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Utilization of Metasequoia(Metasequoia glyptostroboides) Cone as a New Natural
Dye Resource(2): Dyeing Properties and Antimicrobial Functionality of Silk Fiber
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IDepartment of Polymer and Fiber System Engineering, Chonnam National University, Gwangju, Korea

(Received: November 16, 2015 / Revised: November 30, 2015 / Accepted: December 02, 2015)

Abstract: The aim of this study was to investigate the possibility utilizing Metasequoia(Metasequoia glyptostroboides) cone
as a new natural dye resource. In previous study, dyeing onto cotton fiber was carried out and Metasequoia cone colorant
showed low affinity to cotton fiber and maximum dye uptake was obtained at pH 3.5 showing YR Munsell color. For
further evaluation of its efficacy as a new natural dye resource, effects of dyeing conditions and mordanting on dye uptake,
color change, and colorfastness were investigated for silk fiber. Metasequoia cone colorant showed good affinity toward silk
fiber showing YR Munsell color and maximum dye uptake was shown at pH 3.5. Post-mordanting with Cu and Fe improved
dye uptake, especially Fe(CsHioFeOs) mordant was effective as much as 2 times higher dye uptake comparing with
un-mordanted sample. The color of dyed fabrics with mordanting showed YR Munsell color. Fe mordanted fabrics appeared
dark gray~black color. Colorfastness to washing was relatively good, whereas lightfastness of the dyed fabrics showed grade
2. It was confirmed that Metasequoia cone colorant can be used as a new dye resource for silk fiber getting brownish
yellow to dark gray/black color depending on mordant type. In addition, it showed antimicrobial functionality.

Keywords: metasequoia cone colorants, silk, hydrolyzable tannins, colorfastness, antimicrobial functionality
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Figure 1. Chemical structure of hydrolysable tannin
(gallotannic acid).

Table 1. Mordants used in this study
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B : the number of bacteria/ml of the media
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Figure 2. Effect of concentration on the dye uptake of
silk fabric(100°C/60min).
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Figure 3. Ionic bonding between silk and hydrolysable tannin.
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Figure 4. Effect of dyeing time on the dye uptake of
silk fabric(3% o.w.b., 100°C).
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Figure 5. Effect of dyeing temperature on the dye
uptake of silk fabric(3% o.w.b., 60min).
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Figure 6. Effect of pH on the dye uptake of silk fabric
(3% o.w.b., 100°C/60min).
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Table 2. Effect of pH on the L* a* b* and H V/C
values of silk fabrics”

pH L* a¥ b* H v/C

3.5 51.20 12.65 22.08 6.2YR 5.0/4.3
4.7 55.12 12.62 19.81 5.1YR 54/4.1
6 57.39 1386 1595 2.6YR 5.6/3.9
7 5736 11.94 19.84 5.6YR 5.6/4.0
9 63.00 11.82 1397 2.8YR 6.2/3.4

*Dye conc.: 3%(0.w.b.), 100C/60min
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Figure 7. Effect of post-mordanting on the dye uptake
of silk fabric(dye conc.: 3% o.w.b, 100°C/60min, mordant
conc.: 3% o.w.f, 40°C/30min).
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Table 3. Color change of the dyed silk fabrics by mordanting

Mordants H v/C L* a* b* Dyed Samples
Un-mordanted 5.1YR 5.4/4.1 55.12 12.62 19.81
Al (SO H
(AL(S04)s(NH,) 6.0YR 5.5/3.9 55.94 11.32 19.64
SO4:24H,0
AIK(SO4),- 12H,0 59YR 5.5/4.0 55.50 11.54 19.79
CuS0s4-5H,0 7.7YR 5.1/3.7 52.19 9.66 20.00
FeSO4-7H,O 8.7YR 3.7/0.9 37.96 2.43 5.11
CsHjoFeOs 3.5YR 2.8/0.3 28.63 1.23 1.24
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Table 4. Colorfastness of the dyed silk fabrics
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Washing Rubbing
5 Lightfastness
Mordant Color Stain
. Dry Wet (20hr)
change First Second

Un-mordanted 3/4 5 5 3/4 3 2
Al-1 3/4 5 5 3/4 3 2
Al-2 4/5 5 5 3/4 4 2
Cu 4 5 5 4/5 4 2
Fe-1 3/4 5 5 4/5 4 2
Fe-2 3/4 5 5 2/3 2 2

e SR A 27 Al 4%
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