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Introduction

 Cervical cancer is the second leading cancer among 
women worldwide, and India shares a staggering one 
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Abstract

 Background: Assessment of the nursing staff knowledge, attitude and practices about cervical cancer screening 

in a tertiary care teaching institute of rural India. Materials and Methods: A cross sectional, descriptive, interview-

based survey was conducted with a pretested questionnaire among 262 staff nurses of a tertiary care teaching 

and research institute. Results: In this study 77% respondents knew that Pap smear is used for detection of 

cervical cancer, but less than half knew that Pap smear can detect even precancerous lesions of cervix. Only 

23.4% knew human papilloma virus infection as a risk factor. Only 26.7% of the respondents were judged as 

having adequate knowledge based on scores allotted for questions evaluating knowledge about cervical cancer 

and screening. Only 17 (7%) of the staff nurses had themselves been screened by Pap smear, while 85% had never 

taken a Pap smear of a patient. Adequate knowledge of cervical cancer and screening, higher parity and age 

test is a doctor procedure, and nearly 90% of nurses had never referred a patient for Pap testing. Conclusions: 

The majority of nursing staff in rural India may have inadequate knowledge about cervical cancer screening, 

and their attitude and practices towards cervical cancer screening could not be termed positive. 
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and practice towards cervical cancer screening needs an 
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Results 

 

Table 1. Socio-demographic Characteristics of 

Participating Staff Nurses (n=239)

a

a

Figure 1. Consort Flow Chart
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Table 2. Knowledge about Cervical Cancer and 

Screening (n=239)

Cervical cancer presentation  

a  

a

Table 3. Practices about Cervical Cancer Screening
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Table 4. Attitudes among Staff Nurses about Cervical 

Cancer Screening

a  

a

Table 5. Association of Participant’s (Knowledge, Age 

and Parity) and Self Screening for Cervical Cancer
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