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The Changes of the Elderly’s Residential Environment and Life
Satisfaction in Rural Area
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Abstract

This study is designed to identify the changes of the elderly's residential environment and life satisfaction in rural area
during the past 20 years. Data from the survey of Ministry of Health and Welfare conducted in 1994, 1998, 2004, 2008, and
2014 were used for the analysis. The subjects of the study included a sample of 11,019 respondents who represent aged 65
and older in Korea rural area. The result of analysis indicated that; First, the average age of the rural elderly continuously
increased and the rural elderly that hope to live with their grown-up children gradually declined. It means that the social
responsibility of supporting the elderly is steadily expanding. Second, the ratio of rural elderly living with their children is
decreased from 43% in 1994 to 11% in 2014, whereas the single elderly household who are living alone or living with
spouse increased. And more elderly live with married children in order to help their children rather than receiving help from
them. Third, the frequency of intercourse with their children tended to decline gradually, in contrast with communication
frequency with them mounted steadily during the past few decades. Finally, the factors influencing the life satisfaction of rural
elderly was health status, economic level, child relationship with them, and residential environment.
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Table 1. General characteristics of investigation objects (%)

T 1994 | 1998 | 20041 | 20081 | 2014
JEpe 1 40.2 39.2 39.7 39.1 40.3
S 598 | 608 | 603 | 609 | 59.7
65-69 °]3} 414 36.1 33.9 289 25.0
70-74 ©]&} 29.3 29.0 29.8 32.6 255
odg | 75-79 ©]3}k 156 19.1 185 22.0 24.0
80 o] 13.7 15.8 17.9 16.6 255
k= Kia 723 729 73.4 73.6 75.0
FeH(EAEE 452 36.1 23.2 24.1 155
T2 A & 32.1 29.9 24.4 21.4 27.3
she | 258w 187 259 39.2 40.3 33.7
TSl 3.8 6.7 10.6 12.8 19.3
A o] 0.2 14 2.6 14 42
24 () 49 5.1 4.4 4.6 39
XN 870 1500 1441 4765 2443
Table 2. Elderly who live with their children or not (%)
T T 20044 2008+ 20143
2 5 A 28.6 28.1 183
2 E A 71.4 719 81.7
Table 3. Children whom elderly wish to live with (%)
T 2004d 20083 20144
e 63.8 58.8 51.2
g ots 11.0 158 12.2
1.0 1.3 1.7
FFEA 24.2 24.1 31.2
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Fig. 1. The changes of living arrangement

Table 4. Living arrangement of the elderly in rural area (%)

T 1998 %= | 20049 %= | 2008d% | 20149 %=
A E AT 42.9 30.6 19.7 11.0
e e 34.1 40.2 46.7 55.3
=RASFAT 18.9 235 29.2 30.0

71ER b 3.8 5.7 44 3.6
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Table 5. The frequency of intercourse with their children (%)

T 1994 | 1998 | 2004 | 20081 | 20144
T 13] o] 20.6 37.4 359 34.3 33.0
4 13] o]% 246 35.3 375 32.2 31.0
3g 13 o 311 216 20.2 23.0 25.0
371 13] =wH| 233 5.7 6.4 10.5 11.0
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Fig. 2. The changes of intercourse frequency
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Fig. 3. The changes of communication frequency

Table 6. Communication frequency with their children (%)

T % 1994 | 1998\ | 2004 | 2008 | 2014
o 13] ol 9.5 19.8 26.6 20.0 291
T 13] o4 412 51.8 51.0 55.3 46.3
4 13] o4 33.7 226 181 19.8 177
4 13] mwt 155 5.8 4.3 49 7.0
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Fig. 4. The changes of housing type
Table 7. Housing type the elderly live in (%)
T 1994 19984 2008 | 20144
=T 97.1 87.3 89.7 83.1
ol E 1.0 82 53 9.7
A - A HFH 3.2 1.2 3.0 4.1
7NEHF 5) 5.0 3.3 2.3 3.0
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Fig. 5. The changes of home ownership
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Table 8. Home ownership (%)

T 1994 1998 2008 2014
A7} 92.3 87.9 83.2 76.0
A 3.5 2.0 2.3
E— 24
4 A 45 26 3.7
71EHF ) 5.3 4.2 122 18.0
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Table 9. Kitchen type (%)
T & 19944 20043 20083
Q12 51.3 94.4 95.0
A 2 2] 476 5.7 5.0
7] €} 1.1 0.1 0

44 334 73
g4 ¥ &%
o] 81.7% %
WA 2004 ol =
FA2 813 o]
W 20% o]

& 1004 9 Zo] 1994de &= A2 g
FHE olFUOU A Ao uhA
FAA o] 54.1%, 20080l & 78.8%F A
YRR AAstn gk 2ot g B
FEEQFTAA A HFUL A

S Yrke AL o
Table 10. Bath type (%)
T A 19943 20043 20081d
FA A 18.0 64.1 78.8
A 2 2] 81.7 35.7 21.2
7] €} 0.3 0.2 0
45 289 73
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Table 11. Water supply system of bath (%)
T & 19944 20043 2008
< 33.8 78.7 85.9
B4 2.4 6.6 14.1
A= 63.8 14.7
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Table 12. Uncomfortable space in housing(2014)
T & =) H] (%)
shga B &4 409 16.7
T 301 12.3
A 257 10.5
79 4 A3 106 4.3
A3 2 5 63 2.8
7] e} 41 2.5
NS 1229 50.3
A 2443 100
Table 13. The cause of falling accident(2014)
T %= (H) H] (%)
thelo] 3ol EelA 195 305
vheo] w1 A 136 21.3
g FTH A 85 13.3
TA7] oA Y YA 85 13.3
e ZA 72 11.3
Abgholul AbEof F-BlE] A 42 6.6
7] e} 24 3.8
3 Al 639 100
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Fig. 6. The changes of the elderly’s satisfaction

Table 14. The elderly’s satisfaction in rural area (%)
T 1994 2004 20114
FARE N 3.47 3.37 3.50
A7 e 2.65 2.83 2.17
BAGH S 2.67 2.57 2.68
AP JA T 3.95 3.78 3.78
AA R 3.33 3.17 3.29
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Table 15. Regression of life satisfaction of the predictor(1994)

Ay B B P
&) 445
FARADHE 222 224 <.001
A7 E .062 .066 019
A= 269 277 <.001
AU PA S .281 .261 <.001

# R® =391, P<.001

4
B= WEZ AAAS, p= BESY FAAS

Table 16. Regression of life satisfaction of the predictor(2004)

g B B P
&) -.159
FATANEZE 179 .183 <.001
AR E = 192 193 <.001
AR E = 436 403 <.001
A AA N E T 193 216 <.001
R? =331, 4% R? =330, P<.001
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Table 17. Regression of life satisfaction of the predictor(2011)
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