8 £ =
(SD, view 3. Correspondence with educational methods ié 'é -
2 4. A kind of education methods depending upon teachers =5 -
Limited 5. Protection of other student’s right to study and teacher’s right = % g 3_
permissive [ 6. Partial and flexible permission is needed g o é‘%
view g % g'%
r 7. Teacher’s physical weakness and the limit of guidance 2 g %_
Inevitable 8. No effectiveness of alternative penalties z 3 -
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[Fig. 1] Teacher’s viewpoints on corporal punishment
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<Table 3> The reasons of pros for corporal punishment

Lower categories

Examples

MIIA dAnIsod AA

1. Securing on student’s rights and interests

*To force students to make responsible for his/her
faults is the true protection of human right

2. Positive effects
of corporal
punishment

2.1 Fostering of desirable
personality

2.2 Effect of behavior
modification

23 Trust formation between
students and teachers

2.4 Fastest effect of corporal

punishment

* Corporal punishment can develop a sense of
responsibility for one’s own misbehavior

* Corporal punishment can make student be careful
before taking actions

*'Rod of Love’ can develop trust between teachers and
students each other

* It is the fastest way to modify problem behaviors

3. Correspondence
with educational
methods

3.1 Correspond with the
principle of sanctions

3.2 Corporal punishment is a
kind of education

* Corporal punishment is best correspond with the
principle of sanctions

* If corporal punishment is prohibited by law, the
extent of education may shrink

4. A kind of education methods depending upon

teachers

* Corporal punishment is just one of various education
methods based on teacher’s own perspective and
conscience

5. Protection of
other student’s
right to study and

5.1 Protection the right to
study of other students
5.2 Protection of the teacher’s

* It is more important to protect the right to study of
other students
* Punishing student physically is regarded as a kind of

6.4 Permission or
non-permission depending
upon school grades

punishment for better behavior
* Allow or forbid teacher to use corporal punishment
according to school grades or student’s age

teacher’s right right to instruct teacher’s rights

g 6'1CSEPV$§1 E;:;ﬁ)izoln tOtChoose *Give a option of choosing corporal punishment to
g 6,2 Permission of not . earflh SChOOI . ¢ .

6. Partial and excessive corporal U. ess it is apu51ve, the use of corporal punishment
‘g. flexible punishment . might be permltte;:l ¢ .
g mission is 63 Agreement with a rule Make a standard for the use of corporal punishment
3 ie ded ’ manual. and standard ! *Some children need praise but others need corporal
(g.

MIIA Qe

7. Teacher’s physical weakness and the limit of

guidance

It is not possible for teachers to beat students in
terms of physics, power and words

8. No effectiveness of alternative penalties

* When counseling is not helpful, corporal punishment
can be utilized as shock therapy

9. The necessity during transition periods

*The corporal punishment is necessary to prevent
confusion during the transition period for establishing
corporal punishment inhibition

10. The reality of overpopulated class

*In situation of overpopulated class, corporal
punishment make it possible to effective control
students

11. Absence of home discipline

*The corporal punishment is necessary as
complementary measures for the lack of home
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<Table 4> The reasons of cons for corporal punishment
Lower categories Examples

12. Loss of opportunity to understand students

*As more we use corporal punishment, the lesser
opportunity to understand children become decreased

o |13. Hard to exclude possibility of teacher’s not | * Corporal punishment is like addictive drug to
& | controlling emotion teacher
% 14. Unhealthy personality formation connected | *Some children are victim of domestic violence. Even the
- with harsh family school should not use corporal punishment
g' 15. Violence learning and outpouring it in * Children can learn violence and use it as problem
adulthood solving methods when they become adults
16. Impossibility to set a rule for corporal * The standard of corporal punishment is set by teachers
punishment not by student
17. Absence of } . . * There are big difference in opinion between teachers
- 17.1 Different viewpoints . .
positive effects and students in terms of effect of corporal punishment
about effects
of corporal 172 No positive offect *Students can be changed only by reformatory
punishment ) pos instruction
. 181 Negative effects on . Cgarlporal pumr?;nent does not help students build their
Z rsonality healthy personality
S . person * Corporal punishment stimulates bad feeling such as
£ |18. Negative 18.2 Negative effects on . .
= . hostility, anxiety, a sense of shame and revengeful
Z | effects of emotional development thought
2 corporal 18.3 Negative influences on | , .
3§ punishment the thought about i;L(ljd(;lc"l}tlsoopfossess frightfulness and fear about classwork
<
° classwork and scheol * Corporal punishment bring mutual distrust between
= 184 Mutual distrust
g teachers and students
19. Corporal 19.1 Negative effects on * After punishing students physically, teachers feel regret
punishment is teacher and guilt conscience
violence 19.2 Violence is a vice *In any case, violence cannot be justified
20. Contradiction [20.1 Objects and means of *If we permit corporal punishment, it is like teaching
to the nature education ‘ends justify means’
of education |20.2 The nature of education | * Corporal punishment contradicts the nature of education

21. A violation of human rights

* To protect student’s right and respect for human rights
is more important than anything else
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