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Differences in the Multicultural Perceptions of Elementary School Students
and the Relationships between the Related Variables
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate and compare the multicultural perceptions (multicultural
acceptability, multicultural sensitivity and judging multicultural children) of elementary school students.
The subjects comprised 1,252 students (583 third graders and 669 sixth graders), promoted from 20
elementary school in J province. The findings are as follows. First, the independent z-test showed that
the lower graders had higher scores in cultural openness and national identity of multicultural
acceptability, as well as the cognitive element of multicultural sensitivity than upper graders. In
addition, the upper graders had higher scores in unilateral expectations for assimilation of multicultural
acceptability, as well as the cognitive element of judging multicultural children. Second, all subscales
were found to be interrelated, except for unilateral expectations for assimilation and two subscales
(cognitive and righteous) in judging multicultural children. These results imply that in order to help
have more positive perceptions of multiculturalism, it is necessary to develop more diverse
multicultural education programs for elementary school students which take into consideration their

grade levels.
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ESSHMo| ChEatollol Alofet 2h HolS7hel A 9
(Table 1) Differences in multicultural acceptability according to grades
Lower grade Upper grade
Multicultural acceptability (N = 583) (N = 669) t
M(SD) M(SD)
Culture acceptability 3.47(3.13) 3.38(3.56) 1.78*
Diversity National Identity 3.65(2.54) 3.46(2.86) 3.83%**
Prejudice & discrimination 3.68(3.14) 3.65(3.48) 49
Unilateral expectation for assimilation 2.85(2.80) 2.98(3.22) -3.03**
Relationship
Rejection & ignoring 3.53(1.02) 3.46(1.26) 2.68
*p < .05 *p < 01. ***p < .001.
o veht o] % a9l Ashdel B 2 SHAN M2 CIRERIGA SQIRoioiie
F7F =7 vt Aghde] & ¢ e 23 0]
2 W3E agstn Fue BPYE At
Aoz L}E}%} thesked 5 B Ag 258 AsPda nohd 7ke] BEEIGA
e 2] WS g3 R wEE VIUiske dlA] Zort s Doli] S8 SHER
a4 %ﬂﬂﬂ%(r =303, p < 0D 19 Gel  rtestE AT A2 Table 29} 2t ThEsizt
e Ashd e 2854, 1dhdL 298402 A FAAAE AL S8 s theksl 23
shdnt medel A4k A et 2okl gve] 2AE Qdska By Aolrt A%
o] 735 el 23}l FspE ofopt ke Q14 < Y= AAH G = 5.24, p < .001)°l1A]
= & O Bol shke AR Yyeiyth b Aehd e 37474, 18hd 3547 02 A hd}

Aol ngwd 2 At BAY AL AR
83 AAGIAE Aehas ned 2ol A4
o felug AolS VA esich

(Table 2) Differences in multicultural sensibility according to grades

o folnd Aol o,

B84 Aolg 2 ¥ a9k AL

AL AT

2 yehith 2ey dRsirkadel ged o

Lower grade (N = 583) Upper grade (N = 669)
Multicultural sensibility t
M(SD) M(SD)
Cognitive 3.74(3.19) 3.54(3.45) 5.24%**
Righteous 3.40(3.51) 3.42(4.29) -49
Behavioral 3.31(3.94) 3.23(4.21) 1.90

< 001

- 31 -
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95 4EA Yl Az ashd gho]
BAFCR fofn|t zfo] 7t gl
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TEE onlske AHQ G = -35, p < .05)
oA Ashd L 3054, ehde 3.17HCRE 1

shdo] AehdHt} A47) =4 wir) o]= 1t

We] Aghduct chesolge thal AHolut

=8 = 240 9oz Hrlels Aoz A
¢ % 9k 28 thesolsd i %7k 3
Aol4 Yol Ahds nehd 1ol 5
Ao frojm|gh ol 7} gliTh

(Table 3) Differences in judging multicultural children according to grades

Lower grade (N = 583) Upper grade (N = 669)
Judging multicultural children t
M(SD) M(SD)
Cognitive 3.05(1.50) 3.17(1.95) -35%
Righteous 3.19(3.53) 3.24(3.99) -13

*p < 05.

(Table 4) Intercorrelation between multicultural acceptability, multicultural sensitivity, and

judging multicultural children

Judging
Multicultural acceptability Multicultural sensitivity | multicultural
children
1 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 10
1. Cultural openness 1
2. National identity 697*F 1
3. Prejudice & discrimination| .75*** .62*** 1
4. Unilateral expectation 16 16 11
for assimilation ' ' '
5. Rejection & ignoring ) R 7 A A A |
6. Cognitive 7 AR TV A & SN K R § B 1
7. Righteous S8FFT O 49F*F edF*F 15FF 57FFF L 61F*F 1
8. Behavioral 1S TORN Y AN A 7 Sl B R ¢ R 1
9. Intelligence A2FFE 447*F 53FFF 01 B E A TGV A 7 A X R 1
10. Righteous ATFFE O 48%*F 58 02 8RR 38FFF 6% 0% 73 ]
*p < .05 **p < 01 ***p < 001
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