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The Influence of Eye-Contact between Mothers and Preschool Children upon
the Relationship between Mothers’™ Control Behaviors and Children’s Emotions

4=} (Hana Song)”

ABSTRACT

This study examined the influences of eye-contact upon the relationship between mothers’ control
behaviors and emotions of preschool children. The participants of this study were 66 children aged 6,
and their mothers. The children and mothers were observed taking part in a writing task for 15
minutes, and two coders analyzed the amount of eye-contact between children and mothers, mothers’
verbal and nonverbal support and coercive control, and children’s emotions in the task setting. The
results showed that mothers’ coercive control and nonverbal support significantly accounted for
children’s negative and positive emotions, respectively. In addition, the interaction between eye-contact
and mothers’ verbal support was significant. In particular, mothers’ behaviors significantly affected
children’s emotions only when eye-contact occurred. Mothers’ behaviors in the absence of eye-contact
did not affect children’s emotions. The discussion section included an analysis of the social function
of eye-contact on the verbal and nonverbal communication between mothers and children, and

suggestions for future study were also presented.

Keywords : i 3t (eye-contact), H] 21014 %} % 2}-8-(nonverbal interaction), 2™ A 3 & (mothers’

control behavior), o} % A (emotion of preschool children).
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(Table 1) Means and standard deviations of variables
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(N = 66)

Variablo Boy(n = 38) Girl(n = 28) Total(n = 66)
M(SD) M(SD) M(SD)

Mothers’ coercive control 40( .28) 31 .20) 36( .25)
Mothers’ verbal support 38( .27) 27( .24) 33( .26)
Mothers’ nonverbal support A3( .12) 10( .10) A2( .11)
Eye contact 28.85(45.69) 15.61(23.93) 23.24(38.34)
Children’s positive emotion 21( .16) 24( .19 22( .18)
Children’s negative emotion .04( .10) .02( .06) .03( .09)

(Table 2) Correlations between eye-contact, mothers control behaviors and children’s emotion

(N = 66)
Variable 1 2 3 4 5
1. Mothers’ coercive control -
2. Mothers’ verbal support 637* -
3. Mothers nonverbal support .06 -.10 -
4. Eye-contact .04 .06 38%* -
5. Children’s positive emotion .03 -17 38** 21 -
6. Children’s negative emotion 33 31* 17 37 -.04

*p < .05 **p < 01. ***p < 001
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(Table 3) The multiple regression analysis of the moderating effect of eye-contact for the
relationship between mothers” behaviors and children’s positive emotion (N = 66)

Predictor variables Model 1 Model 2 VIF

g t g t
Mothers’ coercive control .16 1.06 .10 72 1.72
Mothers’ verbal support -25 -1.63 -24 -1.62 1.74
Mothers’ nonverbal support 30 2.37* 39 3.10** 1.23
Eye-contact .10 .76 -.04 -32 1.19
Coercive control x Eye-contact 11 74 2.00
Verbal support x Eye-contact 33 2.72%* 1.89
Nonverbal support x Eye-contact -26 -1.32 3.68

Rechange(R?) 18(.18) 09(.27)
Fhange(F) 3.37%(3.37%) 7.37%%(4.45*")

*p < .05 **p < 0L
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(Table 4) The multiple regression analysis of the moderating effect of eye-contact for the
relationship between mothers” behaviors and children’'s negative emotion (N = 66)

Model 1 Model 2
Predictor variables
9 t B t
Mothers’ coercive control 21 1.44 31 2.81**
Mothers’ verbal support .16 1.08 15 1.04
Mothers’” nonverbal support .04 31 .01 .09
Eye-contact 34 2.78%* 36 3.23**
Coercive control x Eye-contact .18 1.56
Verbal support x Eye-contact 17 1.45
Nonverbal support x Eye-contact .01 .05
Rechange(R?) 25(25) 04(.29)
Fehange(F) 4.99%(4.99%%) 1.18(3.39*%)

*%

p < .0l
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(Table 5) The multiple regression analyses of the influence of mothers behaviors with and

without eye-contact on children’'s emotion (N = 66)
?:1::;;): Predictor variables Y t R? F
Mothers’ coercive control with eye-contact 22 1.72
.06 2.05
Mothers’ coercive control without eye-contact -.18 -1.45
Posit.ive Mothers’ verbal support with eye-contact .14 1.14 1 381*
emotion  Mothers® verbal support without eye-contact -22 -1.72
Mothers’ nonverbal support with eye-contact 27 2.26" .
Mothers’” nonverbal support without eye-contact .18 1.45 B 70
Mothers’ coercive control with eye-contact 48 4.23"**
23 9.53**
Mothers’ coercive control without eye-contact .01 .06
Negat'ive Mothers’ verbal support with eye-contact 45 3.93*** . o14%*
emotion  Mothers® verbal support without eye-contact .01 .09
Mothers’” nonverbal support with eye-contact 13 1.00
Mothers’ nonverbal support without eye-contact A1 .83 . b2
*p < .05 *p < 01. ***p < .001.
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