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A Study on the Symbolism of Track Suits Shown in Mass Media

Sun Young Kim
Department of Fashion Design, Sunchon National University, Suncheon, Korea

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to examine track suits which appear in mass media and to attempt to
understand their embedded symbolism. Hence, a theoretical inquiry and case study on suit tracks were carried
out. The case study was confined to the period since 2000, when sportswear emerged as a megatrend in
fashion, to 2012. Occurrences of track suits in film, TV dramas, music videos, advertisements, and fashion
collections were examined. Research indicated that the track suits in film or TV drama worked as items to give
a change to coordination, material and decoration, so that the track suits highlighted the characters in them
rather than emphasizing external factors or their own design. They were used as tools to indicate the sensual
and dynamical feminine image in the rap and hip hop genres in music video. They also showed the dynamic
image of modern woman via advertisements of sports brands. In the case of celebrity fashion, both inside and
outside Korea, they introduced the track suits in a comfortable and sensual manner through both official and
unofficial image releases. In the fashion collections, transboundary deconstructiveness was strongly expressed
in terms of design, material, color, and production method. The case study in this research indicated that
the symbolism in track suits was characterized as transboundary deconstruction as well as value in dynamic

femininity, and products from reactionary nostalgia.
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Figure 1. Track suits which appeared in movies and TV drama 1. (A) The game of death, (B) Kill bill, (C) Royal tenenbaums, (D) Introducing my girlfriend, (E) Chohanji, (F)
Dream, (G) My girlfriend is a gumiho, (H) Do you lie to me, (1) Secret garden, (J) Secret garden (source: see Appendix).
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Figure 2. Track suits which appeared in music videos and advertising. (A) Any motion, (B) H-Logic, (C) Love at 1st, (D) Prospecs W line, (E) Adidas women (source: see

Appendix).
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Figure 3. Track suits which were worn by celebrities. (A) Paris Hilton, (B) Lee,
Hyori, (C) 2NE1 (source: see Appendix).
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Figure 4. Track suits which appeared in fashion collections. (A) Christian Dior, 2004 spring/summer (S/S), (B) Jean Paul Gaultier, 2007 S/S, (C) D&G, 2004 fall/winter (F/W),
(D) Bottega Veneta, 2005 F/W, (E) Emilio Pucci, 2003 S/S, (F) Alexandre Herchcovitch, 2003 SS, (G) Ellesse, 2005 S/S, (H) Yohji Yamamoto, 2001 F/W, (1) Y-3, 2007 S/S, (J)

Adidas, 2009 S/S. (source: see Appendix)
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Table 1. The Characteristics and Symbolism of Track Suits
Division The characteristics of track suits Symbolism
Cinema, - Use of track suits which matched a character in a scene - Dynamic femininity
TV drama - Parody of Jackie Chan's track suit image - Retrospective
- Expression of retro image with suit track in one solid color for upper & lower without change in design - Fashion
* Expression of fashion sense with different colored upper/lower track suit, short pants & layered look
- Production of a new image ornamented with tiger fur pattern, lace and beads
Music video, - Expression of sensual and dynamic feminine image with costumes in rap or hiphop genre - Dynamic femininity
advertising - Expression of sensual feminine beauty by unprecedented change in design - Fashion
- Production of dynamic and modernistic feminine beauty via sports brand ad that reflects the value of
fashion sense
Star - Used as stage performance item official and unofficial for famous entertainers inside and outside Korea - Dynamic femininity
fashion - Stress on feminine image in silhouette fit for the change in material, color and ornament and the body - Fashion
- Indication of personal fashion sense by producing the mix-and-match style coordinated with other clothing
items
Fashion - Presentation of the transboundary deconstruction characteristic in design, material and expression manners - Dynamic femininity
collection - Retro expression through a nostalgic reflection on original sportswear applied to track suit - Retrospective
- Introduction of a new track suit style designed sensually through cooperation of active sports brand and - Fashion

fashion designers
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