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The Influences of Parental Attachment on Social Competence of School-Aged Children :
The Mediating Role of Empathy*
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The effects of parental attachment and empathy on social competence were examined with a sample
of 403 fifth and sixth graders (192 males, 211 females) attending elementary schools in Gyoung-gi
province. All research variables were measured using self-reported questionnaires conducted by the
children concerned. Data were analyzed by means of structural equation modeling. The results
indicated that parental attachment had no direct effect, but there was an indirect effect on children’s
social competence mediated by children’s empathy. Maternal attachment influenced children’s social
competence relatively more than paternal attachment. As compared to parental attachment, however,
children’s empathy was the more influential variable when it came to social competence. These results
were consistent in both genders. The results of this study emphasize that children’s own characteristics

such as empathy tend to be important factors in developing social competence compared to the
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parental role in middle childhood. Accordingly, interventions aimed at improving children’s empathy

need to be emphasized in order to develop children’s social competence regardless of gender.

Key Words : F59 t)gh ol ZH(parental attachment), 37 (empathy), A}3]%] 52 (social competence).
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UYolr 7] 913) Pearson?] AEFHATE A&
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A

]
o] A%E AFE AHE AR, 7= 117.539(dF
= 29), \/df = 4.05, GFI = .947, CFI = 955,
NFI = 941 TLI = .930, RMSEA = .087% 1}
et ol ARE AFE] Yldf < 3
(Kline, 1998), CFI > .90, NFI > .90, TLI >
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fication Index)”} Holx 504, HZHQl ¢

<Table 1> Correlations among paternal attachment, maternal attachment, children's empathy and
social competence (V= 403)
Variables 1 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Paternal attachment
1. Communication -

2. Trust 85k -
3. Alienation S62%% - 63%x -

Maternal attachment
4. Communication

Sduk 49k - 35k

5. Trust A% 54k - 3w
6. Alienation 30 -30%x 505k
Empathy 35wk 32wk - [8kk

7. Cognitive empathy
8. Emotional empathy 28k 29k - 15k

Social competence

2Lk 20%% - 13%k
9. Sociability 0 3

EEES -
-.62%% - O] %% -

A0%x 33wk 22kk -

AQsk - 33k 21wk 60%x -

275 23%% 11x 24wk 2%k -

10. Popularity 30wk 27wk - 13wk 33wk 25kk I8k 3Bk 26%x S0k -

11. Brattiness .08 .07 .09 A5k 15%x 16%x .09 .08 .04 -
M 299 331 183 344 178 272 273 260 2.68
SD 59 49 55 49 S1 45 36 53 57

*p < 05, #=xp < 01.
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<Table 2> Factor loadings for the measurement model (N = 403)

Latent Measurement

Variables Variables B b SE ! P
Communication 1 936
Paternal Trust 8005 905 031 25.710 o
attachment
Alienation S12kx .670 .031 16.438 Hkeok
Communication 1 930
Maternal Trust 877w 842 042 20.690 s
attachment
Alienation 52 sk .629 .036 14.363 ok
Cognitive empathy 1 .808
Empathy .
Emotional empathy WRVESE 734 074 9.878 ok
Social Sociability 1 617
competence Popularity 1.4083 .801 206 6.822 Hkok
wixp <001,

Communication
93 ”|

-84 9| Trust

z| Communication
Pat | .94
aterna
attachment 91 9| Vrast }<_®
67 —
\| Alienation F\

Maternal

’ attachment

38

\| Alienation

81 »I Cognitive empathy
78 *I Emotional empathy }<
6 7 Sociability
20 *I Popularity %

<Figure 2> Factor loadings for the measurement model

Social
competence

<Table 3> Fit index for the measurement model (N = 403)

2

Variables X GFI RMSEA CFI TLI NFI
Index 61.346 971 054 983 973 .969

© 1004 AS FEA A2E 24T 9 3 &S 78351 THTable 2, Figure 2). 7L Z
= o] 27 TA(Kim, 2007)E HIEFOE o) I} y? = 61.346(df = 28), ¥ldf = 2.19, GFI
o

21 9)(e3)9F B o Z-A2(e6) TEANS AF = 971, CFI = 983, TLI = .973, NFI = .969,
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RMSEA = 05424 1 7135 FZA7 02 M
Aol A5 H A (Table 3).

z 57} A
£ A3 455 Aee BAF F, ¥ of
A3} & o2, 27 50 A8A Seol m)

<Table 4> Path estimates of latent variables (V= 400)

= AZE golry] S TR B
ot 2 A3z, A7RFY L AFE ¥ =
61.346(df = 28), x’/df = 2.19, GFI = 971, CFI
= 983, TLI = .973, NFI = .969, RMSEA = .054
2 AEgogn B A3y g A3 A
°2 Yehsith

Z+ HolE 7te] AR E AW R <Table 4>

ok 2ot AA, F NFH(B = 131, p> 05)F Z

Path of Latent Variables B £ SE t D
Paternal attachment — Empathy 122 185 046 2.63% .009
Maternal attachment — Empathy 622 418 114 5. 44558 ok
Empathy — Social competence 309 345 .082 3.7 75 otk
Paternal attachment — Social competence 077 131 045 1.70 .088
Maternal attachment — Social competence 214 .160 114 1.87 061
wkp < 01, #kxp < 00L.
Communication Trust Alienation
LY T 7
A% 0 6 Cogritive || Emotional
\ emp:thy em;athy Sociability Popularity
Paternal L i

attachment

Maternal
attachment

63

83

Z

Communication

Trust Alienation

Note 1. Measurement errors are deleted.

-
-
——
-
-

Note 2. Solid and perforated lines represent significant and unsignificant paths, respectively.

#xp < 01, #kxp < 001

<Figure 3> Structural equation modeling for children’s social competence
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<Table 5> Direct, indrect, and total effects predicting social competence from paternal attachment,
matemal attachment, and empathy (V= 403)
Bootstrapping
Path of Latent Variables Direct Indirect Total R
Effects Effects Effects
Paternal attachment — Empathy 1853k - 18533 0
Maternal attachment — Empathy A1 8wk - 418wk
Empathy — Social competence 34553k - 34553k
llzaternal attachment — Social competence 131 .064 BUALES .29
Maternal attachment — Social competence .160 1445 .304 33k
*p < 05, #xp < 01. *xxp < .001.
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<Table 6> Multiple group analysis (V= 403)
Model NPAR X2 df GFI RMSEA CFI TLI NFI

A 54 118.196 56 .949 .053 .968 .949 942

B 48 123.983 62 .947 .050 .968 954 939

C 40 136.505 70 941 .049 .966 .956 .933
A:B X% -X%A = 5787  dfy-dfy = 6 p=447 > .05
A:C X% -X2a = 18309 df-dfy = 14  p=193 > .05
Note. A = Unconstrainded Model

B = Constrained Model : Measurement Weights

C = Constrained Model : Structural Weights
a7ET WANPAL 2L BABIN £2  FREL Belsle] B male Holg) o} m
BT BN U BHNARE AL 59 oA FEHOZ AT 5 Ul 9FEA
£A 4R S BUHE 20E, YHdA 247
A7} ol Aol g HelEAE BIFE A
oIeHim, 2007, & A7 s 29 34 IV =o] @ AR

S A=) 93 AU Holst ool

o g TEHEA (Multiple Group Analysis)< 2 ATe FEd tig o3 9 ¥ 583
Anslel WARPAS BASNG 1 A, G okFe AHH 5 o) 32T YAF
MACkR e SgAetny 2 PRAGRYY  o2M, PR e hHe] okB A 5
ToAZE 055N FAHLE Fov|d A ol mxl= A A dF okF T vHE
o7h UERIA gl Wolst clobk A2 5Y B® A 93¢ Avugth B d7e 3
3 23S VT AR YEl(Table 6). 7+ & ARE =95hd g 2t
Aoz Holum, olm@ AkE A e A, Fuo] BF L kB A 5
B A F 5L (Unconstrained - Model : A)¥ HU goll A Hog JFs vAA &gtk o]2d
oF5 7t aQpaie] BYSTHE Aok 7K Avhe R ol ok B2 5EL FA
=g A 2F 5. & (Measurement Weights : B)= H]xl 3T A9 21 ofjzlo] o} ALF A Y
stk 1 A3, Ax?= 5.787(123.983-118.196), o HxE g o] kel Mo 7]Adl= Ao
Adf= 6(62-56), p = 4472 TAHCE frofgd  Z Btk ®E, B A7AdE A7dd ofF
Aok g AoE Uit Ed, 235y o wReAd 54 SRl A48 4 ok
o AR ohlel WACtRAT TRAGRY AR AFEE SEF] oFse A A
(Structural Weights : C) 7Fe] H|mEAoA T s gste A2HYES o F7] 913l (Erikson,
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