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The Investigation on the Possibilities of Assumption Reversal
Thinking Skill: Focusing on the Characteristics of the Idea Generation
Process by University Students

Kang, Seong—-Joo* - Park, Ji-Young - Yoon, Jihyun'

Korea National University of Education - 'Dankook University

Abstract: In the creative problem solving processes, the core was to generate unique and various ideas. Thus, an
assumption reversa thinking skill needed to be considered as a concrete method that could help students who have
difficulties with generating ideas. In this study, we applied the assumption reversal thinking skill to university
students and explored the characteristics of the idea generation process. On the basis of the results, we found that the
assumption reversal thinking skill helped students generate new ideas, inducing their perspective changes. Therefore,
we could ascertain the possibilities of the assumption reversal thinking skill as a thinking frame supporting students
idea generation. However, there is a need to develop methods for students to exclude prejudice by theoretical
judgment, intervention of the value, and experience for fostering more effective assumption reversa thinking. Also,
ways should be considered so that students would be able to cultivate task commitment and courage of implementing
new ideas, bearing criticism from others.

Key words: assumption reversal thinking skill, idea generation, thinking frame
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