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Abstract

The costumes (including mask) of the first World Master series of The National Changguk
Company of Korea, Achim Freyer®s ‘Mr. Rabbit & Dragon king’ is directly designed by Achim
Freyer who was in charge of direction and stage design. The new form called Pansori opera
is proposed for modernization of Korean traditional opera, it maintained the original form of
music yet introduced play form of opera. The costumes and stage also promoted modernistic
transformation while maintaining the original Korean form.

The overall concept of ‘Mr. Rabbit & Dragon king’ costumes emphasizes comical effect by
abstractness like childlike scribble. It expressed characteristic of characters diversely through
exaggeration and expansion while maintaining original form of Hanbok, used surface of
costumes as a drawing board, and created flat and geometrically transformed silhouette. The
complicated characters was caricatured like everyone is doing mask play by using masks,
and it still maintained sophisticated oriental color with modern application of five cardinal
colors. It may seems it just mixed our traditional elements like a hint of humor, however, it
could be known that it introduced various techniques in it to deliver new subject while
maintaining the original form of ‘Mr. Rabbit & Dragon king’. From this study, open mind for
our tradition and need for diverse attempt could be rediscovered and could also see the
possibility to contribute on creating a Nation Brand of traditional performing art.
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