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ABSTRACT

The present study was conducted to develop a standardized job description for clinical dietitians working in
hospitals. A developing curriculum (DACUM) method was used for the job analysis of clinical dietitians. Based on
DACUM analysis with 14 members, including clinical dietitians and professors majoring in clinical nutrition and job
analysis, information on the duties, tasks, and task elements of clinical dietitians was determined. To verify the job
descriptions derived from DACUM analysis, a total of 46 tertiary and general hospitals with over 500 beds were
recruited for the survey. The final developed job description for clinical dietitians included 7 duties, 27 tasks, and
93 task elements. The duties consisted of nutritional assessment, nutrition diagnosis, nutrition intervention, nutrition
monitoring-evaluation, consultation-cooperation, nutrition research, and self-development. The mean scores of per-
ceived importance, performance, and difficulty on the clinical dietitian's task elements (out of a maximum score of
5.0) were 4.5, 3.7, and 3.5, respectively, with significant differences between the items (P<0.001). The perceived
importance and performance grid of clinical dietitian's tasks showed that “construction and maintenance of collabo-
ration” (E2) and “activity of quality improvement” (F1) received relatively low scores for performance despite their
high importance scores; thus the performance of these tasks requires significant improvement. In conclusion, the job
descriptions of clinical dietitians developed from this study are useful for the qualitative improvement of clinical
nutrition services in hospitals.
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Figure 1, DACUM chart of job description for clinical dietitian,
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Type N (%) Permitted Avgrage plerlod of :
beds (N)  hospitalization (day) Community college 0( 00
Tertiary hospital 30 ( 65.2)  1,027+499 7.9£1.3 University 8 (174)
Education level
General hospital 16 ( 34.8) 651£186 8.4+2.1 Graduate school (Master) 28 ( 60.9)
Total 46 (100.0) 897+452 8.0£1.5 Graduate school (Ph.D.) 10 ( 21.7)
Table 3. Organization for nutrition department in the hospitals surveyed,
N (%)
Affiliation Organization type
Type
Medical support parts Administrative parts Exclusive organization None exclusive organization
Tertiary hospital 27 (60.0) 3(6.7) 28 (60.9) 2 (43)
General hospital 12 (26.7) 3(6.7) 15 (32.6) 1(22)
Total 39 (86.7) 6 (13.3) 43 (93.5) 3 (6.5)
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Table 5. Reliability analysis,

Task Importance Performance Difficulty
A. Nutrition assessment 0.928* 0.925 0.940
B. Nutrition diagnosis 0.866 0.953 0.965
C. Nutrition intervention 0.953 0.931 0.940
D. Nutrition monitoring and 0.950 0.963 0.947
evaluation
E. Consultation * coordination 0.799 0.809 0.759
F. Nutrition research 0.876 0.809 0.785
G. Self development 0.850 0.820 0.800
Total 0.889 0.887 0.877

*Cronbach’s alpha
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5.50 Focus here Doing great
i A7
5.00 5 P8
C1 AAA A
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Figure 2, Perceived importance and performance grid of clin—
ical dietitian’s tasks,

1) Focus here: E2, Construction and maintenance of
collaboration, F1, Activity of quality improvement
2) Doing great: A1, Nutrition screening, A7. Decision
of nutritional needs, A8, Documentation of nu-—
trition assessment, B1, Setting the nutrition diag—
nosis, C1, Planning the nutrition intervention, C2,
Management of nutrition prescription, C4, Nutrition
education, C5, Nutrition support, C6, Documenta—
tion of nutrition intervention, D1, Monitoring of
nutritional status, D2, Monitoring of nutrition inter—

vention process

3) Low priority: D3, Evaluation of nutrition interven—
tion, E1. Nutrition consultation activity, F2, Re-
search studies, G1, Specialty improvement, G2,
Self-management

4) Overdone: A2, Collection and evaluation of food *
nutrition—related data, A3. Identification of medical
records, A4, Collection and evaluation of anthro-
pometric measurements data, A5, Examination of
physical signs data, A6, Examination of personal
history data, B2, Determination of priority of nu—
trition diagnosis, B3. Documentation of nutrition
diagnosis, C3. Nutrition counseling, D4, Docu-—
mentation of nutrition monitoring * evaluation
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