Journal of Environmental Science International PISSN: 1225-4517 eISSN: 2287-3503
23(2); 231~238; February 2014 http://dx.doi.org/10.5322/JES1.2014.23.2.231

ORIGINAL ARTICLE
EHolxo} A 7|&/E TR e B3 A

M
S

Al et

oo
&

31 3 9] sfa

A Study on Multilateral Cooperation for Developing Environmental
Technology in Northeast Asia

Sung—Soo Kim
Political Science and International Relations, Inje University, Gimhae 621-749, Korea

Abstract

There were many attempts to increase the level of environmental cooperation in Northeast Asia. However, intergovern-
mental cooperation has not brought a substantial effects so far. This article aims to provide a model for multilateral joint
research of environmental technologies. Each field of environmental problem requires a Consortium of joint research team and
R & D mechanism. This model emphasizes joint-funding, tax-break for environmental investment and the importance of
multilateral contract.

Key words : Northeast asia, Multilateral environmental cooperation, Promoting joint research to decrease The level of pollution,
and R&D mechanism
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Table 1. Organizations for Environmental Cooperation in Northeast Asia

Organization

Goals and Contents of Cooperation

NEASPEC (North East Asian
Subregional Programme of
Environmental Cooperation)

North-East Asian Subregional Programme for Environmental Cooperation (NEASPEC)
was launched in 1993 as a comprehensive intergovernmental cooperation mechanism
comprising all six Northeast Asian countries, namely, China, Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK), Japan, Mongolia, Republic of Korea (ROK) and the Russian
Federation in order to jointly address environmental challenges in this subregion.

TEMM (Tripartite Environment
Ministers Meeting)

Since 1999, the Tripartite Environment Ministers Meeting (TEMM), which was initially
proposed by Korea, has been held every year in each of the three countries in turn. The
meeting provides a forum for the discussion of options for cooperation in the combat of
shared environmental issues such as dust and sandstorms, acid rain, the contamination of
the Yellow Sea, the need to control hazardous waste in the Northeast Asian region, as
well as to promote an awareness of environmental issues among the three countries

NEAC (Northeast Asian Conference
on Environmental Cooperation)

Experts from central government environmental organizations, local authorities, research
institutes, etc., in China, Japan, Mongolia, Republic of Korea, and Russia, along with
experts from UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme), UNDP (United Nations
Development Programme), and ESCAP (UN Economic and Social Committee for the
Asia and the Pacific) participating as observers.

NOWPAP (Northwest Pacific Action
Plan)

The overall goal of the Northwest Pacific Action Plan is "the wise use, development and
management of the coastal and marine environment so as to obtain the utmost long-term
benefits for the human populations of the region, while protecting human health,
ecological integrity and the region’s sustainability for future generations".

EANET (Acid Deposition Monitoring
Nework in East Asia)

EANET started in 1998 as an intergovernmental initiative to create a common
understanding on the state of acid deposition problems in East Asia, provide useful
inputs for decision making at various levels with the aim of preventing or reducing the
adverse impacts on the environment, and promote cooperation among countries. Thirteen
countries in East Asia are participating in EANET at present.

LTP (Long-range transboundary air
pollutants in Northeast Asia)

A joint research on Long-range transboundary air pollutants..Experts of Korea, China
and Japan have held semianrs on LTP.

(Compiled from source materials: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the R. of Korea and www.neaspec.com etc.)

Table 2. Classification of Organizations for Environmental Cooperation in Northeast Asia

Scope Executive Office Performing-level Office
Regional Umbrella-type Organization for overall
Cooperation in Northeast Asia None None
Comprehensive NEASPEC Intergovernmental Conferences Temporary Bureau(ESCAP)
Environmental TEMM Minister-level Conference Environmental Ministry’s Office
Cooperation NEAC Conference ”
) EANET Intergovernmental Conferences Bureau at UNEP
Transboundary Air
Pollution LTP Conferencp by Host Host Organization
Organization
Marine Pollution NOWPATA Intergovernmental Conferences Bureau

Yellow Sand

Organization for Joint
Research

Intergovernmental Conferences Host Organization

Korea-China,

Bilateral Cooperative
Organization

Korea-Japan
Environmental
Cooperation

Joint Committee of Environmental

. Environmental Ministry’s Office
Cooperation

Agreement

(Compiled from source materials: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the R. of Korea)
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Fig. 1. Consortium for multilateral joint development of environmental technology in Northeast Asia.
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