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The Effects of Acculturation of Children and Parents
from Multicultural Families on the Self-Esteem of Children in Rural Areas™
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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted with the aim of examining the acculturation process of children and
parents from multicultural families, which can affect the self-esteem of the children concerned. The
participants from each family consisted of the fathers, mothers, and school-age children of 179
households. The results of this study reveal the following:

(1) First, the multicultural children scored higher than the average in self-esteem in most areas
except school life. Furthermore, the children and parents had a comparatively positive attitude toward
acculturation (2) Second, the children’s level of self-esteem had significant correlations only with the
acculturation of mothers as opposed to fathers. (3) Third, the impacts of acculturation of the children
and their parents on the children’s self-esteem followed different patterns according to the sub-areas

of self-esteem. Specifically, the self-esteem for overall self-value and family relations rose when the
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multicultural acceptance attitude of mothers was high. However, area of peer relations was affected

only by the acculturation of children. The area concerning school life was high when the

mother-culture propagation attitude of mothers was low.

Keywords : 2% 7] tHit3}714 ol (school-age children from multicultural family), AFo}&357¢

(self-esteem), =}4-S-(acculturation).
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(Table 1) Demographic characteristics of participants

F F
Variables Categories requency Variables Categories requency
(%) (%)
. Under 10 years 34(19.0)
s Northeast Asia 68(38.0)
Mother’s - Length of 11~15 years 97(54.2)
region of origin . a marriage

Southeast Asia 111(62.0) Over 15 years 48(26.8)
Extended family 66(36.9) | Monthly family Under 1.5 million won  102(57.0)

Family type .
Nuclear family 113(63.1) mcome Over 1.5 million won 77(43.0)
Children’s Boys 81(45.3) Children’s  The lower grades(l~3) 77(43.0)
gender Girls 98(54.7) grade The upper grades(4~6)  102(57.0)
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Variables Possible SD
range of score
Multicultural acceptance 3.15 .67
Father )
Acculturation Mother-culture propagation s 3.25 .80
of multicultural Multicultural acceptance 3.85 .61
ot Mother
families Mother-culture propagation 3.13 .80
Children Bicultural acceptance 1~4 3.16 41
Overall self-value 3.64 72
Family relations 3.95 .70
Self-esteem of children 1~5
Peer relations 3.33 78
School life 2.95 .58
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(Table 3) Correlations among acculturation of children and parents from multicultural families

and self-esteem of the children

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1. Mother’s multicultural |
acceptance attitude
2. Mother’s mother-culture 2g** |
Acculturation ~ Propagation attitude '
of parents 3 Father’s multicultural h5r st
acceptance attitude ’ ’
4. Father’ her-cul
ather’s .mot ef culture o7 46%F 62** 1
propagation attitude
5. Children’s bicultural acceptance attitude .33**  24**  24** 11 1
6. Overall self-value 20%% 11 10 -03 5471
Self-esteem 7~ Family relations 2% 10 03 -03 55 56 1
of children g peer relations 02 04 06 01 38 567 5%
9. School life .10 -24%% .02 .01 -.04 12 .04 26%F 1

k3%

p < .0l
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(Table 4) Correlations among socio-demographic variables, acculturation and self esteem of

children from multicultural families

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
. . 1. Mother’s region |
Socio-demographic ~ of origin
Val;:zfli of 2. Family income -.18" 1
3. Family type -15  -01 1
Socio-demographic 4. Gender 01 -12 07 1
variables of children 5 Grade 2703 08 07 1
6. Children’s bicultural acceptance attitude -.18* -10 -03 .10  25"% 1
7. Overall self-value -12 -03 -11 .06 .08  .54™ 1
Selfeesteem of 8 Family relations -12  -06 -18° -02 00  .55%* S56™* 1
children 9. Peer relations  -08 .07 -14 -06 18" 38" 56%% 52** 1
10. School life -19% 277" -04 02 10 -04 12 04 26 1
*p < .05 "*p < 0L.
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(Table b) Hierarchical regression analysis acculturation of children and parents from
multicultural families on predicting overall self-value of the children

Overall self-value

Independent variables Model 1 Model 2
B B B 49
Mother’s multicultural acceptance attitude 23 20%* 02 02
Children’s bicultural acceptance attitude 94 5475
R? .04 .30
Adj R? 03 29
R? change 04 26
7.00%* 37.02%**

**p < .01 ***p < 001,
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(Table 6) Hierarchical regression analysis acculturation of children and parents from
multicultural families on predicting children’s self-esteem of family relations

Self-esteem of family relations

Independent variables Model 1 Model 2 Model 3
B B B B B B
Family type 27 -8 226 -8 24 -17*
Mother’s multicultural acceptance attitude 25 21%* .05 .04
Children’s bicultural acceptance attitude 92 547
R? .03 .08 34
Adj R? .03 .07 32
R? change 03 05 26
F 6.21% 7.62%* 29.38***

Note. Dummy variable: Family type (Extended family = 0, Nuclear family = 1)
*p < .05 *p < 0. ***p < 001
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(Table 7> Hierarchical regression analysis acculturation of children and parents from
multicultural families on predicting children’s self-esteem of peer relations

Self-esteem of peer relations

Independent variables Model 1 Model 2
B B B g
Children’s grade 29 18" 15 09"
Children’s bicultural acceptance attitude .69 36"**
R’ 03 16
Adj R 03 15
R’ change .03 12
F 6.10* 16.25**

* Dummy variable: Grade of children (The lower grade=0, The upper grade=1)
* %k %k %k
p < .05. p < .001.

@ F7hagee 129 TKlon & Aude  4) stmAiEol ohet XolESY
15%% VBT 2, olgel ol FEESEHE RS olEd Ruel BaAge &
o 5ol B3 1FAAFE Eeste] BAG 7] obgel FuABe] UF AokE A BN
A At FAA oAE KT e & AUA 930S Do) ale] AAH 3
Ao AN & Ak D AEA S AAF A Table 83 2t

(Table 8) Hierarchical regression analysis acculturation of children and parents from
multicultural families on predicting children’s self-esteem of school life

Self-esteem of school life

Indendent variables Model 1 Model 2
B B B b
Family income 28 24*% 24 21
Mother’s tegion of origin -18 -.15% -14 -12
Mother’s mother-culture propagation attitude -12 -.16"
R’ 09 14
Adj R 08 13
R’ change .09 .05
F 8.87%** 7.60%**

* Dummy variables: Monthly family income (Under 1.5 million won = 0, Over 1.5 million won = 1), Mother’s
region of origin (Northeast Asia = 0, Southeast Asia = 1)
*p < .05 **p < 0. ***p < .001.
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