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Abstract

The Sixteenth Meeting of the Conferences of Parties of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which was held in March 2013 in Bangkok,
Thailand, listed five shark species and one genus, and uplisted one sawfish species. All new species
listings will be come into force of the eighteen months delay, on the fourteenth of September, 2014.

The purpose of the delay is to support the preparation of the domestic measures on shark trade by the
parties, as there has been no previous experience in trading the commercially exploited aquatic species in
the CITES. The CITES Secretary-General has visited several potential shark trade countries to encourage
and facilitate the implementation of the new CITES listings.

The newly listed sharks have been caught as a target or non-target species by Korean distant water
fisheries and introduced into Korea. So the establishment or change of the domestic laws, regulations, and
measures for the implementation of the new CITES species must be prepared before the effective entry
date. This paper is prepared to assess the effects of the trade of the CITES listed shark species, and to
suggest effective government service measures for the management of Korean distant water fisheries.

The Ministry of Environment (MOE) is the general Management Authority of the CITES, and the
Ministry of Food and Drug Safety (MFDS) is in charge of the medical trade of CITES listed species in
Korea. By law, all imported medicines and medical materials must be inspected by the MFDS during the
customs examination; this kind of authority sharing is reasonable and effective way of providing
government service.

Similarly, the designation of new CITES Management Authority for the trade of commercially exploited
aquatic CITES species is critical and the Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries (MOF), which is now in charge
of the trade of fisheries products, is the most appropriate governing body for this purpose in Korea.
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The revision of the National Plan of Action for Conservation and Management of Sharks,

o Zx|HzHof &tst ko

Jo|F SA7t &= ool 71E I g Mt

initially

submitted to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations in 2011 as a practical
guideline for shark conservation in all Korean fisheries, could be a effective measure to achieve unification
of conservation of endangered species and sustainable use of fisheries stocks.

The proper CITES measures for the trade of listed species, such as the establishment of the documenting

system for Non-detriment Findings, domestic measures suitable for the “Introduction from the Sea”
species specific Harmonized System Codes for the customs service,

clause,
and an effective shark catch data

reporting system should be in place prior to the fourteenth of September 2014.
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0%

Carcharhinus

Korean tuna longline fisheries (Unit: MT)

Ocean Year HAS* SAL POR* THS MAS BSH OCS* FAL Others Total
2010 1 5 0 <1 <1 5 0 0 1,171 1,182
Pacific 2011 10 38 0 12 1 34 0 0 2,235 2,331
2012 13 53 0 52 7 97 0 5 851 1,078
2010 0 0 4 0 10 86 0 0 79 179
Indian 2011 0 0 0 0 4 108 0 0 84 196
2012 0 0 3 0 11 137 0 0 39 189
2010 0 0 0 0 38 0 0 0 8 46
Atlantic 2011 0 0 <1 0 32 535 0 0 38 605
2012 0 0 <1 0 43 438 0 0 24 505

* % indicates the species listed in the CITES appendices.

** These data compiled from the logbooks recorded by captain onboard, which are provisional estimates.

**% “Others’ includes unidentified species as well as non-major shark species.
*#**% Shark name abbreviations. HAS, Hammerhead sharks; SAL, Salmon shark; POR, Porbeagle; THS, Thresher sharks; MAS,
Mako sharks; BSH, Blue shark; OCS, Oceanic whitetip shark; FAL, Silky shark.
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<Table 2> The amount of import and introduction from the sea of sharks into Korea (Unit : MT)

Year Sharks Skates Rays Total
Import Introduction Import Introduction Import Introduction Import Introduction
2008 3,377 1,919 8,904 - 8,040 4,304 20,321 6,223
2009 3,416 1,863 8,737 - 8,779 5,640 20,932 7,503
2010 2,543 5,185 9,151 - 8,707 4,134 20,401 9,319
2011 1,698 3,501 9,553 - 8,421 3,891 19,672 7,392
2012 1,213 2,457 9,812 - 9,598 2,380 20,623 4,837
* Import data source: Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries, 2014.
** Introduction data source: Korea Overseas Fisheries Association, 2013.
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