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A Study on the Analysis for Learning Difficulties of Foreign Students

in University of South Korea

- Focusing on Chinese Foreign Students -

Eun-Hwa LEE - Yong-Gae CHO' - Nan-Hee KIM*
(Silla University * “Sunmoon University * *Hallym University)

Abstract

In recently, attracting foreign students are very active in lots of universities of South Korea. According
to trend, foreign students who are studying in Korea have increased steadily. The programs to support and
help them for adaptation of the university and academic success are rising though, on account of language
barrier, it seems not easy to adapt to those people who finished studying korean language training that
roles incubator and entered their major. More over, to expect personal training for them by professors is
also difficult because of short of educational or executive and bankroll support in reality. Therefore it
became a social issue about managing foreign students of South Korea. This study aimed to analyse the
difficulties of learning from chinese international student’s view. For this, we analysed focus group
interview which intended 16 chinese foreign students and the collected data through reflective journal
record using Nvivo program.

In the results of focus group interview, learning difficulties of chinese foreign students are itemized 4
sections of personal aspect, environmental aspect, educational contents’ aspect and educational methodic
aspect. It is subdivided 11 sections and identified of requirement for studying support corresponding each
part of difficulties. This research finding will be able to expect to provide a suggestion to looking for
options for learning support plan of chinese foreign students.

Key words : Chinese Foreign Students, Fucus Group Interview, Learning Difficulty in University
.M B 3] F7Fet7] Al&bsted, 2000t o] % W@ S
s5o] HolEQd wAS B wg ol
FHeleRe A m2d A Sl o g
Stell #948 2l=)l ot = 20124 42 g
7o 8uk 63lo] el o]Eth olefd dh=At o
o) 9% fetle) §31S 1903 EE F g

t Corresponding author : 010-3727-9686, nanikim55@hanmail.net

of el e Aol B2 s 7HA

- 1261 -



- B¢ ‘Study Korea Project(2004
dyg FUE deld FwEs %e 5 oan
(Ahn Young-Jin 2008). ©]¢] ‘Study Korea Project’
7F @2 583 20109704 €=l Fed 5wk
A7 20070 27] 2w, 2008 8
Yol ‘Study Korea Project HWel & F3)| 2012
A7 =l Al s ARE 0wt 87k &
gaths Aze BAe wEsgen, 35 %

st 9= R FE ASAA FS

o
T
kN
K3
>

N
I

i
)
yo El
fe o
|o
LR
rj‘g R
L E
30
B e o
by
o]
i

o
9

N
B T
ob
r
o
H
rO
1o
L
olo
o
rr o
do Ly
tll
o
N

2 2
2L
flov R
= 3o
N &
2
o g
4r =
o

ot 3%

AR

AR b A S e o X
K
o
=

2 to, O of\ off J® L
Ho
2
)
I
9_{(1
o
il
=2
=
ot
(2
-
o
N
o,
2

2
ot
i

PRel st BAE A8 BHE
chEaln gl Aoz @3 A

g, 9 8
o)

o H
Jo
1o

KU (o
ol

]_

O oo N
B
<
X
o
u rlr
2
N
=
¥0
N

ol
ol

o
%
4 1

dlot 1o
x 1%
i mf
to o
o allr
¢ e
i‘é oo Jo
(ot Lo
M
ﬁ EIRTS
il i
S
o e\ CH

flo
to
Hl
rO
1%
o
o
do
o
rot

_,d
ol

ol

£

Hl

=

=

o

o Lo
o

Hl

ro

Jo

%

0%

™
o

o oft M N 1o

HololA o]59 T thdtel A9 S5 o]y
&S "ol Zolet A A52 5 3l
gk oofyet o] geret @l fetdEol
= 5ol d Fds] AlRbA YRR u
WHA B= AbEZE @obAA B uE AR
A A7 YR

oleldt AbslH wAI} HEo] #=el s
of g AvE%E WokAa vk Sue] 2=
el ek ABATES AR 3, 9
=9 FA FA BAskel Ak A
3t A7(No Jong-Hee et al. 2002; Joo Hyun-Jun
2007; Jang Gui-Kyung et al. 2010), 4, =9l
et Aeiel #Hd A vgoR o
314 3o B3 AF(Na Im-Soon 2006; Kim
Dae-Hyun et al. 2007; Kim Sun-Nam 2007; Ahn
Young-Jin 2008; Park Eun-Gyoung & Kim Min-II
2009; Lee Tai-Sik et al. 2009; Lim Ji-Hey & Cui
Aheng-Hua 2009; Kim Sun-Ah 2010; Park Eun-Mi
et al. 2010; Lee Che-Sik 2012), A A, &=o] &g
4 4 AT T3 dHE 4F uSel
#3t A5 (Lee Hai-Young 2001; Lee Hyun-Sil &
Hwang Dong-Ryul 2007, Kim Tea-Ja et al. 2008;
Yang Soon-Woo 2009; Jang Mi-Young 2009; Park
Yun-Ho 2011) 5 Al 7}4] #gFo g o]Fojx gk
t}
AF7H Ay AFAdte] mEw, =l

gateln e o)l f8AS FA87] el

o

il

¢

¢

Ha



for
B[y

ol

b Aol

fal

Xe]

Jun Jae-Eun et al.(2012) AT<%= Ak

3

}ol. Ahn Young-Jin(2008)& =uf &)=

°

#3420l oust 53, Jelw AEy

ol T8

-
ol
0

o
ofiy

ol
o

Itk ey AR o=l §

%

o

ofpy
dn

o
<
ol

N

1 7-" E]

oz

}-

ol
pjJ

= 3R Ao

Z

I57)et

A

d

i

k)
i

]

L

11 9
:__IF—O

°©

k<]

3]

=

AT ol A 9]

il

AFZ Yang Soon-Woo(2009)
[e

L ol

°

T FAR AT

blom,

°

AA)

Park Eun-Gyoung & Kim Min-11(2009)

J_,No
%
!
e
ﬂyl
or
)

i

o1
S}

of A
e ar

3t
o

o

[e)
=

A
o

]

o
yul

L

.

4]

o st ofel

o]

]

-

[e)

Ly

=2 gt Ao sl o

3

)

-
i

o)

SRR

A A

%_O

&t

)

gl o

5
T

=
T

wolA e g2 AR oM o] BdrT ]

o]

1

o
9

AL Sk Yty 99l

]

o
R

il

]

S

ilin

o
el 7

2, AA =
fFshAo] =}

]

X
)
i

AX 47%, ZZ 44%, V= 3.1%, HES 2.8%,
80%°ll 7M7He- HlTS T

ZEA0] W=, 2012\ 4€ V|FOE F 63.8%,
ot 1.7%, 71EF 19.5%2] =

=
o

=
5

ol

o o7

[e]

fLs

=y

=
A% 9

1 717}

°

E

o] A

AEeE el #e dgAel wEw,
5

9
gstol s Fol )7l f3ta

Ql

et THJoo Hyun-Jun 2007).

Ak 7k 1A gR o golR

IR=S
L

%

25

o]

n-

7} FA T

=
(¢

Fe)

Sl

H
Njo

3l €]

W

NF
)

X

Tor

of o

=y

=

L/\(})J

°
o

ofef & ATollMe= =l g B oA

o, vt desels Tl A

- 1263 -

o —

j=17¥e)

el w7zt 7H
k!

=
=]
RS

=

a4

hva

7= A0 72 HiETHKIim Sun-Ah 2010).

-

o u
AEET: _1_2_%

Aol Az eol

al



k=)
rlo
B
o

rO
-
rlr
-z
>
o,
12
o >
ot
ofj
N
>,
[N
2
=
1o

Jo
S
~
lo y &
o
¥ %
-}
g2 F o>
rlo 11‘
1%
% >
L5 >
0
= o
Clr 32
o= e
@ of o

52
Knf
i

2 o g 2l lo ) & 1o

Foxs
(snowball sampling
Atk B AT ¥AA 1F Wi
T ] v JE= v <Table 1>3

o

]

ofo

ol

ol

oy

— F

o

ol
o

= b
oo mY

2. A2+

2 AT B9 @7 ggeld FRel #3
Aol A 559 ol Rl 71xste] E5A o]
et o5 A8 flste] [Fig. 113 2ol 4
WA AR B AA ATE IR
t}.

AZA = BHAFE F3lo AES FE53 T,
udeS Edto] AEXE wHesto] issd
o} duEEE 20109 % 92 19%3E 9€ 10¢

A AASET 1 A 13 A 2Ahg

o @3t 2T SHagel o), w5 ojgt
oie] stel g, B st Hehe o
A9 a7l Bt 2 3HAE A
DAL 13} A9 R TPRAN WAR EA A
9% Wge ANSY. Wee shtd 47X
of web AfEA Ases wAow Aaes

271 - 2k

1o

<Table 1> Background informations of focus
group interview participants

. Period of
1
Name!) | Sex Major Grade | Age abroad
Ju M gl echanical 3 22 | 2 years
ngineering
Lee M gl echanical 3 23 3 years
ngineering
Yu ™M LKorean Ml 2% 4 years 6
anguage months
Ki ™M LKorean Ml | 25 1 year 6
anguage months
Korean 1 year 6
Jang | FM Language ML 25 months
Korean
Wo M Language Ml 25 3 years
International 2 years 6
Sco | FM Relations 3 23 months
. International
Lim | FM Relations 3 22 S years
o | ow | sl )| 6 months
esign
Jang | FM E-nghSh 3 22 | 6 months
iterary
Jang | FM I]fpghsh 3 21 | 6 months
iterary
Public
Ju M | Administratio | 3 21 2 years
n
International 1 year 6
Heo | FM Trade 3 24 months
International
Jang M Trade 3 24 | 2 years
. International 4 years 6
Jin M Trade 2 2 months
International
Buem Trade 3 23 3 years

ok 12k W2 20109
A7k AAlstelon, 7F e
ol A 2412k AA 9]
YL mp3E 59 ¥ dAFskelTh
3 23 B QTR B
Ax IF

A7}

=

=
Felujo] 2y
EEEEN

wge A4
A8 Astel 7)zeto] F71Ael A
2

AR e} olFolFrt. 2

Ly
a

94 27¢9%5H 108 15

FolRr). wgre

[‘

o

~Q

A 7re 1A

A

=

[\S]
M1 R T

2 24 o ol

Hg- 3, Aol olsh-as

) A AN AR REE A8 AT 57

- 1264 -



ste] el thdh B, =4, @A AT o
af-g=r gt e AA, AR, Crgk wHg
@5 st elol olg Q14e] 29 Whe] 4
Fatelrh. WE2 20109 % 119 15458 12€
17704 Arstglon, |g g2 B e
@ & Ak o gl ke AR
BF A4EA 87%0] kol gl
| Stage | Data collection method |
1 Ist questionnaire Literature research &
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2nd focus group interview

.4
4 3rd - studying support Reflection journal
need survey
.4
|5 | Data treatment result analysis |

[Fig. 1] Research procedure and method
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<Table 2> Coding frequency by category

Domain

Category

Frequency

Open coding

(%0)

Number of
Coding

Percentage
(%)

Aspect of
individual
internal

Communication

ronunciation
IS)peed of speech
Difficult expression
Cultual difference

40

16.06

Psychological stability

Loneliness

Lack of sense of belonging
Homesickness

Anxiety about studying
abroad

29

11.65

Basic studying habit

Intemperate life
Lack of confidence
Postpone habit

30

12.05

Financial problems

Burden of tuition
Arbeit

2.01

104

41.77

Aspect of
Environ-
ment

Interaction
between

Social peer

Colleagues to ignore
Less exchange opportunity
with Korean friends
Friends get help by subject

27

10.84

environ-

ment Interaction
with

Instructor

Professor irritatin

Lecture provincial accent
Nonchalant Professor

Fast speed of speech

Korean English pronunciation

19

7.63

Physical environment

Study place

Place where spent time
Utilization of system
Registration method
Curriculum understanding
difficulties of taking courses

17

6.83

63

25.30

Aspect of
Contents

Content amount

Assignments
Group assignments
Amount of class progress

29

11.65

Content level

English mix described
Understanding about major
terminology

Lack of prior knowledge
for major

Burden about assignment
presentation

18

723

47

18.88

Aspect of
Method

Basic studying
method

Method for exams

{)(reparation. o
orean wrltmg tips

Computer proficiency

Lack of data creation and

editing technology

21

8.463

Major studying
method

Instruction without question
Unilateral delivery instruction
Feedback absence
Ambiguous assessment
Method for exam preparation
Method for text utilization
and arrangement

Summary ~ and arrangement
about main points

14

5.62

35

14.05

Sum
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[Fig. 3] Aspect of individual internal learning difficulties of foreign students
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[Fig. 4] Learning difficulties of aspect of environment
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