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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the patterns and barriers of the Internet for the elderly
adults in Korea. Data was collected through the face to face interview using a questionnaire for
the residence of Daegu and Kyungsang Buk-Do areas targeted over the 60-years-olds elder adults.
A total of 119 valid response data were analyzed with the descriptive statistics and the group differences
by age and gender using SPSS 18.00. It found that the most of the elder adults access the Internet
to seek the entertainment contents, the knowledge-related contents, and the cultural and art contents.
They spend most of the Internet online session to do searching information and enjoying movie and
music. However, there were age differences and gender differences within the subjects. The complexity
of computer and the Internet usage is one of the barriers for the Internet access, and they suggest
that a customized education and training courses of computer literacy for the elderly adults would
be the ways of resolve those obstructions.
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