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Social Cohesion of Public Rental Housing Residents in Seoul

- Community Activities and Cultural Influences -
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Abstract

In line with the previous study on the level of social cohesiveness of public rental housing communities in Seoul, this
study investigated the community activities as a result of community cohesiveness and identified the cultural influences
on the cohesiveness of the same case study areas. In general, there was relatively more active and voluntary
participation of the residents in the community activities in the housing estates with higher social cohesiveness. The four
communities were active in reporting community problems to the housing managers, greatly relying on the housing
managers to solve the problems. In addition, mutual aid and community self-help were facilitated mainly through the
activities of women’s associations. However, small membership of community organisations and occasional disputes
between the community organisations and estate managers, and among the community organisations themselves, seemed
to have hampered the positive effects of the social cohesiveness in the case study areas. In terms of the cultural
attributes, coexistence of collectivism and individualism, consideration of neighbourliness as an ideal social norm,
incorporation of the neighbourhood environment into the housing estate environment and extensive use of outdoor public
spaces were found.
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Table 1. Summary of the Four Case Study Areas (as of November 2010)

A Estate B Estate C Estate D Estate
Year of completion 1994 1992 1991 2000
Number of housing units 1,445 2,565 1,123 818
Area (sq.m) 34,261 53,897 55,190 14,326
- Retail facilities in a detached - Retail facilities in a detached - Retail facilities at the low - Retail facilities in a
. . single building single building level of a housing block detached single building
Ancillary facilities - Community welfare centre - Community welfare centre - Barber shop - Study room

Playground, elderly centre, pocket parks, outdoor exercise areas

Accessibility by Convenient

public transport

Convenient
(one subway line, 26 bus routes) (one subway line, 18 bus routes)

Less convenient
(8 bus routes)

Less convenient
(8 bus routes)

Source. Extracted from Seo & Chiu (2014)
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A Estate B Estate C Estate D Estate
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Figure 1. Community Organization Membership within Housing
Estate
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Type 4 Type 5

Typel Type 2 Type 3

Type 1: I want to get to know more neighbours.

Dype 2: Neighbours are just acquaintances.

Type 3: I want to exchange help with neighbours when they or I need.
Type 4: I do not care if I do not know any neighbours in this estate.
Dype 5: 1 do not want to be close to my neighbours.

Figure 3. Public Housing Residents’ Opinions on Desirable
Neighbouring Types
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AH%]EH*PX]O] o%, lzﬂ%Ol HIAJe] kot 4]
d7F A5 BAEAeH, BolHA B Sl ololEg
AARE dvksol A2 olop]E e B 2
At AAR AFzAb A, yol7h 8L 8 9
A s A7ko] B2 FHASFS oRgTFt

o AF o]&sl= ALF e TI<Table 3>.

Table 3. Relationship between Residents' Age and Frequency of
Outdoor Public Spaces Use (ANOVA)

More than on
ore than once Around once  Less than once
everyday or F

23days every 1-2weeks 2weeks
51.9 472 47.6 .
Age (13.41) (13.49) (13.94) 3910

Note. #p<0.05, **p<0.01
AT A ] FREE WASE e AdEo] HAH
FABNE olgaks 9 AYAD otEe] B 29
Fb 2E Aele] mFolst o] Ao ATsky 4
F e 2ol oAt B4 ksn ot 9o of

o O
27} olopr|E Ure AL A AEEAT<Figure 4>.

2
=
5

Figure 4. Chairs Brought to the Public Spaces by Residents in
C Estate and D Estate (Source. Author)
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