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Abstract The purpose of this study was to examine the health status of marriage immigrants and naturalized
people, their health service utilization and barriers to that in an effort to seek ways of getting rid of their difficulties
in health service utilization. The raw data of a 2012 Survey on the State of Multicultural Families were used, and a
survey was conducted on 15,001 marriage immigrants and naturalized people from July 10 to July 31, 2012. As a
result, the marriage immigrants and the naturalized people got a mean of 3.96 in subjective health status, which
showed that they were in good health. The main medical institutions that they used in times of sickness were
hospitals and clinics(82.7%). 39.1 percent of the respondents answered they had difficulties in using health service, and
the most dominant difficulty they faced at that time was communication problems(52.0%), followed by high
expense(28.9%). The respondents who answered they found it most difficult to use health service due to
communication lagged behind the others in terms of Korean proficiency, and the respondents who cited expense as the
biggest difficulty fell behind the others in terms of living standard. To make health service more accessible to
marriage immigrants and naturalized people, the government should take measures to ensure their right of health.
Specifically, how to relieve their financial burden should carefully be devised, and medical institutions should provide
interpretation service to guarantee their easier health service utilization.
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(Table 1) General characteristics of subjects

Variables Categories N(%)
Sex Male 2,470( 16.5)
Female 12,531( 835)
Age <29 4,452( 29.7)
30739 4956( 33.0)
40749 3572( 238)
>50 2,021( 135)
Residence Urban 10,255( 68.4)
Rural 4,746( 31.6)
Marital status Unmarried 373( 25)
Married 13,940 92.9)
Bereavement 224 15)
Divorce/separation 464( 3.1)
Education <Middle school 4,098( 27.3)
High school 6,228( 41.5
>College 4,675( 31.2
Country of origin China 2,566( 17.1

)

)

)

China(Korean descent) 2,759( 18.4)

Japan 1,092( 7.3)

Vietnam 2,073( 13.8)

Philippines 1,550( 10.3)

Cambodia 879( 59)

North America %L 6.3)

Others 3131( 20.9)

Acquisition of Yes 5280( 339)
Korea nationality No 9,172( 61.1)
Experience of Yes 8,160( 54.4)
economic activity No 6,341( 45.6)
Gathering of Yes 8572( 57.1)
native friends No 6,429( 42.9)
Total 15,001(100.0)
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(Table 2) Subjective health status of subjects

by general characteristics

Variables Categories M=£SD t/F
Sex Male 4.04+1.075 )
3845
Female 3.95+1.064
Age <29 4.26+0.903
30739 4.08+0.979
475818
40749 3.80+1.081
>50 3.29+1.224
Residence Urban 3.94+1.082
-3.646™
Rural 4.01£1.031
Marital Unmarried 4.36:0.969
status Married 3.99+1.038
155.266™
Bereavement 2.86+1.334
Divorce/separation 3.35+1.284
Education <Middle school 3.83+1.154
High school 3%+1.061  69.137"
>College 4.09+1.066
Country of China 3.81+1.145
origin China(Korean descent) 3721184
Japan 363+1.038
Vietnam 4.19+0.947
83.463™
Philippines 4.10+0.979
Cambodia 4.19+0.922
North America 4.28+0.898
Others 4.02+1.003
Acquisition  Yes 3.79+1.146
of Korea -15.285"
nationality ~ No 407+0.997
Experience Yes 3.99+1.006
of economic 3477
activity No 3.93+1.133
Gathering Yes 4,00£1.013
of native 5137
friends No 391£1.132
Utilization Yes 4.40+0.844
of health 18515™
service No 3.92+1.075
Total 3.96+1.066

* p<0.01 * p<0.001
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(Table 3) Medical institutions mainly used of subjects by general characteristics

unit : N(%)
. iental i
Variables  Categories H&Slll)qlltfl’ glzgi;:l ﬁszt}i gagtr;i?sf Not used Subtotal <
clinic center
Sex Male 1,952(79.0) 70(2.8) 15(0.6) 169(6.8) 264(10.7)  2,470(100.0) Jp—
Female 10,454(83.4) 289(2.3) 218(1.7) 634(5.1) 936(75)  12,531(100.0)
Age <29 3,702(83.2) 46(1.0) 97(2.2 212(4.8) 39589 4,452(100.0)
30739 4,132(83.4) 126(2.5) 63(1.3) 256(5.2) 379(7.6) 4,956(100.0) 91582
40749 2,898(81.1) 120(3.4) 44(1.2) 230(6.4) 280(7.8) 3572(100.0)
>50 1,674(82.8) 67(3.3) 29(1.4) 105(5.2) 46(7.2) 2,021(100.0)
Residence  Urban 8,492(82.8) 258(2.5) 87(0.8) 615(6.0) 803(7.8)  10,255(100.0) 132065
Rural 3914(82.5) 1012.1) 146(3.1) 183(4.0)  397(8.4) 4,746(100.0)
Marital Unmarried 299(80.2) 7(1.9) 1(0.3) 14(3.8) 52(139)  373(100.0)
status Married 11538(82.8)  322(2.3) 220(1.6) 751(5.4) 1,109(8.0) 13,940(100.0) Jrp
Bereavement 183(83.9) 11(4.9) 6(2.7) 5(2.2) 14(6.3) 224(100.0)
Divorce/separation  381(82.1) 19(4.1) 6(1.3) 33(7.1) 2(5.4) 464(100.0)
Education ~ <Middle school 3,3717(82.4) 77(1.9) 84(2.0) 233(5.7) 327(80)  4,098(100.0)
High school 5,139(82.5) 145(2.3) 96(1.5) 348(5.6) 5008.0)  6,228(100.0) 26.990°
>College 3,890(83.2) 137(2.9) 53(1.1) 222(4.7) 3738.0)  4,675(100.0)
Country ~ China 2,055(80.1) 73(2.8) 22(0.9) 184(7.2) 232(9.0)  2,566(100.0)
of origin China(Korean descent) 2,279(82.6) 95(3.4) 28(1.0) 164(5.9)  193(7.0) 2,759(100.0)
Japan 901(82.5) 38(35) 16(1.5) 60055  77(7.1) 1,092(100.0)
Vietnam 1,739(83.9) 20(1.0) 52(25) 93(45)  169(82) 2,073(100.0) e
Philippines 1,295(83.5) 41(2.6) 34(2.2) 57(37)  123(7.9) 1,550(100.0)
Cambodia 743(84.5) 10.1) 33(3.8) 37(42)  65(74) 879(100.0)
North America 821(86.3) 16(1.7) 5(0.5) 3133)  78(82) 951(100.0)
Others 2573(82.2) 75(2.4) 43(1.4) 177(577)  263(8.4) 3,131(100.0)
Acquisition ~ Yes 4,863(83.4) 66(2.8) 89(1.5) 292(5.0) 419(7.2)  5829(100.0) _
of Korea 18831
nationality ~ No 7543(82.2) 193(2.1) 144(1.6) 511(5.6) 781(85)  9,172(100.0)
Experience  Yes 6,644(81.4) 28(2.8) 104(1.3) 510(6.3) 67483)  8160(100.0)
of econaric 52924
activity No 5,762(84.2) 131(1.9) 129(1.9) 293(4.3) 526(7.7)  6,341(100.0)
Gathering  Yes 7,159(83.5) 96(2.3) 141(1.6) 489(5.7) 587(6.8)  8572(100.0) )
of native AL
friends No 5,247(81.6) 63(2.5) 92(1.4) 314(4.9) 613(95)  6,429(100.0)
Total 12,406(82.7)  359(2.4) 233(1.6) 792(5.3) 1,200(8.0) 15,001(100.0)

" p<0.05 7 p<0.0l T p<0.001
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(Table 4) Difficulties in health service utilization of subjects by general characteristics

unit : N(%)
Variables Categories difficulties G ffiI\cIS;ties Not used Subtotal 'S
Sex Male 731(29.6) 1,475(59.7) 264(10.7) 2,470(100.0) 191377
Female 5,137(41.0) 6,458(51.5) 936( 7.5) 12,531(100.0)
Age <29 2,177(48.9) 1,830(42.2) 395( 89) 4,452(100.0)
30739 1,882(33.0) 2,695(54.4) 379( 76) 4,956(100.0) 3097
40749 1,201(33.6) 2,091(58 280( 7.8) 3,572(100.0)
>50 608(30.1) 1,267(62 7 146( 7.2) 2,021(100.0)
Residence Urban 3,885(37.9) 5,567(54.3) 803( 7.8) 10,255(100.0) P
Rural 1,983(41.8) 2,366(49.9) 397( 84) 4,746(100.0)
Marital status Unmarried 44(11.8) 277(74.3) 52(13.9) 373(100.0)
Married 5,581(40.0) 7,250(52.0) 1,109( 8.0) 13,940(100.0) 140.388"
Bereavement 89(39.7) 121(54.0) 14( 6.3) 224(100.0)
Divorce/separation 154(33.2) 285(61.4) 25( 5.4) 464(100.0)
Education <Middle school 1,834(44.8) 1,937(47.3) 327( 80) 4,098(100.0)
High school 2,378(38.2) 3,350(53.8) 500( 8.0) 6,228(100.0) 83,613°
>College 1,656(35.4) 2,646(56.6) 373( 80) 4,675(100.0)
Country of origin China 950(37.0) 1,384(53.9) 232( 9.0) 566(100.0)
China(Korean descent)  717(26.0) 1,849(67.0) 193( 7.0) 2759(100.0)
Japan 411(37.6) 604(55.3) 7 71) 1,092(100.0)
Vietnam 1,106(534) 798(33.5) 169( 8.2) 2,073(100.0) o~
Philippines 789(50.9) 633(41.2) 123( 79) 1,550(100.0)
Cambodia 529(60.2) 285(32.4) 65( 7.4) 879(100.0)
North America 253(26.6) 620(65.2) 78( 8.2) 951(100.0)
Others 1,113(35.5) 1,755(56.1) 263( 8.4) 3,131(100.0)
Acquisitiop Of. Yes 1,863(32.0) 3547(60.9) 419( 7.2) 5,829(100.0) o7 111"
Korea nationality No 4,005(43.7) 4,386(47.8) 781( 85) 9,172(100.0)
Experience of Yes 2804(355)  4592(563)  674( 83) 816000000
economic activity No 2,974(43.5) 3,341(48.8) 526( 7.7) 6,841(100.0)
ththering of native Yes 3644(42.5) 4,341(50.6) 587( 6.8) 8,572(100.0) {11.030°
friends No 2,224(34.6) 3,592(55.9) 613( 9.5) 6,429(100.0)
Total 5,368(39.1) 7,933(52.9) 1,200( 8.0) 15,001(100.0)
" p<0.001
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A Study on Health Service Utilization of Marriage Immigrants & Naturalized People

(Table 5) Type of difficulties in health service utilization of subjects by general characteristics

unit :© N(%)
. . Comrpuni* Use High ' Trafﬁc' ,
Variables Categories cation procedure inconveni— Others Subtotal X
difficulty complexity expense ence
Sex Male 265(36.3) 89(12.2) 342(46.8) 270 37) 8(1.1) 731(100.0) )
Female 2,789(54.3) 466( 9.1) 1,351(26.3) 468( 9.1) 63(12)  5137(100.0) oL
Age <29 1,478(67.9) 180( 8.3) 307(14.1) 200( 9.2) 12(0.6) 2,177(100.0)
30739 980(52.1) 196(10.4) 527(28.0) 155( 8.2) 24(1.3) 1,882(100.0) i
40749 467(33.9) 127(10.6) 487(40.5) 97( 8.1 23(1.9) 1,201(100.0) I
>50 129(21.2) 52( 86) 372(61.2) 43(7.1) 12(2.0) 608(100.0)
Residence  Urban 2,023(52.1) 402(10.3) 1,269(32.7) 140 3.6) 51(1.3) 3,885(100.0) §
Rural 1,031(52.0) 153( 7.7) 424(21.4) 355(17.9) 20(1.0) 1,983(100.0) T
Marital Unmarried 36.8) 8(18.2) 28(63.6) 409D 1(2.3) 44(100.0)
status Married 3003538) 530095 15092700  471(84)  63(1.2) 5,581(100.0) .
Bereavement 16(18.0) 4( 45) 58(65.2) 1102.4) 0(0.0) 89(100.0) wl
Divorce/separation 32(20.8) 13( 84) 98(63.6) 9( 58 213 154(100.0)
Education <Middle school  1,017(55.5) 147( 8.0) 494(26.9) 160( 8.7) 16(0.9) 1,834(100.0)
High school 1,146(48.2) 223( 9.4) 758(31.9) 227( 95) 24(1.0) 2,378(100.0) 53.119°
>College 891(53.8) 185(11.2) 441(26.6) 108( 6.5) 31(1.9) 1,656(100.0)
Country China 410(43.2) 83( 87) 377(39.7) 71 75) 9(0.9) 950(100.0)
of origin - China(Koen ety 10114.1) 81(113)  452(630) 0098 13018 717(100.0)
Japan 184(44.8) 31( 75) 125(30.4) 54(13.1) 17(4.1) 411(100.0)
Vietnam 780(70.5) 90( 81) 127(11.5) 103( 9.3) 6(0.5) 1,106(100.0) §
Philippines 531(67.3) 55( 7.0) 136(17.2) 64( 81) 3(0.4) 789(100.0) W0
Cambodia 364(63.8) 39( 7.4) 70(13.2) 53(10.0) 3(0.6) 529(100.0)
North America  135(53.4) 36(14.2) 67(26.5) 8(32) 7(2.8) 253(100.0)
Others 549(49.3) 140(12.6) 339(30.5) 72( 65) 13(1.2) 1,113(100.0)
Acquisition  Yes 587(31.5) 200(10.7) 842(45.2) 206(11.1) 28(1.5) 1,863(100.0) §
of Korea 502829
nationality No 2467(61.6) 355( 89) 851(21.2) 289( 7.2) 43(1.1) 4,005(100.0)
Experience  Yes 1,323(45.7) 326(11.3) 967(33.4) 236( 82) 42(15) 2,894(100.0) .
of economic 108.145
activity No 1,731(58.2) 229 7.7) 726(24.4) 259( 87) 29(1.0) 2,974(100.0)
Gathering Yes 2,002(54.9) 355( 9.7) 949(26.0) 296( 8.1) 42(12) 3,644(100.0) .
of native 43961
friends No 1,052(47.3) 200¢ 9.0) T44(33.5) 199( 89) 29(1.3) 2,224(100.0)
Total 3054(52.0) 555( 9.5) 1,693(28.9) 495( 84) 71(12) 5,868(100.0)

“ p<0.001
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