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—| ABSTRACT

bjectives : The aim of this study was to investigate the gender differences of direct aggression and relation-
O al aggression in Korean elementary and middle school students.

Methods : Parents of 946 elementary school students(age 9.54 +1.72 years, 485 boys, 461 girls) completed the
Child Behavior Checklist(CBCL). Six-hundred-and-three middle school students(age 13.98 +-0.93 years, 301 boys,
302 girls) completed the Youth Self-Report(YSR). Independent t-test, chi-square test, and Fisher’s exact test were
used.

Results : Boys had significantly higher direct aggression scores than girls in elementary school students(p <
0.001). There was no significance gender difference of relational aggression in elementary school students(p=0.235).
In middle school students, boys had significantly higher direct aggression than girls(p=0.017), and girls had sig-
nificantly higher relational aggression compared to the boys(p <0.001).

Conclusions : Our results suggest the presence of gender differences in manifestation of aggression subtypes
in Korean elementary and middle school students. These gender differences should be taken into account in pre-

vention and intervention approaches of aggression in children and adolescents.

KEY WORDS : Direct aggression - Relational aggression - Gender - Child Behavior Checklist - Youth
self-Report - children - Adolescents.
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Boys(n=485) Girls(n=461) p-value

Agel(year) 9.5£1.7 9.6+£1.7 0.076
Father's education 0.881
Postgraduate degree 54 51

Bachelor’'s degree 293 278

High school graduate 123 120

Middle school graduate 2 4
Mother's education 0.871
Graduate 13 14

Ungraduated 293 272

High school 162 158

Middle school 4 2
Socioeconomic status 0.697
High 0 1
Middle-high 17 24
Middle 256 266

Middle-low 132 124

Low 29 29
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Table 2. Demographic data of Middle school students(n=603)
Boys(n=301) Girls(n=302) p-value

Agel(year) 140+1.0 14.0+0.9  0.408
Father's education 0.606
Postgraduate degree 38 29

Bachelor's degree 141 142

High school graduate 93 100

Middle school graduate 4 6
Mother's education 0.283
Graduate 35 23

Ungraduated 131 128

High school 108 126

Middle school 5 5
Socioeconomic status 0.035*
High 3 2
Middle-high 46 22
Middle 158 172

Middle-low 50 58

Low 8 8

* 1 p<.05, #x 1 p<0.01



Table 3. Subtypes of the CBCL/YSR aggression scale

Subtype 1 : Relational aggression

Subtype 2 : Direct aggression

3. Argues a lot

7. Bragging, boasting

19.
22.
23.
27.
68.
74.
86.
87.
93.
94.
95.

Demands a lot of attention
Disobedient at home
Disobedient at school

Easily jealous

Screams a lot

Showing off or clowning
Stubborn, sullen or irritable
Sudden changes in mood or feelings
Talks too much

Teases a lot

Temper tanfrums or hot temper

104. Unusually loud

16. Cruelty, bullying or meanness to others

20. Destroys his/her own things

21. Destroys things belonging to his/her family or others
37. Gets in many fights

57. Physically attacks people

97. Threatens other people

Note : numbers refer to item numbers of the CBCL/YSR. CBCL : Child Behavior Checklist, YSR : Youth Self-Report

Table 4. The gender difference of aggression subtypes in elementary and middle school students

Elementary school(N=946)
Direct aggression
Relational aggression

Middle school(N=603)
Direct aggression
Relational aggression

n=485
51.5+12.2
50.4+10.6

n=301
51.0+£10.7
48.1+£9.5

% 1 p<.05, #x 1 p<0.01
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