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Abstract

The Legal Definition of Effective Control and
Dokdo Issue: International Law as Critical Asset
of National Maritime Strategy

AHN Han Byul*

Dokdo issue reaches beyond economic and security interest to Koreans,
as it is regarded as symbol of her independence. Albeit the fact that Japan
has merely no legitimate title over Dokdo, Japan has been tenaciously
insisting their jurisdiction over Dokdo since the independence of Korea.
Under such circumstances, public outrage towards Japan is most certainly
understandable, Yet, mere outrage itself, lacking in logic and factual grounds,

can contribute little if not any, to the desirable solution of the problem,

Precedents reveal that dealing maritime issues amid lack of profound
understanding in international law has often led to undesirable results, such
as the inclusion of Dokdo in the Joint Management Fisheries Zone in 1999
Korea-Japan Fisheries Agreement, In a sense, adroit use of international law
is a critical element in preserving Korea's sovereign rights against persistent

Japanese plans to rob Dokdo once again,

The Dokdo issue is inextricably bound to international law; the legal
status of Dokdo as island, the equitable solution of maritime boundary
delimitation and effective control, existence of dispute, Yet, the public

policies and arguments made by pundits are generally in lack of

* Korea University,
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understanding in international law, It is now the time for Korea to commence
on long-term cross-academia / department plans to establish Dokdo strategy as
part of the nationwide maritime strategy effectively using international law as

its stronghold,

Key Words: Dokdo, Maritime Delimitation, Equitable Solution, Dispute, Sovereign
Rights, Effective Control,
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