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Bringing the Multiscalar Approach into Feminist Spatial Studies:
On the Study of Women’s Movement
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Abstract : This paper attempts to complement the methodological and conceptual lack of spatial thinking
in Korean women’s movement research and to facilitate further discussion on this field of research, by
drawing on recent academic discussion on scale developed particularly among the Western critical and
feminist geographers. The purposes of the paper are following. First, it addresses the need to utilize the
concept of scale in women’s movement research. Numerous spatial metaphors often proliferated with
indiscretion in the feminist approach have rather tended to hinder fully understanding the spatiality
of social movements. In order to examine the spatiality of social movements as both conceptual tool
and praxis, not merely as metaphor, the paper incorporates main issues in recent scale discourses with
particular attention to the debate between Marston and Brenner, and explores their implications for
women’s movement research in Korea. Second, it emphasizes the multi-scalar approach by highlighting

the role of micro-scale, the less studied side in social movement literature. The public and the private
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divide, the long time battle ground in feminist research, is often intermingled with the hierarchical
scalar understanding which considers the global as more powerful and important than the local. The
reproductive realm, however, is indispensably related to production and political economic realm. The
paper explores the very site where both the public/private divide and the hierarchical scalar understanding
can be dismantled. It is the site where the private becomes public and the local becomes the global (and
vice versa). Drawing on a brief example of an anti-FTA movement of women with strollers in Korea, it

examines the way the multi-scalar approach advances the understanding of Korean women’s movement.

Key Words : feminism, women’s movement, scale, multi-scalar approach, the scale of home
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