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Abstract - Shortfin eel (Anguilla bicolor pacifica) is a species of commercial importance and its
production is greatly affected due to the infection by Heterosporis anguillarum. In this study, we
evaluated the effect of H. anguillarum infection on the growth of Shortfin eel. A disease that trunk
muscle of cultured shortfin eel, Anguilla bicolor pacifica, were irregular and resulted in death,
breakout of the commercial eel culture farm.

We observed that the trunk muscle of infected eels were irregular and represented white or yellow-
ish externally. Histopathologically, a great numbers of large or small spores and sporophorocysts
were also observed in degenerated muscle layer.

The cloning of specific gene of H. anguillarum, encoding small subunit ribosomal RNA (SSU-rRNA)
was amplified by the polymerase chain reaction(PCR) from the muscle lesion of diseased eel. The
size of clone gene is well matched with the size of small subunit ribosomal RNA of H. anguillarum
and thus confirming the infection by H. anguillarum.

Key words : eel, H. anguillarum, histological change, small subunit ribosomal RNA(SSU-rRNA)
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Fig. 1. The young eel, A. bicolor pacifica, infected with H. anguillarum.
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Fig. 2. The small or large spore stained with Loffler’s methylene
blue solution.
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Fig. 3. The normal (A) and abnormal (B) histological features in skin and muscle of sampled eel, A. bicolor pacifica. Ed+D: epidermis+

dermis, ML: muscle layer, *: the largest sporophorocyst.
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Fig. 4. PCR amplication of H. anguillarum-infected shortfin eel,
A. bicolor pacifica. M: marker, Lane 1: primers 18F and
1537R, Lane 2: primers V1 and 1392R, Lane 3: primers H1
and H2 used PCR resulted.
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GTGGACGCTAGTCTCATAGGTTALGCCATGCATGTGT AGGCGAAGEAT TTTGT GlGAGCGE

AGCCATGCATGTGTAGGCGALGCATTTTGT GEAGCGE
AGCCATGCATGTGTAGGCGAAGCATTTTGT GRAGCGE

CGGAAGGCT CAGT AACGRGCGTCTATTTGATCTTCT GAGACGGACAACCTCTGT AACCHG

CLGAAGGETCAGT ALCGGGCGTCTATTTGATCTTCTGAGACGGACAACCTCTGT AACCGE
CLGAAGGETCAGT AACGGRGCGTCTATTTGA TCTTCT GAGACGEACAACCTCTHT AACCEE

AGGCCALTACGT CAGAGGCACGET TACCCT GTGTGGT GGTGT GCCGAAAGCAT TGCGCGE

AGGCCAATACHT CAGAGGCACGGT TACCCT GTGT GET GGTGT GECGARAGCAT T GLGCGM
AGGECAAT A CT CAGAGGCACGGT TACCCT GTGTGGT GGTGT GECGARAGCAT TGLGCGME

AAGAGTAAGGAGCDATCDEATDAGTTAGTAAGTAGGGTAAGGGEDTAETTAGACGAigiE
AAGAGT AAGGAGCCATCCCATCAGT TAGT AAGT AGGGT AAGGGCCTACTTAGACGAAGAC
AAGAGT AAGGAGCCATCCCATCAGT TAGT AAGT AGGGT AAGGECCTACTT AGACGA A GAC

Lk

GGGTACGGGGAATTGTGGTTTGAT T CCGGA GAGGGAGCCT G GAGACGGET ACCAGGT CC
GGGTACGGGGEAATTGTGGETTTGAT T CCGGA GAGGGAGCCT G GAGACGRET ACCAGGT CC
GGETACGLGEAATTGT GGTTTGAT T CCGGA GAGGGAGCCT GA GAGACGRET ACCAGGT CC
GGGTACGGGGAATTGTGGTTTGAT T CCGGA GAGGGAGCCT G GAGACGRET ACCAGGT CC
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B8 GGACAGCAGCA GHCGCGA A ALT T ACCGA AGCCT CCGGT GA GRREGET AGT A A GG GAL
B AGGACAGCAGCA GGCGCGAA AATTACCGA AGCCT COGGT G GRREGET AGT A A GGAGAL
B AGEACAGCAGCA GECGCGAAAATT ACCGA AGCCT CCGGT G GRGECGET AGT A A GGAGAL
B A GEACAGCAGCA GHCGCGAA AATTACCGA AGCCT CCGGT G GRGEGET AGT A A GGAGAC
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GTGEAAACGATGAGGAGGT AL AGA A TECTCTGGT ALCAGEAGETCAAGACT GGTGCCA GC
GTGEAAACGATGAGRHAGGT AL AGA A TGCTCTGGT ALCAGGAGETCALGACT GGTGCCA GC
GTGGAAACGATGAGEAGGT A4 AGAATGCTCTGGT AACAGGAGGTCALGACT GLTGCCAGC
GTGGAAACGATGAGGAGGT AL AGA A TGCTCTGGT ALCAGGA GGTCAAGACT GGTGCCA GC
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ATCCGCGLTAATACCAGCTCCT GGAGT GTCTATGATGATTGCTGCAGT T A AAGAGT TCGT
BTCCGCGGTAATACCAGCTCCTGGAGTGTCTATGATGATTGCTGCAGT T A AAGAGT TCGT
B TCCGCGGTAATACCAGCTCCTGGAGTGTCTATGATGATTGCTGCAGT T A AAGAGT TCGT
ATCCGLGLTAATA CCAGCTCCTGRAGT GTCTATGATGATTGCTGCAGT T A AAGAGT TCGT

ER R R R

AGT CGGGET GCGT GACT GHCGT GAA AGGCCTTCT TTCAAGGGGRGCACS GEGCGGEEM AL
AGT CGGGET GCGT GACT GHCGT GA S AGGCCTTCT TTCAAGGGGGGCACA GEGCGGEGEM AL
AGTCGGGET GCGT GACT GGCGT GAA AGGCCTTCT TTCAAGGGGGGEACE GEGCGREGEA A&
BGTCGGGET GCGT GACT GRCGT GAA AGGCCTTCT TTCAAGGGGEGCACS GEGCGEEEN Ak
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GCAGAGGAT AAGGAGCGT TTTGGGGCCAGGT TATT AAGEGA CLAGAGRTGAMATTTGATG
GCAGAGGAT AAGGAGCGT TTTGEGGCCAGGT TATT AAGEGA CEAGAGETGAMATTTGATG
GCAGAGGAT AAGGAGCGT TT T GRGGCCAGGT TATT AL GCGA COAGAGETGAMATTTGATG
GLAGAGGATAAGGAGCGT TTT GRGGCCAGGT TATT AAGCGA CoAGAGGTGAMATTTGATG

ER R Rk

ACTCGCT T AGGAGRALCAGAGGCES AL GCGCT GECCAGGEGCGAL TCCG TEAT A A GG
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BCTCGCT T AGGAGREALCAGA GGG AL GCGCT GECCAGEEGCGAL TCCGA TEAT A A GG
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CLTAGGCTAGAGGATCGAAGACGATTAGAGACCGTTGTAGT TCTAGCAGT ARACGATGCC
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CGTAGGCT A GAGGATCGASGACGA T TAGAGACCGT TGTAGT TCTAGCAGT AdACGATGCC
CLTAGGCTAGAGGATCGAAGACGATTAGAGACCGTTGTAGT TCTAGCAGT ARACGATGCC
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Fig. 5. Comparison of H. anguillarum Small subunit ribosomal RNA (Gene bank Accession Number AB623036) sequences and H1/H2 , 18F/
1537R, V1/1392R PCR products sequences.
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GATGCCGT GET GEGT GOGCGCGA CGEGGEAGRAGAAL T TGAGT AGGGCCCT GLGEAGAGT &
GATGCCGT GIETGEGT GCGCGCGA CGLGGEAGGAGAALT TGAGT AGGGCCCT GLRGEAGAGT A
GATGCCGT GIETGEGT GCGCGCGACGLGRAGGA GAAL T TGAGT AGGGCCCT GLRGEAGAGT A
GATGCCGTGGRTGCGT GEGEGEGA CRCGGRAGGAGAL AT TRAGT AGGGCCCT GRGGAGAGT A

FThEELEEE I A E AR E A LA A AR A AR E AR A b d ALk A E kA r b A AL

CACGOGEA AGCGAGAAATTTALAGGAAATTGACGGEAAGAACACCACAAGEAGT GREAGTGT
CACGCGCAAGCGAGARATTTALAGGALATTGACGGA AGAACACCACA AGGAGT GGAGT GT
CACGCGCAAGCGAGARATTTALAGGAAATTGACGGSAGAACACCACAAGEAGT GEAGTGT
CACGCGCAAGCGAGARATTTALAGGAAATTGACGGE AGAACACCACAAGEAGT GREAGTGT

FTEEELTFEF I EF I TR F LI LI LI E LI AL E I XL E L E AL EE I LA I AL A I AL LT E L L

GCGGCTTAATTTGACTCAACGCEREACAGCT TACCAGGCCCGACGACCGEACGAGTGT TG
GCGGET TAATT TGACTCA A CGCEGEACAGCT TACCAGGCCCEACGA CCGEACGAGTGT TG
GCGGCTTAATTTGACTCAACGCGREACAGCT TACCAGRECCGACGA CCGCACGAGTGT TG
GCGGCTTAATTTGACTCAACGCEGREACAGCT TACCAGGCCCGACGACCGEACGAGTGT TG

EEE L E X L LR L E L R b Er Et b e E e et el Ll E L

TACACGATAGGTCGAAGAGT GGT GCATGGCCGETTALCGACAAGT GGGGT GACCTT TGRET
TACACGATAGGTCGAAGAGTGLT GCATGGCCET TAACGACAAGT GLRGGT GACCT T TGRET
TACACGATAGGTCGAAGAGT GGT GCATGGCCET TAACGACAAGT GRGGT GACCTT TGRET
TACACGATAGGTCGAAGAGTGGT GCATGGCCETTALCGACAAGT GRGGT GACCTTTGRET

FTrEELEEE I b E AT AL A LA A AR A A AL A AR A A E AL kA r kA r b kAL

ThAGT CCGGEGEALGT AGT GaGACCCCTGCT GT CCGGLGEA CAGGACAGET GET CAAAGLAC
TAAGT CCGGGAAGT AGT GAGACCCCT GCTGT CCGGLEGGEA CAGGACA ——————————————
ThAGT CCGGEGEALGT AGT GAGACCCCTGCT GT CCGGOGEA CAGGACAGGT GETCAALGCAC
ThAGT CCGGGEALGT AGTGAGA CCCCTGCT GT CCGGCGGEA CAGGACAGGT GET CAALGCAC

FEEEFEE L LT EE L L L E L L L L L L L L L L L LI L LI LI L L
A GGEASGEALGRETCAAGAACAGET CAGT GATGCCCT TAGATGGEGT GGGETGCACGLGEA

BGGAAGGA AGGETCAAGAACAGLT CAGT GATGCCCT T AGA T GGLGT GRGCT GCACGCGEA
AGGALGGA AGEETCARGAACAGRT CAGT GATGCCCT TAGA T GGCGT GRGCT GCACGEGEA

CTACAGTGGTCACAGAS AGAATCGCGGEAGAGACAS T GET GA TCGGEGAGRGAATGAGCTTT

CTACAGTGGTCACAGAALGAAT CGEGGAGAGACAL T GET GATCGAGAGGGAATGAGCTTT
CTACAGTGGETCACAGAAAGAAT CREGGAGAGA CAL T GET GATCGAGAGGGAATGAGCTTT

GCAAGAGGCT CAGGAACGAGGAATTGCTAGTAATCGEGGGCTCATTAAGACGCGATGALT

GCAAGAGGCT CAGGAACGAGGAAT TGCT AGTAATCGEGGGCTCATTAAGACGCGATGALT
GCAAGAGGCT CAGGA ACGAGGAAT TGCT AGT A ATCGEGGGCTCAT ———————————————

ACGTCCCTGTTCTTTGTACACACCGCCCGTCRT TATCGA AG-ATGREAGT CAGGCGCGA AT
ACGTCCCTGTTCTTTGTACACACCGCCCGTCGTTATCGA AGAATGRAGT CAGGCGCGAAT

b AGLGAGAGCGAGT GAGTGCAGGGT TCTAGATGTGAT ACAAGTCGT AACAAGGT AGCTGT
b AGCGAGA GCGAGT GAGTGEAGGGT TCTAGATGTGAT ACAAGTCGT AACARGGT AGCTGT

AGGEAGAACCTGTAGCTGGATCAGCGCGATGT TTGCAGA T TGTGT TTTTGTGTATGECCT G
AGEEAGAACCTGTAGCTGGATCAGCGEGATGT T TGCAGA T TGTGTTTTTGTGTATGECCT G

CGOALGGGATCTTTTGGET CGCT GTGCGAT G AGGCGEA GCGGAGGHGCGALATGT GCAGE
CGCALL

Fig. 5. Continued
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Small subunit ribosomal RNA (Gene bank accession number:
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bp7} LX) HA ey} =3 H13 H22] PCR product
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