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A Study on the Organic Surface in Contemporary Furniture Design

Jeong Yeon Suh

School of Architecture, Soongsil University, Seoul 156-743, Korea

Abstract: Since 1990s the concern on essence and inside has transferred onto the surface and its
style. The longing for plastic surgery and skin beauty might prove this fervent tendency.
Furthermore the development of digital media and technology as well as high-tech material en-
abled this hope to be real in the realm of design. All these progresses and transitions toward
the surface introduced more creative and novel phenomena of furniture design arena around its
surface. The rising of surface has evolved through architecture, interior design and furniture.
The surface of furniture can be easily transposed into the human skin. And it acquires the as-
pects of skin's metaphoric and symbolic meaning. The characteristics of skin effect in furniture
design can be summarized as material aspects, relational aspects, and formal aspects. Material
aspects shows skin's elasticity and smooth plane. Relational aspects express the reactive func-
tions of skin. Formal aspects represent organic power through surface.

Keywords: furniture design, surface, skin, material, relationship, profile
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Table 1. Conceptual Relationships between Skin and Furniture’s Surface
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Table 2. List of Material Characteristics of Organic Surfaces
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Table 3. List of Relational Characteristics of Organic Surfaces
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Table 4. List of Transforming Characteristics of Organic Surfaces
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