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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the previous literature in home economics and contents and
achievement standards of 2009 revised curruculum in relation to character education, To achieve this purpose 1)
the literature review in human development and family, self—management and consumption life, food, clothing,
and housing life area is critically discussed in relation to character education, and 2) curriculum contents and
achievement standards are analysed in relation to the six pillars(trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness,
caring, and citizenship) of character education proposed by Josephson Institute, The results of analysis are verified
by five experts in home economics content areas, Specific results of relation between home economics
contents/achievement standards and six elements of character education are as follows, Human development and
family area is most closely related with all elements of character education among other content areas. In
Self—management and consumption life areas, self—management sub—area is very closely related with responsibility
element; and consumption life sub—area is very closely related with citizenship element, In food area, health diet
and eating sub—area is very closely related with trustworthiness, respect, and responsibility elements; and

eco—frendly diet and food sub—area is very closely related with all six elements, In clothing area, clothing and
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self—expression sub—area is very closely related with trustworthiness, caring, and citizenship elements; and

eco—friendly clothing and clothing reform sub—area is very closely related with responsibility, caring, and

citizenship elements, In hosing area, housing and living environment sub—area is very closely related with

responsibility and caring elements; and sustainable living and decorating living space sub—area is very closed

related with trustworthiness, fairness, and citizenship elements,
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Table 1. Josephson Institute's 'Six Pillars of Character'

Cardinal Virtues

Subordinate Virtues

Trustworthiness

Build trust and credibility with integrity (consistency between beliefs, words and actions), honesty (truthfulness,
sincerity and candor), promise-keeping, and loyalty (fidelity to family, friends, and country).

Honor the worth and dignity of all individuals. Treat others the way you would want to be treated. Act

Respect courteously, civilly, peaceably, and nonviolently. Be tolerant and accepting of differences. Avoid rude, offensive,

and abusive words and actions.

Be accountable for your words, actions,

and attitudes. Exercise self-control. Strive for excellence and

Responsibility self-improvement. Plan ahead. Set a good example for others. Be self-reliant, prudent, proactive, persistent, and
hard-working.
Be consistent, open, and treat all people equitably. Consider all sides and make decisions on the facts without
Fairness favoritism or prejudice. Play by the rules, avoid careless accusations, and don‘t take undue advantage of others.
Pursue justice and condemn injustice.
Caring Be kind, compassionate, empathetic, charitable, forgiving, and grateful.
Citizenship Obey laws in good faith. Do your share to improve the well-being of fellow citizens and the community. Protect

the environment, volunteer, and participate in the processes of democracy by staying informed and voting.
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Table 2. Contents of 2009 National Home Economics Curriculum(Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, 2011)

Curriculum Contents of Home Economics
(Middle school level)

Curriculum Contents of Home Economics
(High school level)

O Understanding Adolescence
+ Adolescent development
+ Gender and companionship in adolescence

O Life of Adolescence

+ Creating a healthy diet and eating
+ Clothing and self-expression

* Housing and living environment

O Adolescence Self-management
+Time and stress management
Adolescence

+ Adolescence Consumption Life

+ Adolescent welfare services

for

O Understanding of the Family

+ Changing families and healthy families

+ Family relationships and communication

O Practice of Eco-friendly Family Life

- Creating an eco-friendly diet and food

« Eco-friendly clothing life and clothing
reform

- Sustainable living space and decorate the
living space

O Career and Life Planning

+ Career exploration and life planning

+ Work and life balance, Family life and
welfare services

O Low Fertility - Aging Society and Family
+ Love and marriage

« Parenting and child care

+ Independent aged life

O Happy Family Life Culture Created by
Family
* Healthy family and sustainable consuming
life
- Caring  and
housing life

sharing  clothing - food *
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Table 3. Contents and achievements of human development and family area in relation to the elements of character

education
Curriculum Josephson Institute's ‘Six Pillars of Character'
) ) T - R ib- ) ) " .
Unit Sub-unit ru§t wort Respect esppnstb Fairness Caring | Citizenship
hiness ility
. Adolescent development ([ J [ (] (] [ @)
Understanding —
Adolescence Gender and Companionship in ° ° ° ° P °
adolescence
Self- t of .

management o adolescent welfare services ([ J [ (] [ [ (]

Adolescence
. Changing famil?gs and healthy ° P o o ° °

Understanding of the families
family Family relatignshjps and ° ° o ° ° o
communication
. Career explorat'lon and life o o ° o o o
Career and life planning
planning Work and life balance, Family life
' oy ° ° o o o °
and welfare services

Note. o very closely related, © closely related, o related
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Table 5. Contents and achievements of food area in relation to the elements of character education

Curriculum Josephson Institute's ‘Six Pillars of Character'
. ) T - R ib- ; . » )
Unit Sub-unit ru.stw ort Respect es_p_on5|b Fairness Caring | Citizenship
hiness ility
Life of Creating a healthy diet and eatin; [ ) [ ) [ ) 0 @) o]
Adolescence & Y :
lPractice of ecq Creating an eco-friendly diet and P ° ° P ° °
friendly family life food

Note. o very closely related, © closely related, o related
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Table 6. Contents and achievements of clothing area in relation to the elements of character education

Curriculum Josephson Institute's ‘Six Pillars of Character'
Unit Sub-unit UEtels Respect Responsib- | - e Caring | Citizenship
hiness ility
Life of Clothing and self: i ° ° O o o ()
Adolescence othing and Sell-expression
Practice of eco | Eco-friendly clothing life and clothing
friendly family life reform © o © © o °

Note. o very closely related, © closely related, o related
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Table 7. Contents and achievements of housing area in relation to the elements of character education

Curriculum Josephson Institute's ‘Six Pillars of Character'
. ) T - R ib- . . ” .
Unit Sub-unit ru§tw ort Respect es_p_on5|b Fairness Caring | Citizenship
hiness ility

Life of . . .

Housing and living environment [ ) © © [ ) ©

Adolescence

lPractice of' ecq Sustainable living. space and decorate o o ° o °

friendly family life the living space

Note. o very closely related, © closely related, o related
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