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Abstract

The 21 Century Maritime Strategies

in the Northeast Asia
- US, China, Japan and Russia -

Park, Nam-Tae; Jung, Jae-Ho; Oh, Soon-Kun; Lim, Kyung-Han*

The main purpose of this article is to provide an understanding on current
maritime issues in the Northeast Asia, and thereby help formulating the right
strategy for our national security, The article summarizes core arguments in
the recently published TThe 21" Century Maritime Strategies in the Northeast
Asia: Dilemma between Competition and Cooperationy. It will help readers to
comprehend historical backgrounds as well as recent updates related to
maritime issues and strategies in the region, Also, readers may find guidance
to conceive their own maritime strategies for the Republic of Korea,

Currently, the U.S. is shifting its focus from Atlantic to Pacific, and
increasing its naval presence in Asia-Pacific region, Meanwhile, the 21"
century China views the maritime interests as the top priority in its national
security and prosperity, PLA Navy's offensive maritime strategies and naval
building such as aircraft carriers and nuclear submarines are unprecedented,
Japan is another naval power in the region, During the Cold War JMSDF
faithfully fulfilled the mission of deterring Soviet navy, and now it is doing its
job against China, Lastly, Putin has been emphasizing to build the strong
Russia since 2000, and putting further efforts to reinforce current naval
capabilities of Pacific Fleet,

The keyword in the naval and maritime relations among these powers can

* Commander Namtae Park et al,
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be summarized with “competition and cooperation,” The recent security
developments in the South China Sea(SCS) clearly represent each state’s
strategic motivations and movements, China shows clear and strong intention
to nationalize the islands in SCS by building artificial facilities - possibly
military purpose. Obviously, the U.S. strongly opposes China by insisting the
freedom of navigation(FON) in international waters as recent USS-Lassen’s
FON operation indicate, The conflict between China and the U.S, surrounding
the SCS seems to be heading towards climax as Russia and Japan are
searching for their own national interests within the conflict, Also, the
neighboring small and middle powers are calculating their own economic and
security interests, This is no exception for us in establishing timely strategies
to maximize our own national security, Hopefully, this article leads the

readers to the right direction,

Key Word : Competition and Cooperation, South China Sea, Freedom of

Navigation(FON), USS Lassen
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