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The Case study of cognition of participants in professional development
available for science teachers in Timor-Leste

Hong Juneuy*
Seowon University

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to analysis of the cognitions of Korean science teachers and
Timor-Leste's science teachers about the teacher training for the professional development as a science
teacher held by Korean science teachers. Most of the Timor-Leste's Science teachers who participated at
the teacher training mostly had their 10-year teaching career and were secondary school teachers. The
purpose of the teacher training is to provide the science educational support for them and to encourage
their own development; to effectively donate their skills and talents as a science teacher in their country.
The data was collected from participant observation, interviews, and questionnaires. The results were as
follows: many Korean teachers recognized that it is necessary to localize the experimental materials and
utilize an appropriate language for the science education of Timor-Leste. Furthermore, until the stable
science teacher training system of Timor-Leste 1s set up, it 1S necessary to be the precise
understandings of the curriculum, the correct data regarding the state of education in Timor—Leste, and
the knowledge need to Timor-Leste's science teachers. Meanwhile most of the Timor-Leste's Science
teachers mostly had some difficulties in using language due to double translation, paying the participant
fee, and travelling long distance from their country in participating the teacher training. What they
expected at the teacher training was to enhance their professional ability as a science teacher, and to be
able to manage the teacher training for Timor-Leste's science teachers by their own selves.

keywords : science teacher, professional development, education, ODA, talent donation
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