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Abstract This study is a report of an intensive ESP(English for Specific Purposes) program conducted for the
College of Economic students in Korean University. This is planned for the students to enhance their English
achievement in comprehending the subject contents which they would learn in the near future. In order to
determine whether the course helped the students enhance their English achievement or not, a pre and post test
were taken, one at the beginning of the semester and the other at the end of semester. The result of the test
shows that this program benefits relevant students, especially lower level students. In accordance with a general
accepted view, the English for Specific Purposes(ESP) program is generally targeted for students who expect to
learn the basic knowledge of English through mediated courses. Since students already have specific purpose of
studying for their major courses, their motivation and interest in the course are higher than the students who
don’t have any specific purpose. Therefore, this study shows that the students who took English for Specific
Purposes(ESP)  had higher motivation and interest to study English related to their major courses as the test
results were higher than before they had taken the English for Specific Purposes (ESP) program.
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1. Introduction

As we are now living in a globalized society,
communicating with other countries is more important
and the means of doing it is very crucial. That is to
say, English is the most influential language as a
lingua franca in this era. We, Koreans, have been
studying these effective methods of teaching to acquire
better English abilities as a foreign language. One of
the ways to improve English skills is through the
English for Specific Purpose program(ESP) which is
generally targeted for students who expect to learn the
basic knowledge of English related to their major
courses. English for Specific Purpose(ESP) refers to
language research devoted to tailoring instruction to
"ESL/EFL learners” specific needs in learning[1].
Therefore the research of English for Specific
Purpose(ESP) has been on the rise, and due to the
short history of its introduction to Korea, a wide
variety of problems have arisen. Possible problems
could be improper teaching materials, incompetent
mstructors, lack of students’ motivation or interest to
study English mediated courses, and how to design
adequate curriculal2]. According to Dudley Evans & St.
John[3], English for Specific Purpose(ESP) can be
characterized by the following properties; it is designed
to meet the specific needs of the leamners; it makes use
of the underlying methods and activities of the
disciplines it serves; the activities are centered on the
language, skills, discourse and genres approaches.
They emphasized the flexible nature of English for
Specific Purpose(ESP) to satisfy the needs of learners
and the possibilities of wusing related academic
disciplines. According to Gardner[4], there are four
individual differences which are believed to be the most
influential in second language acquisition. This includes
variables of intelligence, language aptitude, motivation,
and situational anxiety. In the English for Specific
Purpose(ESP)

interest in the course are higher than the students who

program, students’ motivation and

don't have any specific purpose[5] Motivation is an
important factor to successfully achieve foreign
language ability. To determine whether the program
has the intended effects on the students, the recent
study will try to answer the following research
questions:

a) Does the English for Specific Purpose(ESP)
program lead to an increase in the learners’ motivation
and participation during the required English course?

b) Does the English for Specific Purpose(ESP)
program result in the change of the learners’ attitude
towards studying General English as a required
course?

c¢) Does the English for Specific Purpose(ESP)
program lead to an increase in the learners’ English
proficiency test ability, such as increasing their TOEIC
scores?

2. Methods

2.1 Participants

During the fall semester of 2012, the sample chosen
for the study were 70 sophomore students. Since 5
student responses to the survey were poor and
inadequate, only 65 student responses were used for
the study data, except the 5 students with poor
responses. The participants were between the ages of
19 and 26. They belonged to either the Economics and
Business Administration College at Hannam Univeristy,
located in Daejeon, Korea: Accounting,
Administration, Global Trade, Management Information

System, Chinese Studies and Economics. They were

Business

then divided into two groups.

2.2 Methods

A standardized,  self-administrated  student
questionnaire was made to survey the students’ current
ideas and notions. Several trained experts visited the
class and explained the goal of the study, and how to

550 1Journal of Digital Convergence 2014 Jan; 12(1): 549-553



The Study on the Effects of English for Specific Purposes for Korean University Students

answer the questions and collected the surveys sheets
immediately after completion. The questionnaires
included the participants’ general attributes such as
their sex and age; and 10 questions regarding General
English for Specific Purpose. The Likert Scale format
was used as the evaluation measurement tool for this
paper. It was used to find out independent variables of
the four levels, "Absolutely Yes” was 4 points, "Usually
Yes” was 3 points, "Sometimes Yes” was 2 points, and

"Absolutely No” was 1 point.

2.3 Analysis

SPSSWIN(verl0) was used after computation of the
data for this paper. It was used to compare satisfactory
levels of pre and post ESP classes. T-test was used for
the statistical analysis, significant level of p<0.05.

3. Results

3.1 Participants' General Attributes

There were 47(72.3%) male students and 18(27.7%)
female students of a total 65 students. According to
age, the group of over 23 years old was 56.9% which
was a higher range than the group of under 22 years
old (431%). Table 1
information of the participants’ genders, and age of the

shows the demographic

research participants.

(Table 1) Demographic Information of the

Participants Unit : N(%)
Gel.'leral Number of %
Attributes Students
Sex
Male 47 72.3
Female 18 217
Age
Under 22 28 431
Over 23 37 56.9
Total 65 100.0

3.2 Pre and Post General English for

Specific Purpose

According to the pre and post general English for
Specific Purpose, the level of class interests was
2.75(pre) points and 3.26(post) points which means that
the post level of class interest was higher and
statistically significant(p<0.01). Also the post class
participation was higher at 3.26 points than the pre
class of 2.64 points. The post result shows statistically
significant differences as (p<0.01). According to the
factor of goals for studying English, the post result
was a statistically significant difference of (p<0.01) of
a high 3.32 points, compared to the pre class which was
273 points. In the case of students’
understanding during the class, also the post result was
higher with 2.98 points, than the pre class result of 2.75
points and the post result shows a statistically
significant difference as (p<0.05). Other factors of this
study show that the post result was higher than the pre

class result, however there doesn't seem to be any

level of

statistically significant difference (Table2).
(Table 2) General English for Specific Purpose

General

English for ) p-
Specific Pre Post b value
Purpose

Class 2754072 326+053 5766 0001
interest

Class . . - -
knowledge 290057 336:048 5421 0155
Participation 264062 326:053 7585  0.002
Goal to

study 2731071 3324073 7153 0.000
English

Relation to

their major 3.00+0.75  3.41+0.52 4.145 0.057
course

Assisted 975068 312:051 4017 0034
into the

major

course 232058 298064 7719 0.002
Knowing

ESP

Priority of
ESPto their 160060 212:085 298 0.149
major

course

Necessary of ESP  2.12+0.85
Des1r§d future 2674077
jobs

175072 2.997 0.073
212+048 5382 0.127
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3.3 Pre and Post TOEIC Scores

In order to compare the differences between the pre
and post changes in the students’ English achievement,
the same TOEIC test was taken twice, one at the
beginning of the semester, and the other at the end of
the semester. The results of the two TOEIC tests were
that the average score of the pre test was 383, and the
post test was 417 which means that the students’
English achievement after the English for Specific
Purpose(ESP) was higher than before the English for
Specific Purpose(ESP) and statistically significant as
p<0.001 (Table 3). Also the results show the scores
over 700 points after the English for Specific
Purpose(ESP), of which there were none before the
English for Specific Purpose(ESP) (Figure 1).

(Table 3) Pre and Post TOEIC Scores

English
for
Speaﬁc Pre Post t p Value
Purpose
TOEIC 383.0£140.  417.8+134. 4831 0.000
Scores 2 2
tNHEYES
Byz=oE2
100
0

40 60 &0

[Figure 1] Pre and Post TOEIC Scores

4. Conclusion

Most Korean university students should take general

English courses as required subjects when the goal is

to develop their English language communication skills.
Also, the curriculum should be designed to motivate
students in their language studies[6]. According to
Yesik Lee & Hongme Lim [7], university students’
motivation to study English is as high as 97.6% and the
main reason to study English is to get a good job after
graduation, as 53% of the students said in the survey.
Also, according to Myeong-hee, Shin[8], from the
student’s perspective, the students felt encouraged to
study when they were made aware of the areas where
they lacked ability and where, over the course of the
class, they showed improvement. Therefore, in recent
years, many Korean universities have enacted policies
that reinforce the role of English for Specific
Purpose(ESP) which is planned for the students to
enhance their English achievement in comprehending
the subject contents which they would need in the near
future.

This study was designed to investigate three
Does  the
Purpose(ESP) program lead to the increase of learners’

questions, a) English for Specific
motivation, and participation during the required
English course? b) Does the English for Specific
Purpose(ESP) program result in the change of learners’
attitudes in studying General English as a required
course? c) Does the English for Specific Purpose(ESP)
program lead to improved English proficiency, such as
increasing their TOEIC scores?

For the first and second research question, the
results show that the students’
participation are higher than that of pre ESP. The

awareness of the students’ specific goal for study

motivation and

related to their major courses is helpful for students’
immediate motivation and participation in class. In
order to answer the last research question, the result of
the students” TOEIC test is higher than that of the pre
ESP.

As a result, English for Specific Purpose(ESP) helps
student set and plan their way to study English related
to their major courses. Also, English for Specific
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Purpose(ESP) helps students recognize where they are
stand academically, what they should do to improve,
and how well do they speak English. Then, it also helps
students set their goals for studying and future jobs.
According to Shin[9], a great amount of influence on
students’ interest and satisfaction is important for the
students to have a specific goal and future-related
studying. That is to say, the motivated students’ test

scores also improved.
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