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Problems and Improvements of Urban-to-rural Migration Policy
in Gyeongbuk Province
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Abstract : This study explores the status, characteristics and problems of urban-to-rural migration policy in
Gyeongbuk Province, and suggests some improvements based on this analysis. Gyeongbuk Province enacted
local ordinances related to urban-to-rural migration for the first time in Korea, and has expanded the area
of its own projects in addition to the central government’s support projects. Consequently, the degree of
satisfaction for the support projects in Gyeongbuk Province is higher than in other provinces. Problems
of the support projects for urban-to-rural migration are the lack of role sharing between central and lower
level local government, and the lack of connectivity among the relevant departments; the non-reflection of
regional characteristics and attributes of urban-to-rural migrants (household); and the insufficient satisfaction
of policy demands by non-agricultural urban-to-rural migrants. Improvements for these problems include
establishing governance that involves urban-to-rural migrants in addition to the existing policy actors, and
institutionalizing the project to properly embed this governance in the region. In addition to economic
and physical support, diverse programs based on the adaptive cycle, ‘non-agricultural rural jobs’ for non-
agricultural urban-to-rural migrants, and support programs for professional competency enhancement

contributing to rural communities should be developed.

Key Words : urban-to-rural migration policy, degree of policy satisfaction, governance, non-agricultural rural

jobs, Gyeongbuk Province
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