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= Abstract =

A Phenomenological Study of Gifted Class Management
by the Teachers of Elementary Gifted Class in Science

Yeun Jung Joo
Deungwon Elementary School

Sang-Thn Yeo
Gyeongin National University of Education

This study attempted to examine the significance of experience in the gifted class
management. The participants of the this study were teachers of the science gifted classe
in elementary school located in Seoul. The study was conducted in interviews with four
teachers of the science gifted class that individually used their own gifted programs. The
interviews were analyzed by applying a phenomenological method of analysis derived
from Giorgi. Data collection focused on the feelings, thoughts, behaviors, and changes in
life of the teachers of the gifted in order to analyze the experience of the research
participants. As a result, 123 significant statements were deduced; based on these
significant statements, 26 themes and 12 focal meanings were examined closely. Then,
the focal meanings were combined to propose situated structural descriptions of the
significance of experiences from the perspective of participants. At the same time, by
integrating the situated structural descriptions of the individual participants, the
experiences of the teachers of the science gifted class were organized as a general
structural description. This study examined in depth the experiences of the teachers of
the gifted who are the subjects of the gifted class management through a pheno-
menological method, and also attempted to examine what these teachers wanted on site
and what their experiences with the gifted education meant to them. The implications in
understanding the problems of the science gifted education in individual elementary

schools and in improving the gifted class management were suggested.

Key Words: Elementary gifted class in science, Teachers of the gifted, Gifted class

management, Phenomenological study
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