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Perceptions of Elementary Teachers on Teaching Science—Arts
Integrated Activities

Mun, Jiyeong - Song, Joo-yeon - Kim, Sung-Won*
Ewha Womans University

Abstract: This study investigated the perceptions and the characteritics of elementary teachers on teaching
science-arts integrated activities. Twelve elementary teachers who have taught in the third to sixth grade science
lessons participated in this study. Data was collected by individud interviews lasting 60 to 90 minutes. Interview
questions were composed of three aspects: 1) how elementary teachers perceive science-arts integrated activities, 2)
in what ways elementary teachers address science-arts integrated activities, and 3) what difficulties elementary
teachers experienced in addressing science-arts integrated activities. The results showed that, first, elementary
teachers agreed that science-arts integrated activities have educational value in science learning. Second, most
teachers focused on improving understanding of science knowledge through teaching science-arts integrated
activities, while several teachers put emphasis on having experience of arts as well as understanding of science
knowledge. And third, teachers experienced difficulties due to insufficient teaching materials and time to prepare for
teaching science-arts integrated activities. Based on the results, we suggested educational implications for utilization
of science-artsintegrated activitiesin elementary education.

Key words: science-artsintegrated activity, integrated education, elementary education, elementary teacher
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