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—| ABSTRACT

signed to measure perceived stigma associated with delirium in patients suffering from that disorder.

scores on the PSDS and the DT.

significantly correlated with the DT score.

implications of the PSDS for clinical practice and research.
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O bjectives : This study developed and validated the Perceived Stigma of Delirium Scale(PSDS), which is de-

Methods : Based on a literature review of scales assessing stigma, a preliminary scale comprising seven items
was developed. After recovering from delirium, 128 patients completed the PSDS and the Distress Thermometer
(DT). Factor analysis was used to examine construct validity, and internal consistency and test-retest reliability
were examined to ensure reliability. Concurrent validity was assessed using the correlation between the total

Results : Factor analysis yielded a single-factor structure from the seven candidate items. One item was exclud-
ed due to low factor loading. The internal consistency was computed and Cronbach’s o was 0.85 for the total score.
The overall test-retest reliability was 0.71, with items ranging from 0.58 to 0.83. The total score on the PSDS was

Conclusions : The PSDS may be a reliable, valid instrument for evaluating perceived stigma in patients who
have recovered from delirium. Further study of the perceived stigma by delirium patients is required to assess the
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784 referred to
consultation-licison
psychiatric service

122 were in palliative care unit

96 had not family caregiver

83 were in intensive care unit

67 had dementia

31 had communication difficulty
2 had mental retardation

‘ 1 had schizophrenia

4‘ 158 refused to participate ‘

224 participant at baseline ‘

382 were eligible

68 discharged before recovered
24 died
4 refused to follow-up

128 followed after
recovered from delinium

Fig. 1. Flow diagram for recruitment and follow-up.

Table 1. Socio-demographic characteristics of participants(n=
128)

Characteristics

Age, mean(SD) 69.9(10.0)
Gender, n(%)

Male 84(65.6)

Female 44(34.4)
Years of formal education, mean(SD) 7.7(4.5)
Physical illness, n(%)

Cancer 101(78.9)

Non-cancer 27(21.1)

SD : Standard deviation

Table 2. Factor analysis and score of PSDS(n=128)
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PSDS : Perceived Stigma of Delirium Scale, SD : standard deviation



Table 3. Pearson’s correlations of PSDS

) DT(n=128) PSDS- retests(n=15)
PSDS items
P r p

lfem 1 0.56 <0.001 0.79 <0.001
lfem 2 0.46 <0.001 0.81 <0.001
lfem 3 0.61 <0.001 0.74 0.002
ltfem 4 0.61 <0.001 0.76 0.001
ltem 5 0.39 <0.001 0.83 <0.001
ltem 6 0.54 <0.001 0.58 0.023
Item total 0.70 <0.001 0.71 0.003

DT : Distress Thermometer, PSDS : Perceived Stigma of Delirium
Scale
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