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An Analysis of Korean Middle School Students’ Learning
Style

Ju, Mi Kyung (Hanyang University)

Byun, Hee Hyun (Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation)

International comparative studies of students’

performance in mathematics have shown that
Korean students possess very negative attitudes
toward mathematics, while they are ranked as one
of the highest in the cognitive achievement of
mathematics. This has prompted mathematics
educators to seek for a way to improve the quality
of mathematics education. In this context, this
research has been conducted to investigate the
learning style of Korean middle school students
under the assumption that it is of essence to
understand the characteristics of our students as
mathematics learners.

For the purpose, in-depth interview had been
conducted and sixteen middle students participated
in the interview. The students were chosen to
represent the average group of their age-cohorts
based on their performance in mathematics and
their SES. The interview was designed as a
semi-structured clinical interview. In the interview,

the students were given mathematical tasks dealing

with central themes in the domain of function.
Each student was given about 30 to 50 minutes to
solve the tasks. After an interviewee finished the
tasks, s/he was asked to explained how sf/he solved
the tasks. The researchers asked additional
questions to clarify the students’ understanding of
the mathematical themes in the tasks and to
identify their strategies for learning mathematics.

interview has

of the

The analysis of the in-depth

primarily identified the characteristics

students’ understanding of the main themes in
function and then has been extended to investigate
their characteristic styles for learning mathematics.
identified the

The analysis of the interview

learning styles of the students as ‘inductive

learning based on prototypical cases’, ‘repeated
practice of exemplar mathematics

‘double standards in

problems’,
‘disengaged learning’, and
learning mathematics’. Based on the results of the
analysis, this research presents the implications for

the improvement of mathematics education.

Key Words : Learing style(Z<5 %)), In-depthinterview(4 5 HH)
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